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This unique work takes a method of textual analysis commonly used in studies of
ancient Western and Eastern manuscripts and appliesit to twenty-one early
Qur'an manuscripts. Keith Small analyzes a defined portion of text from the
Qur'an with two aimsin view: to recover the earliest form of text for this portion,
and to trace the historical development of this portion to the current form of the
text of the Qur'an. Small concludes that though a significantly early edited form
of the consonantal text of the Qur'an can be recovered, its original forms of text
cannot be obtained. He also documents the further editing that was required to
record the Arabic text of the Qur'an in a complete phonetic script, aswell as
providing an explanation for much of the development of various recitation
systems of the Qur'an. This controversial, thought-provoking book provides a
rigorous examination into the history of the Qur'an and will be of great interest to
Quranic Studies scholars.
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Editorial Review

Review

This detailed study of a series of early manuscripts of the Qur'an is the first work to bring out the full
implications of several generations of scholarly activity in the area of Quranic textual studies. By situating
the manuscript evidence alongside the information provided by Islamic tradition, Small brings new insights
to the history of the development of a standardized text of the Qur'an. Employing processes of textual
criticism rigorously developed in New Testament studies, this work provides afresh view of a controversial
topic that has rarely been broached before regarding the establishment of the written text of the Qur'an.
Small's work is certain to reignite a vigorous debate about how scholars assess the evidence provided by
written sources when faced with assertions concerning the primacy of simultaneous and robust oral
transmission. (Andrew Rippin, University of Victoria, Canada)

In this study, Keith Small applies the principles of textual analysis to twenty-two manuscripts?most of them
early?that contain Q. 14:35-41, which describes how Abraham settled his son?presumably Ishmael ?in
Mecca. Based on a careful and systematic analysis of the manuscripts, Small traces the historical
development of the Qur'anic text from the rise of Islam until the 10th century CE. Comparison of the
manuscripts with the evidence of literary sources suggests that the text remained open and fluid during the
first half of the seventh century, and that the production of a standard text was not completed until the end of
that century. This editorial project, sponsored by the Umayyad caliphs, resulted in the destruction of most if
not all of the earliest manuscripts, with the result that it is currently impossible to recover the original form
of thetext. Thisis an important contribution to scholarship on the Qur'an. (David S. Powers, Cornell
University)

Textual Criticismand Qur’an Manuscriptsby Keith E. Small should find a prominent place in libraries of
academic institutions involved in the field of qur’anic studies and the early period of ISam. . . .[I]Jtisagood
introduction for scholars new to the field. (Isslam and Christian-Muslim Relations)

About the Author
Keith E. Small is an associate research fellow and visiting lecturer for the Centre for Islamic Studies and
Muslim-Christian Relations at the London School of Theology.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
William Deck:

Here thing why that Textual Criticism and Qur'an Manuscripts are different and trustworthy to be yours.
First of al reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which isthe content is
asdelicious asfood or not. Textual Criticism and Qur'an Manuscripts giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with Textual Criticism
and Qur'an Manuscripts. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing
this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere
likein area, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficultiesin bringing
the imprinted book maybe the form of Textual Criticism and Qur'an Manuscripts in e-book can be your
aternate.



Teresa Propst:

Often the book Textual Criticism and Qur'an Manuscripts will bring you to the new experience of reading a
new book. The author style to explain the ideais very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this
book very suitable to you. The book Textual Criticism and Qur'an Manuscripts is much recommended to you
to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Stephen Thrush:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity thisislook different you can read
some sort of book. It isredly fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
long to reading areserve. The book Textual Criticism and Qur'an Manuscriptsit is quite good to read. There
are alot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space to devel op this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQore very easily to read
this book from the smart phone. The priceis not to cover but this book features high quality.

Edith Manning:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
haveit in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Textual Criticism and Qur'an
Manuscripts can give you alot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have matter that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? L et us have Textual Criticism
and Qur'an Manuscripts.
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