
From Time Immemorial: The Origins of the
Arab-Jewish Conflict over Palestine

By Joan Peters

From Time Immemorial: The Origins of the Arab-Jewish Conflict over
Palestine By Joan Peters

This monumental and fascinating book, the product of seven years of original
research, will forever change the terms of the debate about the conflicting claims
of the Arabs and the Jews in the Middle East.

The weight of the comprehensive evidence found and brilliantly analyzed by
historian and journalist Joan Peters answers many crucial questions, among them:
Why are the Arab refugees from Israel seen in a different light from all the other,
far more numerous peoples who were displaced after World War II? Why,
indeed, are they seen differently from the Jewish refugees who were forced, in
1948 and after, to leave the Arab countries to find a haven in Israel? Who, in fact,
are the Arabs who were living within the borders of present-day Israel, and where
did they come from?

Joan Peters's highly readable and moving development of the answers to these
and related questions will appear startling, even to those on both sides of the
argument who have considered themselves to be in command of the facts. On the
basis of a definitive weight of hitherto unexamined population and other
historical data, much of it buried in untouched archives, Peters demonstrates that
Jews did not displace Arabs in Palestine-just the reverse: Arabs displaced Jews;
that a hidden but major Arab migration and immigration took place into areas
settled by Jews in pre-Israel Palestine; that a substantial number of the Arab
refugees called Palestinians in reality had foreign roots; that for every Arab
refugee who left Israel in 1948, there was a Jewish refugee who fled or was
expelled from his Arab birthplace at the same time-today's much discussed
Sephardic majority in Israel is in fact composed mainly of these Arab-born
Jewish refugees or their offspring; that Britain, the Mandatory power, winked at
and even encouraged Arab immigration into Palestine between the two World
Wars; that by disguising the Arab immigrants as "indigenous native Palestinian
Arabs," the British justified their restrictions on Jewish immigration and
settlement, dooming masses of European Jews to destruction in the Nazi camps.

Joan Peters also unfolds a historical record to shatter the widely held belief that
Arabs and Jews harmoniously coexisted for centuries in the Arab world-the fact
is that the Jews, along with other non-Muslims, were second-class citizens,
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oppressed in the Muslim world for more than a millennium. And this continuing
prejudicial tradition of hostility underlies, as well, every Arab action toward the
state of Israel.

In addition to her pioneering archival researches, Joan Peters has frequently
traveled in the Middle East, conducting numerous interviews and gathering the
personal observations of the first-rate reporter she is. The result is a book that has
already had a major impact on policy discussions of one of the most vital and
intractable of the world's problems, shrouded until now in a fog of
misinformation and ignorance.

Distributed exclusively by Jonathan David Publishers.
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different light from all the other, far more numerous peoples who were displaced after World War II? Why,
indeed, are they seen differently from the Jewish refugees who were forced, in 1948 and after, to leave the
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Joan Peters's highly readable and moving development of the answers to these and related questions will
appear startling, even to those on both sides of the argument who have considered themselves to be in
command of the facts. On the basis of a definitive weight of hitherto unexamined population and other
historical data, much of it buried in untouched archives, Peters demonstrates that Jews did not displace Arabs
in Palestine-just the reverse: Arabs displaced Jews; that a hidden but major Arab migration and immigration
took place into areas settled by Jews in pre-Israel Palestine; that a substantial number of the Arab refugees
called Palestinians in reality had foreign roots; that for every Arab refugee who left Israel in 1948, there was
a Jewish refugee who fled or was expelled from his Arab birthplace at the same time-today's much discussed
Sephardic majority in Israel is in fact composed mainly of these Arab-born Jewish refugees or their
offspring; that Britain, the Mandatory power, winked at and even encouraged Arab immigration into
Palestine between the two World Wars; that by disguising the Arab immigrants as "indigenous native
Palestinian Arabs," the British justified their restrictions on Jewish immigration and settlement, dooming
masses of European Jews to destruction in the Nazi camps.

Joan Peters also unfolds a historical record to shatter the widely held belief that Arabs and Jews
harmoniously coexisted for centuries in the Arab world-the fact is that the Jews, along with other non-
Muslims, were second-class citizens, oppressed in the Muslim world for more than a millennium. And this
continuing prejudicial tradition of hostility underlies, as well, every Arab action toward the state of Israel.

In addition to her pioneering archival researches, Joan Peters has frequently traveled in the Middle East,
conducting numerous interviews and gathering the personal observations of the first-rate reporter she is. The
result is a book that has already had a major impact on policy discussions of one of the most vital and
intractable of the world's problems, shrouded until now in a fog of misinformation and ignorance.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...will change the mind of our generation. If understood, it could also affect the history of the future." -- New
Republic

"A remarkable document in itself. . . . The refugees are not the problem but the excuse." -- Washington Post
Book World

"Contains much valuable information...deserving the attention of anyone seriously concerned with the
Palestinian problem." -- S.D. Goitein, The Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton

"This book is a historical event in itself..." -- Barbara Tuchman

About the Author
Joan Peters has written and lectured widely on the Middle East, Central America, and the Soviet Union. She
has contributed to Harper's, Commentary, The New Republic, The New Leader, and other periodicals, and
has served as White House consultant on the Middle East.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Bunnell:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book From Time Immemorial: The Origins of the Arab-
Jewish Conflict over Palestine. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we
know about how is important the book From Time Immemorial: The Origins of the Arab-Jewish Conflict
over Palestine. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when
you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Henry Hedrick:

This From Time Immemorial: The Origins of the Arab-Jewish Conflict over Palestine book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot
of information you will get. This kind of From Time Immemorial: The Origins of the Arab-Jewish Conflict
over Palestine without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't become worry From Time Immemorial: The Origins of the Arab-Jewish Conflict over Palestine can
bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in
your lovely laptop even cell phone. This From Time Immemorial: The Origins of the Arab-Jewish Conflict
over Palestine having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in



reading.

Ilene Bixler:

The book with title From Time Immemorial: The Origins of the Arab-Jewish Conflict over Palestine
posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This
specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the
world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Adam Blandford:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this From
Time Immemorial: The Origins of the Arab-Jewish Conflict over Palestine.
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