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(Berklee Press). In "Learning to Listen," Gary Burton shares his 50 years of
experiences at the top of the jazz scene. A seven-time Grammy Award-winner,
Burton made his first recordings at age 17, has toured and recorded with a who's
who of famous jazz names, and is one of only a few openly gay musicians in
jazz. Burton is a true innovator, both as a performer and an educator. His
autobiography is one of the most personal and insightful jazz books ever written.
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(Berklee Press). In "Learning to Listen," Gary Burton shares his 50 years of experiences at the top of the jazz
scene. A seven-time Grammy Award-winner, Burton made his first recordings at age 17, has toured and
recorded with a who's who of famous jazz names, and is one of only a few openly gay musicians in jazz.
Burton is a true innovator, both as a performer and an educator. His autobiography is one of the most
personal and insightful jazz books ever written.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Jazz musician Burton came out as a gay man on Terry Gross’s National Public Radio program, Fresh Air, in
1994, although he did not intend it that way. In fact, he was surprised that she brought it up given that, as he
notes in his introduction, he had only started telling a few friends and colleagues “that I had finally figured
out I was gay.” By that time, he was well into his forties, had been married several times, and had children.
Learning to Listen is a fascinating exploration of one man, who happens to be a world-class musician, and
his journey of self-discovery. He discusses his childhood in Indiana; his first music lessons at the age of six,
primarily on the marimba and vibraphone; his college days at the Berklee School of Music in Boston; his
early days playing the clubs in New York; his work with George Shearing and Stan Getz; forming his own
quartet; and going solo. The book has plenty of anecdotes, too, such as when Duke Ellington and his band
played at Burton’s high school (“I still can hardly believe they came to our little town in southern Indiana for
a gig”). Burton also includes miniportraits of famous musicians he has worked with over the years, including
Lionel Hampton, Milt Jackson, Miles Davis, Samuel Barber, Thelonious Monk, Red Norvo, Pat Metheny,
and Chick Corea. --June Sawyers

Review
Great musicians are no respecters of borders; they cross them at will, and in doing so define their own
territory. Gary Burton's career has spanned that porous borderland between jazz and rock music, between the
strictures of academia and the spontaneity of live performance. It has been a fascinating journey through the
great plains of music towards the high plateaux of the realized self. Bravo! --Sting

Gary Burton's life and works have paralleled the twists and turns of a wild half-century of cultural upheaval
and transition from a vantage point that is singularly fascinating and unique. Always one of the most fluent
and articulate communicators of complexity and nuance as a musician, in this captivating autobiography,
Gary takes us through a lifetime lived on the front lines of a shifting and evolving world with a clarity and
focus that is worthy of his narrative skills as one of the greatest jazz soloists of his time. --Pat Metheny

About the Author
Widely recognised as the most technically accomplished of jazz vibraphonists, Gary Burton also led the first
true fusion band, combining jazz with rock and storming festival stages and rock palaces around the world in
the late 1960s. By then, he had already toured the world with jazz icons George Shearing and Stan Getz-all
before he turned twenty-five. Burton has spent nearly sixty of his seventy years as a professional musician,
balancing full-time careers as a groundbreaking jazz artist and an innovative educator at the renowned
Berklee College of Music. Through his bands, as well as through his partnerships with Pat Metheny and
Chick Corea, he has forever changed the musical landscape of the late twentieth century.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deanna Christianson:

The book Learning to Listen: The Jazz Journey of Gary Burton: An Autobiography make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Learning
to Listen: The Jazz Journey of Gary Burton: An Autobiography to become your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Learning to Listen: The Jazz Journey of Gary
Burton: An Autobiography. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Nathanael Ma:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is Learning to Listen: The Jazz Journey of Gary Burton: An Autobiography this book
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does
the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

Holly Murphy:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Learning to Listen: The Jazz
Journey of Gary Burton: An Autobiography which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's find.

Harrison Johnson:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in the
top list in your reading list is Learning to Listen: The Jazz Journey of Gary Burton: An Autobiography. This
book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person.
By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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