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SeattleOil.com  The Internet writings of John Michael Greer - beyond any doubt
the greatest peak oil historian in the English language - have finally made their
way into print. Greer fans will recognize many of the book's passages from
previous essays, but will be delighted to see them fleshed out here with additional
examples and analysis.The Long Descent is one of the most highly anticipated
peak oil books of the year, and it lives up to every ounce of hype. Greer is a
captivating, brilliantly inventive writer with a deep knowledge of history, an
impressive amount of mechanical savvy, a flair for storytelling and a gift for
drawing art analogies. His new book presents an astonishing view of our society's
past, present and future trajectory--one that is unmatched in its breadth and depth.
Reviewed by Frank Kaminski

Wired.com  The Long Descent is a welcome antidote to the armageddonism that
often accompanies peak oil discussions. "The decline of a civilization is rarely
anything like so sudden for those who live through it" writes Greer,
encouragingly; it's "a much slower and more complex transformation than the
sudden catastrophes imagined by many soical critics today."
The changes that will follow the decline of world petroleum production are likely
to be sweeping and global, Greer concludes, but from the perspective of those
who live through them these changes are much more likely to take gradual and
local forms. Reviewed by Bruce Sterling

Americans are expressing deep concern about US dependence on petroleum,
rising energy prices, and the threat of climate change. Unlike the energy crisis of
the 1970s, however, there is a lurking fear that now the times are different and
the crisis may not easily be resolved.

The Long Descent examines the basis of such fear through three core themes:

Industrial society is following the same well-worn path that has led other●

civilizations into decline, a path involving a much slower and more complex
transformation than the sudden catastrophes imagined by so many social critics
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today.
The roots of the crisis lie in the cultural stories that shape the way we●

understand the world. Since problems cannot be solved with the same thinking
that created them, these ways of thinking need to be replaced with others better
suited to the needs of our time.
It is too late for massive programs for top-down change; the change must come●

from individuals.

Hope exists in actions that range from taking up a handicraft or adopting an
“obsolete” technology, through planting an organic vegetable garden, taking
charge of your own health care or spirituality, and building community.

Focusing eloquently on constructive adaptation to massive change, this book will
have wide appeal.
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Greer concludes, but from the perspective of those who live through them these changes are much more
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Americans are expressing deep concern about US dependence on petroleum, rising energy prices, and the
threat of climate change. Unlike the energy crisis of the 1970s, however, there is a lurking fear that now the
times are different and the crisis may not easily be resolved.
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involving a much slower and more complex transformation than the sudden catastrophes imagined by so
many social critics today.
The roots of the crisis lie in the cultural stories that shape the way we understand the world. Since problems●

cannot be solved with the same thinking that created them, these ways of thinking need to be replaced with
others better suited to the needs of our time.
It is too late for massive programs for top-down change; the change must come from individuals.●

Hope exists in actions that range from taking up a handicraft or adopting an “obsolete” technology, through
planting an organic vegetable garden, taking charge of your own health care or spirituality, and building
community.

Focusing eloquently on constructive adaptation to massive change, this book will have wide appeal.
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Editorial Review

Review
null (2008-09-30)

Americans are expressing deep concern about US dependence on petroleum, rising energy prices and the
threat of climate change. Unlike the energy crisis of the 1970s, however, there is a lurking fear that, now, the
times are different and the crisis may not easily be resolved.

The Long Descent examines the basis of such fear through three core themes:

Industrial society is following the same well-worn path that has led other civilizations into decline, a path●

involving a much slower and more complex transformation than the sudden catastrophes imagined by so
many social critics today.
The roots of the crisis lie in the cultural stories that shape the way we understand the world. Since problems●

cannot be solved with the same thinking that created thyem, these ways of thinking need to be replaced
with others better suited to the needs of our time.
It is too late for massive programs for top-down change; the change must come from individuals.●

Hope exists in actions that range from taking up a handicraft or adopting an "obsolete" technology, through
planting an organic vegetable garden, taking charge of your own health care or spirituality, and building
community.

Focusing eloquently on constructive adaptation to massive change, this book will have wide appeal.

(2008-05-07)

About the Author

John Michael Greer is a certified Master Conserver, organic gardener and scholar of ecological history. His
widely-cited blog, The Archdruid Report, deals with peak oil. He is the author of The Long Descent and
lives in Ashland, Oregon.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Marcotte:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book The Long Descent: A User's



Guide to the End of the Industrial Age. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look
for the internet sources or other social media.

Judy Chisolm:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that
question because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need that The Long Descent: A User's Guide to the
End of the Industrial Age to read.

Linda Christopher:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some
of you maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Long Descent:
A User's Guide to the End of the Industrial Age is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Christine Cote:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you
read this The Long Descent: A User's Guide to the End of the Industrial Age, you could tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a reserve.
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