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Pope Francis has called mandatory priestly celibacy a "gift for the Church," but
added "since it is not a dogma, the door is always open" to change. As this
Church discipline continues to be debated, it is important for Catholics to delve
into the theological and not merely pragmatic reasons behind its continuation.
Priestly Celibacy: Theological Foundations, therefore, fills a critical gap in the
current theological literature on this important topic of ecclesial ministry and life,
and also helps to contribute to the advancement of the rather underdeveloped
theology of priestly celibacy.

A review of contemporary literature shows that works abound on the history,
sociology, psychology and spirituality of priestly celibacy. However, little has
been offered in the way of a theology per se. This book will catch readers up on
the theological reflection that has been done, while proposing a Eucharist-based
theology of celibacy distinguising priestly celibacy from general theologies of
celibacy or virginity.

Fr. Gary Selin presents a systematic theology of priestly celibacy, with a special
focus given to the development of the threefold scheme of priestly celibacy, i.e.
its christological, ecclesiological, and eschatological dimensions. The volume
begins with a summary of the biblical foundations of clerical continence and
celibacy, and then reviews the development of the discipline in the Latin Church
from the patristic era to the twentieth century, while also tracing the emerging
theology that underlies the practice. The focus then switches to the teaching of
Vatican II, Paul VI and subsequent magisterial texts, as elaborated through the
threefold dimension of celibacy. The final two chapters consists of Selin's
original contribution to the discussion, particularly in the form of various
proposals for a systematic theology of priestly celibacy, each of which is
organized around the Eucharist as the interpretative key. These proposals should
stimulate further debate and development in this timely theological area.
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Pope Francis has called mandatory priestly celibacy a "gift for the Church," but added "since it is not a
dogma, the door is always open" to change. As this Church discipline continues to be debated, it is important
for Catholics to delve into the theological and not merely pragmatic reasons behind its continuation. Priestly
Celibacy: Theological Foundations, therefore, fills a critical gap in the current theological literature on this
important topic of ecclesial ministry and life, and also helps to contribute to the advancement of the rather
underdeveloped theology of priestly celibacy.

A review of contemporary literature shows that works abound on the history, sociology, psychology and
spirituality of priestly celibacy. However, little has been offered in the way of a theology per se. This book
will catch readers up on the theological reflection that has been done, while proposing a Eucharist-based
theology of celibacy distinguising priestly celibacy from general theologies of celibacy or virginity.

Fr. Gary Selin presents a systematic theology of priestly celibacy, with a special focus given to the
development of the threefold scheme of priestly celibacy, i.e. its christological, ecclesiological, and
eschatological dimensions. The volume begins with a summary of the biblical foundations of clerical
continence and celibacy, and then reviews the development of the discipline in the Latin Church from the
patristic era to the twentieth century, while also tracing the emerging theology that underlies the practice.
The focus then switches to the teaching of Vatican II, Paul VI and subsequent magisterial texts, as elaborated
through the threefold dimension of celibacy. The final two chapters consists of Selin's original contribution
to the discussion, particularly in the form of various proposals for a systematic theology of priestly celibacy,
each of which is organized around the Eucharist as the interpretative key. These proposals should stimulate
further debate and development in this timely theological area.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Gary B. Selin, STD, is assistant professor and formation advisor, St. John Vianney Seminar, Denver

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Llanos:

This book untitled Priestly Celibacy: Theological Foundations to be one of several books this best seller in
this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy
this kind of book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book
too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So
there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Kurt Rose:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this Priestly Celibacy:
Theological Foundations.

Larry Mason:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read will be Priestly Celibacy: Theological Foundations.

Scott Bush:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in



the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Priestly Celibacy: Theological Foundations why because
the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Download and Read Online Priestly Celibacy: Theological
Foundations By Gary B Selin #CZN3S70TYUO



Read Priestly Celibacy: Theological Foundations By Gary B Selin
for online ebook

Priestly Celibacy: Theological Foundations By Gary B Selin Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to
read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read
books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to
read Priestly Celibacy: Theological Foundations By Gary B Selin books to read online.

Online Priestly Celibacy: Theological Foundations By Gary B Selin ebook PDF
download

Priestly Celibacy: Theological Foundations By Gary B Selin Doc

Priestly Celibacy: Theological Foundations By Gary B Selin Mobipocket

Priestly Celibacy: Theological Foundations By Gary B Selin EPub

CZN3S70TYUO: Priestly Celibacy: Theological Foundations By Gary B Selin


