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Drawing on more than 30 years of experience in ceramics, author Vince Pitelka
has created the most practical, al-inclusive studio handbook for students, studio
artists, educators and all those interested in the art of clay. The ten chaptersin
Clay: A Studio Handbook address the full range of ceramic processes, and
bring alifetime of ceramic knowledge directly into the hands of potters.
Concerned about safe and efficient studio operation, Pitelka pays diligent
attention to safety practices.

Professional potters, students, teachers even serious weekend potters will find
this book istheir single best resource for gaining, retaining, and expanding a
solid understanding of clay. And after that, this book helps you move your work
forward, with detailed descriptions of techniques you may have tried and
abandoned, or techniques you've been yearning to try out but didn't have clear
guidelinesfor.

Nothing on earth is more essential, more organic, more basic than clay. Children
play in the dirt. They make mudpies. Kids like that (if they're lucky) grow up to
be potters like us. We have a freedom that's often hard to put into words a
freedom to express joy, sorrow, hope, whimsy, and more in a medium that flows
beneath our fingerslike ariver of creativity. When it dries, we coat it in the color
of our own imagination and relinquish it to another of nature's most basic
elements: fire. What comes out of the cooled kiln is a snapshot in time, a moment
of history forever frozen in its place a beautiful piece in the present that could
easily become an artifact of the past in a future we may never see.

As potters, as artists, we don't always see ourselves as playing a crucial rolein
history. But, then, neither did the first people who put hand to clay and made the
first artistic expression of the human spirit in aform you could hold in your hand.
Many of uswork on instinct, on intuition beyond our time. But even with
inspiration, the laws of physics till hold sway over the clay, and the more we
know about its properties and potential, the farther we can take our work. There
is such avast amount of knowledge you need to excel as aceramics artist, and no
one head can hold al that information.

And what if you're serious, but not a professional? Clay: A Studio Handbook is
like having a giant secret stash of Albany dlip hidden away in your studio (see
pages 5 and 146 to see why that would be an advantage). Clay: A Studio
Handbook answers life's most pressing questions in the field of clay:

Why does my beautifully shaped bowl come out of the kiln twisted?

How do | incorporate more color into my work without glazing my piecesto
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death?

When are my pieces dry enough to fire? Can | accelerate the drying process
without putting my work at risk?

What do | do when everything | throw comes off the wheel and heads right back
into the recycling pile?

Where do | begin to set up my own studio?

Who can help me solve the big problems and the little ones?

The author, Vince Pitelka, is an established ceramics artist. With more than 30
years of experience, Pitelka answers your questions about materials, studio
safety, tools, equipment, clay and glaze mixes, firing processes and techniques,
and more.

Pitelka's descriptions and explanations cover every area of ceramics you can
imagine, from pinch pots to studio setup to manageable marketing. Brush up on
techniques as diverse as nerikomi (p. 118) and mishima (p. 108), or explore an
unconventional approach to slab building.

Thisisthe most practical, hands-on reference book on clay you can own.
Whether you're a seasoned professional, a teacher, a student, or a determined
dabbler, this book is a valuable resource you don't want to be without. Y ou'll go
back to it again and again.
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Drawing on more than 30 years of experience in ceramics, author Vince Pitelka has created the most
practical, all-inclusive studio handbook for students, studio artists, educators and all those interested in the
art of clay. The ten chaptersin Clay: A Studio Handbook address the full range of ceramic processes, and
bring alifetime of ceramic knowledge directly into the hands of potters. Concerned about safe and efficient
studio operation, Pitelka pays diligent attention to safety practices.

Professional potters, students, teachers even serious weekend potters will find this book is their single best
resource for gaining, retaining, and expanding a solid understanding of clay. And after that, this book helps
you move your work forward, with detailed descriptions of techniques you may have tried and abandoned, or
techniques you've been yearning to try out but didn't have clear guidelines for.

Nothing on earth is more essential, more organic, more basic than clay. Children play in the dirt. They make
mudpies. Kidslike that (if they're lucky) grow up to be potters like us. We have a freedom that's often hard
to put into words a freedom to express joy, sorrow, hope, whimsy, and more in a medium that flows beneath
our fingerslike ariver of creativity. When it dries, we coat it in the color of our own imagination and
relinquish it to another of nature's most basic elements: fire. What comes out of the cooled kiln is a snapshot
in time, amoment of history forever frozen in its place a beautiful piece in the present that could easily
become an artifact of the past in a future we may never see.

As potters, as artists, we don't always see ourselves as playing a crucial role in history. But, then, neither did
the first people who put hand to clay and made the first artistic expression of the human spirit in aform you
could hold in your hand. Many of uswaork on instinct, on intuition beyond our time. But even with
inspiration, the laws of physics still hold sway over the clay, and the more we know about its properties and
potential, the farther we can take our work. Thereis such avast amount of knowledge you need to excel asa
ceramics artist, and no one head can hold all that information.

And what if you're serious, but not a professional? Clay: A Studio Handbook islike having a giant secret
stash of Albany dlip hidden away in your studio (see pages 5 and 146 to see why that would be an
advantage). Clay: A Studio Handbook answers life's most pressing questions in the field of clay:

Why does my beautifully shaped bowl come out of the kiln twisted?

How do | incorporate more color into my work without glazing my pieces to death?

When are my pieces dry enough to fire? Can | accelerate the drying process without putting my work at risk?
What do | do when everything | throw comes off the wheel and heads right back into the recycling pile?
Where do | begin to set up my own studio?

Who can help me solve the big problems and the little ones?

The author, Vince Pitelka, is an established ceramics artist. With more than 30 years of experience, Pitelka
answers your guestions about materials, studio safety, tools, equipment, clay and glaze mixes, firing
processes and techniques, and more.

Pitelka's descriptions and explanations cover every area of ceramics you can imagine, from pinch pots to
studio setup to manageable marketing. Brush up on techniques as diverse as nerikomi (p. 118) and mishima
(p. 108), or explore an unconventional approach to slab building.

Thisisthe most practical, hands-on reference book on clay you can own. Whether you're a seasoned
professional, ateacher, a student, or a determined dabbler, this book is a valuable resource you don't want to
be without. Y ou'll go back to it again and again.
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Editorial Review

Review
Few [books] are as comprehensive, well thought-out and clearly written as this. --Ceramic Review
January/February 2002

If you work with clay if you want to work with clay you want this book. Y ou need this book. It covers
everything you need to know about working with clay, from details about tools and materials to techniques
for forming and firing Clay: A Studio Handbaook by Vince Pitelkais the best thereisfor al around info on
clay. --John Hesselberth

Vince's book is agreat how-to book! Anyone just starting to work in clay should have acopy. It details a
very wide breadth of what can be done in pottery, great pictures, clear description of each technigque. --Dan
& Laurel, Pfeiffer Fire Arts

...tool to develop skills, for guidance in setting up a studio and to use later as a reference resource. --Pottery
In Australia, June 2001

Vince'sisthe best al-around clay book that | have encountered. --Charles M oore, Sacramento, CA

| have read several books on pottery and technique and this book, for all-inclusive information, beats them
al. One definitely that should be in everyone's studio. | actually could visualize making forms as| read the
text. It gets right down to the molecular level of events that happen in the kiln, things | didn't know before.
Wonderful work!! Take a class, then read this book. Y ou'll want to play with clay the rest of your life. --
Sherry Mclntosh, Saskatchewan, Canada

About the Author

The author of Clay: A Studio Handbook is Vince Pitelka, himself an established ceramics artist. With more
than 30 years of experience, Pitelka answers your questions about materials, studio safety, tools, equipment,
clay and glaze mixes, firing processes and techniques, and more.

Pitelka's descriptions and explanations cover every area of ceramics you can imagine, from pinch pots to
studio setup to manageable marketing. Brush up (or catch up) on techniques as diverse as nerikomi (p. 118)
and mishima (p. 108), or explore an unconventional approach to slab building.

Thisisthe most practical, hands-on reference book on clay you can own. Whether you're a seasoned
professional, ateacher, a student, or a determined dabbler, Clay: A Studio Handbook is a valuable resource
you don't want to be without. You'll go back to it again and again. There'sjust no way to hold all this
information in your head all the time after al, you need some mental space to let inspiration roll around a
little.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Karon Hall:

This book untitled Clay: A Studio Handbook to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this
is because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will easily to buy that book in



the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So thereisho
reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Milton Jones:

The book untitled Clay: A Studio Handbook contain alot of information on it. The writer explains the girl
idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not
worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author providesyou in
the new eraof literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or
model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book,
you can open up their official web-site aswell as order it. Have anice learn.

Jeffrey Garner:

Y ou can find this Clay: A Studio Handbook by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solveissueif you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not
only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern erajust like
now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Steve Franklin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you aso know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that reading
is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you go onto be your abject. One of them is this Clay: A Studio Handbook.
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