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Ajawas the album that made Steely Dan a commercial force on the order of
contemporaries like Fleetwood Mac, the Eagles and Chicago. A double-platinum,
Grammy-winning bestseller, it lingered on the Billboard charts for more than a
year and spawned three hit singles. Odd, then, that its creators saw it as an
"ambitious, extended" work, the apotheosis of their anti-rock, anti-band, anti-
glamour aesthetic. Populated by thirty-fi ve mostly jazz session players, Aja
served up prewar song forms, mixed meters and extended solos to a generation
whose idea of pop daring was Paul letting Linda sing lead once in awhile. And,
impossibly, it sold. Including an in-depth interview with Donald Fagen, this book
paints a detailed picture of the making of a masterpiece.
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Ajawas the album that made Steely Dan a commercial force on the order of contemporaries like Fleetwood
Mac, the Eagles and Chicago. A double-platinum, Grammy-winning bestseller, it lingered on the Billboard
charts for more than ayear and spawned three hit singles. Odd, then, that its creators saw it as an "ambitious,
extended" work, the apotheosis of their anti-rock, anti-band, anti-glamour aesthetic. Populated by thirty-fi ve
mostly jazz session players, Aja served up prewar song forms, mixed meters and extended solosto a
generation whose idea of pop daring was Paul letting Linda sing lead once in awhile. And, impossibly, it
sold. Including an in-depth interview with Donald Fagen, this book paints a detailed picture of the making of
amasterpiece.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Musician and songwriter Breithaupt's book pores over every last note of Josie, Deacon Blues, Peg and the
like with the enthusiasm of ateenybopper and the insight of an academic”

(Terry Staunton, Record Collector)

"Aja was the album that made Steely Dan a commercialforce on the order of contemporaries like Fleetwood
Mac, the Eagles, and Chicago. Adouble-platinum, Grammy-winning bestseller, it lingered on the
Billboardcharts for more than a year after its 1977 release and spawned three hitsingles. Odd, then, that its
creators saw it as an “ambitious, extended” work,the apotheosis of their anti-rock, anti-band, anti-glamour
aesthetic.

Including an in-depth interview with Dan co-founder Donald Fagen, this book- part of Continuum’s ongoing
33 1/3 series - by Canadian musician and musicjournalist Don Breithaupt paints a detailed picture of the
making of amasterpiece.” —Upper North Side

"Don Breithaupt has crafted an informative book about SteelyDan's platinum sixth album, Aja—part of
Continuum Press' 33 1/3 series onacclaimed albums in rock history. Theauthor analyzes Walter Becker and
Donald Fagen's cryptic word play and artyrock and West Coast studio contributions to the 1977 release and
tried to builda case in support of hisfervid-fan claim that Ajais 'the best record in thesolar
system."—Downbeat Magazine

"Ajaisthefirst one[in the series] I've read, but I'll be checking out the others. Highly recommended.”
Sereophile, December 2009

“Musician and songwriter Breithaupt’ s book pores over every last note of Josie, Deacon Blues, Peg and the
like with the enthusiasm of ateenybopper and the insight of an academic”

(Sanford Lakoff)

“Aja was the album that made Steely Dan a commercialforce on the order of contemporaries like Fleetwood
Mac, the Eagles, and Chicago. Adouble-platinum, Grammy-winning bestseller, it lingered on the
Billboardcharts for more than a year after its 1977 release and spawned three hitsingles. Odd, then, that its
creators saw it as an “ambitious, extended” work,the apotheosis of their anti-rock, anti-band, anti-glamour
aesthetic.

Including an in-depth interview with Dan co-founder Donald Fagen, this book- part of Continuum’s ongoing
33 1/3 series - by Canadian musician and musicjournalist Don Breithaupt paints a detailed picture of the
making of amasterpiece.” —Upper North Side

“Don Breithaupt has crafted an informative book about SteelyDan'’s platinum sixth album, Aja—part of
Continuum Press' 33 1/3 series onacclaimed albumsin rock history. Theauthor analyzes Walter Becker and



Donald Fagen’s cryptic word play and artyrock and West Coast studio contributions to the 1977 release and
tried to builda case in support of hisfervid-fan claim that Ajais 'the best record in thesolar
system.””—Downbeat Magazine

"Ajaisthefirst one[in the series] I'veread, but I'll be checking out the others. Highly recommended.”
Sereophile, December 2009

Review

"Musician and songwriter Breithaupt's book pores over every last note of Josie, Deacon Blues, Peg and the
like with the enthusiasm of ateenybopper and the insight of an academic”

(Terry Staunton, Record Collector )

"Aja was the album that made Steely Dan a commercial force on the order of contemporaries like Fleetwood Mac, the
Eagles, and Chicago. A double-platinum, Grammy-winning bestseller, it lingered on the Billboard charts for more than
ayear after its 1977 release and spawned three hit singles. Odd, then, that its creators saw it as an “ambitious, extended’
work, the apotheosis of their anti-rock, anti-band, anti-glamour aesthetic.

Including an in-depth interview with Dan co-founder Donald Fagen, this book - part of Continuum's ongoing 33 1/3
series - by Canadian musician and music journalist Don Breithaupt paints a detailed picture of the making of a
masterpiece." -Upper North Side

"Don Breithaupt has crafted an informative book about Steely Dan's platinum sixth album, Aja-part of
Continuum Press' 33 1/3 series on acclaimed albumsin rock history. The author analyzes Walter Becker and
Donald Fagen's cryptic word play and arty rock and West Coast studio contributions to the 1977 release and
tried to build a case in support of hisfervid-fan claim that Ajais 'the best record in the solar
system.™-Downbeat Magazine

"Ajaisthefirst one[in the series I've read, but I'll be checking out the others. Highly recommended.”
Sereophile, December 2009

“Musician and songwriter Breithaupt’s book pores over every last note of Josie, Deacon Blues, Peg and the
like with the enthusiasm of ateenybopper and the insight of an academic”

()

“Aja was the album that made Steely Dan a commercial force on the order of contemporaries like Fleetwood Mac, the
Eagles, and Chicago. A double-platinum, Grammy-winning bestseller, it lingered on the Billboard charts for more than
ayear after its 1977 release and spawned three hit singles. Odd, then, that its creators saw it as an “ambitious, extended”
work, the apotheosis of their anti-rock, anti-band, anti-glamour aesthetic.

Including an in-depth interview with Dan co-founder Donald Fagen, this book - part of Continuum’s ongoing 33 1/3



series - by Canadian musician and music journalist Don Breithaupt paints a detailed picture of the making of a
masterpiece.” —Upper North Side

About the Author

Don Breithaupt is a studio musician and songwriter based in Toronto. He is the co-author of Precious and
Few: Pop Music in the Early '70s and Night Moves: Pop Music in the Late '70s. A Berklee College of Music
alumnus and three-time Juno Award nominee, he has written extensively on music and film for the National
Post.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Stacey Ryan:

In other case, littleindividuals like to read book Steely Dan's Aja (33 1/3). Y ou can choose the best book if
you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book Steely Dan's Aja (33 1/3).

Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from
book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go
tothelibrary. Let's examine.

Melvin Hayes:

The book Steely Dan's Aja (33 1/3) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your sparetime. You can utilizeto
make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Steely Dan's Aja (33 1/3) to become
your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a e-book Steely Dan's
Aja (33 1/3). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do
you think about this reserve?

Sidney Raobertson:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possihilities will not happen inside you if you take Steely Dan's Aja (33 1/3) as the daily resource
information.



Terry Hallis:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friendsiis thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Steely Dan's Aja (33 1/3), itis
possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of hang typeis

it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading
friends.
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