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For most people, film adaptation of literature can be summed up in one sentence:
"The movie wasn't as good as the book." This volume undertakes to show the
reader that not only is this evaluation not always true but sometimes it is
intrinsically unfair. Movies based on literary works, while often billed as
adaptations, are more correctly termed translations. A director and his actors
translate the story from the written page into a visual presentation. Depending on
the form of the original text and the chosen method of translation, certain
inherent difficulties and pitfalls are associated with this change of medium. So
often our reception of a book-based movie has more to do with our expectations
and reading of the literature than with the job that the movie production did or
did not do. Avoiding these biases and fairly evaluating any particular literary-
based film takes an awareness of certain factors. Written with a formalistic rather
than historical approach, this work presents a comprehensive guide to literature-
based films, establishing a contextual and theoretical basis to help the reader
understand the relationships between such movies and the original texts as well
as the reader's own individual responses to these productions. To this end, it
focuses on recognizing and appreciating the inherent difficulties encountered
when basing a film on a literary work, be it a novel, novella, play or short story.
Individual chapters deal with the specific issues and difficulties raised by each of
these genres, providing an overview backed up by case studies of specific film
translations. Films and literary works receiving this treatment include The
Unbearable Lightness of Being, The Manchurian Candidate (1962), Lady
Windemere's Fan by Oscar Wilde and Shakespeare's Henry V. Interspersed
throughout the text are suggestions for activities the film student or buff can use
to enhance his or her appreciation and understanding of the films.
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For most people, film adaptation of literature can be summed up in one sentence: "The movie wasn't as good
as the book." This volume undertakes to show the reader that not only is this evaluation not always true but
sometimes it is intrinsically unfair. Movies based on literary works, while often billed as adaptations, are
more correctly termed translations. A director and his actors translate the story from the written page into a
visual presentation. Depending on the form of the original text and the chosen method of translation, certain
inherent difficulties and pitfalls are associated with this change of medium. So often our reception of a book-
based movie has more to do with our expectations and reading of the literature than with the job that the
movie production did or did not do. Avoiding these biases and fairly evaluating any particular literary-based
film takes an awareness of certain factors. Written with a formalistic rather than historical approach, this
work presents a comprehensive guide to literature-based films, establishing a contextual and theoretical basis
to help the reader understand the relationships between such movies and the original texts as well as the
reader's own individual responses to these productions. To this end, it focuses on recognizing and
appreciating the inherent difficulties encountered when basing a film on a literary work, be it a novel,
novella, play or short story. Individual chapters deal with the specific issues and difficulties raised by each of
these genres, providing an overview backed up by case studies of specific film translations. Films and
literary works receiving this treatment include The Unbearable Lightness of Being, The Manchurian
Candidate (1962), Lady Windemere's Fan by Oscar Wilde and Shakespeare's Henry V. Interspersed
throughout the text are suggestions for activities the film student or buff can use to enhance his or her
appreciation and understanding of the films.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Linda Costanzo Cahir is an assistant professor at Kean University and a contributing editor to Literature/Film
Quarterly. Her publications include numerous articles and the book Society and Solitude in the Works of
Herman Melville and Edith Wharton.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Herbert Turley:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Literature into Film: Theory And Practical Approaches book is
readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The
writer involving Literature into Film: Theory And Practical Approaches content conveys the idea easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Literature into Film: Theory And Practical
Approaches is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Antonette Schneider:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while
those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Literature into Film: Theory And Practical Approaches as
your daily resource information.

Ada Peterson:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent the whole day to reading a publication. The book Literature into Film: Theory And Practical
Approaches it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover
but this book has high quality.



Theresa Collins:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely without
a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is usually Literature into Film: Theory And Practical Approaches.
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