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The image of the shadow in mid-twentieth-century America appeared across a
variety of genres and media including poetry, pulp fiction, photography, and
film. Drawing on an extensive framework that ranges from Cold War cultural
histories to theorizations of psychoanalysis and the Gothic, Erik Mortenson
argues that shadow imagery in 1950s and 1960s American culture not only
reflected the anxiety and ambiguity of the times but also offered an imaginative
space for artists to challenge the binary rhetoric associated with the Cold War.

 

After contextualizing the postwar use of shadow imagery in the wake of the
atomic bomb, Ambiguous Borderlands looks at shadows in print works, detailing
the reemergence of the pulp fiction crime fighter the Shadow in the late-1950s
writings of Sylvia Plath, Amiri Baraka, and Jack Kerouac. Using Freudian and
Jungian conceptions of the unconscious, Mortenson then discusses Kerouac’s and
Allen Ginsberg’s shared dream of a “shrouded stranger” and how it shaped their
Beat aesthetic. Turning to the visual, Mortenson examines the dehumanizing
effect of shadow imagery in the Cold War photography of Robert Frank, William
Klein, and Ralph Eugene Meatyard.  Mortenson concludes with an investigation
of the use of chiaroscuro in 1950s film noir and the popular television series The
Twilight Zone, further detailing how the complexities of Cold War society were
mirrored across these media in the ubiquitous imagery of light and dark.

 

From comics to movies, Beats to bombs, Ambiguous Borderlands provides a
novel understanding of the Cold War cultural context through its analysis of the
image of the shadow in midcentury media. Its interdisciplinary approach,
ambitious subject matter, and diverse theoretical framing make it essential
reading for anyone interested in American literary and popular culture during the
fifties and sixties.
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The image of the shadow in mid-twentieth-century America appeared across a variety of genres and media
including poetry, pulp fiction, photography, and film. Drawing on an extensive framework that ranges from
Cold War cultural histories to theorizations of psychoanalysis and the Gothic, Erik Mortenson argues that
shadow imagery in 1950s and 1960s American culture not only reflected the anxiety and ambiguity of the
times but also offered an imaginative space for artists to challenge the binary rhetoric associated with the
Cold War.

 

After contextualizing the postwar use of shadow imagery in the wake of the atomic bomb, Ambiguous
Borderlands looks at shadows in print works, detailing the reemergence of the pulp fiction crime fighter the
Shadow in the late-1950s writings of Sylvia Plath, Amiri Baraka, and Jack Kerouac. Using Freudian and
Jungian conceptions of the unconscious, Mortenson then discusses Kerouac’s and Allen Ginsberg’s shared
dream of a “shrouded stranger” and how it shaped their Beat aesthetic. Turning to the visual, Mortenson
examines the dehumanizing effect of shadow imagery in the Cold War photography of Robert Frank,
William Klein, and Ralph Eugene Meatyard.  Mortenson concludes with an investigation of the use of
chiaroscuro in 1950s film noir and the popular television series The Twilight Zone, further detailing how the
complexities of Cold War society were mirrored across these media in the ubiquitous imagery of light and
dark.

 

From comics to movies, Beats to bombs, Ambiguous Borderlands provides a novel understanding of the
Cold War cultural context through its analysis of the image of the shadow in midcentury media. Its
interdisciplinary approach, ambitious subject matter, and diverse theoretical framing make it essential
reading for anyone interested in American literary and popular culture during the fifties and sixties.
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Editorial Review

Review
"As this critically informed and impeccably readable narrative demonstrates, shadows were everywhere in
Cold War America, their indeterminacy flickering through literature, film, photography, and television,
haunting and unsettling the supposedly clear ideological binaries and battle lines of the era. From the literal
shadows of human figures seared onto the walls of Hiroshima by the blast of the atom bomb in 1945 to the
chiaroscuro lighting of film noir classics such as Kiss Me Deadly a decade later, Erik Mortenson illuminates
the fascinating cultural history of one of the Cold War's most seductive and significant rhetorical tropes."
--Oliver Harris, professor of American literature, president of the European Beat Studies Network

"Ambiguous Borderlands offers a scholarly and yet utterly readable window on a heretofore under explored
area of Beat studies. For those interested in Kerouac and Ginsberg, but for whom Beat studies seem stale
and/or repetitive, this fresh perspective will prove thrilling. Do yourself a favor and explore the shadows of
the Beat Generation."
--David S. Wills, editor of Beatdom literary journal

About the Author

Erik Mortenson is an assistant professor in the department of English and Comparative Literature at Koç
University in Istanbul, Turkey. He is the author of Capturing the Beat Moment: Cultural Politics and the
Poetics of Presence, which was selected as a Choice Outstanding Academic Title in 2011.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ramiro Alvarez:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Ambiguous Borderlands: Shadow Imagery in
Cold War American Culture is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Marie Clemmer:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in
the top listing in your reading list is definitely Ambiguous Borderlands: Shadow Imagery in Cold War
American Culture. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.



Bernard Kovach:

You can find this Ambiguous Borderlands: Shadow Imagery in Cold War American Culture by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Raymond Langford:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or
real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Ambiguous Borderlands: Shadow Imagery in Cold War American Culture
can make you feel more interested to read.
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