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Anxieties of Interiority and Dissection in Early Modern Spain brings the study of
Europe’s “culture of dissection” to the Iberian peninsula, presenting a neglected
episode in the development of the modern concept of the self. Enrique Fernandez
explores the ways in which sixteenth and seventeenth-century anatomical
research stimulated both a sense of interiority and a fear of that interior’s
exposure and punishment by the early modern state.

Examining works by Miguel de Cervantes, María de Zayas, Fray Luis de
Granada, and Francisco de Quevedo, Fernandez highlights the existence of
narratives in which the author creates a surrogate self on paper, then “dissects” it.
He argues that these texts share a fearful awareness of having a complex inner
self in a country where one’s interiority was under permanent threat of punitive
exposure by the Inquisition or the state. A sophisticated analysis of literary,
religious, and medical practice in early modern Spain, Fernandez’s work will
interest scholars working on questions of early modern science, medicine, and
body politics.
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dissection” to the Iberian peninsula, presenting a neglected episode in the development of the modern
concept of the self. Enrique Fernandez explores the ways in which sixteenth and seventeenth-century
anatomical research stimulated both a sense of interiority and a fear of that interior’s exposure and
punishment by the early modern state.

Examining works by Miguel de Cervantes, María de Zayas, Fray Luis de Granada, and Francisco de
Quevedo, Fernandez highlights the existence of narratives in which the author creates a surrogate self on
paper, then “dissects” it. He argues that these texts share a fearful awareness of having a complex inner self
in a country where one’s interiority was under permanent threat of punitive exposure by the Inquisition or the
state. A sophisticated analysis of literary, religious, and medical practice in early modern Spain, Fernandez’s
work will interest scholars working on questions of early modern science, medicine, and body politics.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘The book is well written and researched… Each chapter is an insightful reading of a group of texts.’

(Dale Shuger Renaissance Quarterly vol 69:01:2016)

‘This book is original for its analysis of anatomical research and its impact on literary production. The book
will be of interest to scholars of early modern Spanish literature and culture as well as historians of science
and medicine in Spain.’

(Margaret Boyle Sixteenth Century Journal vol 68:01:2017)

‘Fernandez provides an authoritative challenge to the generalist assumptions inherent in writings concerning
interiority and selfhood. His new way of thinking is bound to become a vital reference source for future
research.’ (Ana Duarte Rodrigues Isis vol 107:02:2016)

Review
“Anxieties of Interiority is a well-researched and highly original study that offers a nuanced look at the
literary production of the early modern period from an anatomical perspective. Fernandez’s well-rounded
knowledge of the history of anatomy and the social and political history of the early modern period serve
him well here.” (David Castillo, Department of Romance Languages and Literatures, State University of
New York at Buffalo)

“Fernandez’s work will advance our knowledge of how the discourses of anatomy informed literary practice
and narrative strategies, providing a semantic field as well as figurative language to enhance a different sort
of cultural expression.” (Charles Ganelin, Department of Spanish and Portuguese, Miami University)

“Well-written, clear, and concise, Anxieties of Interiority contributes to the interdisciplinary dialogue
connecting literary and scientific discourse in early modern Europe in important ways that will resonate
beyond the field of Hispanic studies.” (Cory Reed, Department of Spanish, University of Texas at Austi)

About the Author
Enrique Fernandez is a professor of Spanish literature in the Department of French, Spanish, and Italian at
the University of Manitoba.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Wilma Baca:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How people have
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book



can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Anxieties of Interiority and
Dissection in Early Modern Spain (Toronto Iberic) book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Jeff Wheeler:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is
usually Anxieties of Interiority and Dissection in Early Modern Spain (Toronto Iberic).

Michael Brown:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Anxieties of Interiority and
Dissection in Early Modern Spain (Toronto Iberic) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply
by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world
considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Anxieties of Interiority and Dissection in
Early Modern Spain (Toronto Iberic) become your own starter.

Heidi Crenshaw:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Anxieties of Interiority and Dissection in
Early Modern Spain (Toronto Iberic) to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
open up a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Anxieties of Interiority and Dissection in Early
Modern Spain (Toronto Iberic) can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse
with the information must you're doing of these time.
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