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Is the Torah true? Do the five books of Moses provide an accurate historical
account of the people of ancient Israel’s origins?

In The Original Torah, S. David Sperling argues that, while there is no
archeological evidence to support much of the activity chronicled in the Torah, a
historical reality exists there if we know how to seek it.

By noting the use of foreign words or mentions of technological innovations
scholars can often pinpoint the date and place in which a text was written.
Sperling examines the stories of the Torah against their historical and geographic
backgrounds and arrives at a new conclusion: the tales of the Torah were
originally composed as allegories whose purpose was distinctly and intentionally
political.

The book illustrates how the authors of the Pentateuch advanced their political
and religious agenda by attributing deeds of historical figures like Jeroboam and
David to ancient allegorical characters like Abraham and Jacob. If “Abraham“
had made peace with Philistines, for example, then David could rely on a
precedent to do likewise. The Original Torah provides a new interpretive key to
the foundational document of both Judaism and Christianity.
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Is the Torah true? Do the five books of Moses provide an accurate historical account of the people of ancient
Israel’s origins?

In The Original Torah, S. David Sperling argues that, while there is no archeological evidence to support
much of the activity chronicled in the Torah, a historical reality exists there if we know how to seek it.

By noting the use of foreign words or mentions of technological innovations scholars can often pinpoint the
date and place in which a text was written. Sperling examines the stories of the Torah against their historical
and geographic backgrounds and arrives at a new conclusion: the tales of the Torah were originally
composed as allegories whose purpose was distinctly and intentionally political.

The book illustrates how the authors of the Pentateuch advanced their political and religious agenda by
attributing deeds of historical figures like Jeroboam and David to ancient allegorical characters like Abraham
and Jacob. If “Abraham“ had made peace with Philistines, for example, then David could rely on a precedent
to do likewise. The Original Torah provides a new interpretive key to the foundational document of both
Judaism and Christianity.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The modern biblical interpreter . . . faces a daunting task in trying to unravel the intentions of the Torah's
authors. S. does not retreat from the challenge.”
-Theological Studies

“An excellent and provocative read . . . challenges the reader to rethink previously held suppositions
concerning biblical texts.“
-Carl S. Ehrlich,York University

“Likely to be the standard work on this subject for years to come, and to contribute to one of the most
important debates in the history of the Jewish people, on the very nature of Israel and the Covenant.”
-James R. Russell,Harvard University

About the Author

S. David Sperling is Professor of Bible and Chair of the Faculty at Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute
of Religion. Sperling is also the author of Students of the Covenant, and served as the consulting editor for
the Haftarah Commentary.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Nault:

The publication with title The Original Torah: The Political Intent of the Bible's Writers contains a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist
new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

David Rivera:

The book The Original Torah: The Political Intent of the Bible's Writers has a lot info on it. So when you



check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The
author makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after looking over this book.

Heidi Montgomery:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer could be The Original Torah: The Political Intent of the Bible's Writers why
because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Anthony Bankston:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be study. The Original Torah: The Political Intent of the Bible's Writers can be your answer given it can be
read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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