
Inside Immigration Detention

By Mary Bosworth

Inside Immigration Detention By Mary Bosworth

On any given day nearly 3000 foreign national citizens are detained under
immigration powers in UK detention centres alone. Around the world immigrants
are routinely detained in similar conditions. The institutions charged with
immigrant detention are volatile and contested sites. They are also places about
which we know very little. What is their goal? How do they operate? How are
they justified?

Inside Immigration Detention lifts the lid on the hidden world of migrant
detention, presenting the first national study of life in British immigration
removal centres. Offering more than just a description of life behind bars of those
men and women awaiting deportation, it uses staff and detainee testimonies to
revisit key assumptions about state power and the legacies of colonialism under
conditions of globalization.

Based on fieldwork conducted in six immigration removal centres (IRCs)
between 2009 and 2012, it draws together a large amount of empirical data
including: detainee surveys and interviews, staff interviews, observation, and
detailed field notes. From this, the book explores how immigration removal
centres identify their inhabitants as strangers, constructing them as unfamiliar,
ambiguous and uncertain. In this endeavour, the establishments are greatly
assisted by their resemblance to prisons
and by familiar racialized narratives about foreigners and nationality.

However, as staff and detainee testimonies reveal, in their interactions and day-
to-day life women and men find many points of commonality. Such recognition
of one another reveals the goal and effect of detention to be incomplete. Denial
requires effort. In order to minimize the effort it must expend, the state 'governs
at distance', via the contract. It also splits itself in two, deploying some
immigration staff onsite, while keeping the actual decision-makers (the
caseworkers) elsewhere,
sequestered from the potentially destabilizing effects of facing up to those whom
they wish to remove. Such distancing, while bureaucratically effective,
contributes to the uncertainty of daily life in detention, and is often the source of
considerable criticism and unease. Denial and familiarity are
embodied and localized activities, whose pains and contradictions inhere in
concrete relationships.
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On any given day nearly 3000 foreign national citizens are detained under immigration powers in UK
detention centres alone. Around the world immigrants are routinely detained in similar conditions. The
institutions charged with immigrant detention are volatile and contested sites. They are also places about
which we know very little. What is their goal? How do they operate? How are they justified?

Inside Immigration Detention lifts the lid on the hidden world of migrant detention, presenting the first
national study of life in British immigration removal centres. Offering more than just a description of life
behind bars of those men and women awaiting deportation, it uses staff and detainee testimonies to revisit
key assumptions about state power and the legacies of colonialism under conditions of globalization.

Based on fieldwork conducted in six immigration removal centres (IRCs) between 2009 and 2012, it draws
together a large amount of empirical data including: detainee surveys and interviews, staff interviews,
observation, and detailed field notes. From this, the book explores how immigration removal centres identify
their inhabitants as strangers, constructing them as unfamiliar, ambiguous and uncertain. In this endeavour,
the establishments are greatly assisted by their resemblance to prisons
and by familiar racialized narratives about foreigners and nationality.

However, as staff and detainee testimonies reveal, in their interactions and day-to-day life women and men
find many points of commonality. Such recognition of one another reveals the goal and effect of detention to
be incomplete. Denial requires effort. In order to minimize the effort it must expend, the state 'governs at
distance', via the contract. It also splits itself in two, deploying some immigration staff onsite, while keeping
the actual decision-makers (the caseworkers) elsewhere,
sequestered from the potentially destabilizing effects of facing up to those whom they wish to remove. Such
distancing, while bureaucratically effective, contributes to the uncertainty of daily life in detention, and is
often the source of considerable criticism and unease. Denial and familiarity are
embodied and localized activities, whose pains and contradictions inhere in concrete relationships.
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Editorial Review

Review

"One of the (many) merits of this book is that it persuasively demonstrates that big theories and grand
concepts break down under ethnographic scrutiny." -Paul Mutsaers, Criminal Law and Criminal Justice
Books

"This book is not only a must read for undergraduate and postgraduate students with an interest in migration
and detention, but also for policy-makers responsible for redressing the current imbalance between
confinement, autonomy and opportunities for self-realisation." -Liam Fenn, The British Sociology Review

About the Author

Mary Bosworth, Reader in Criminology and Fellow of St Cross College, University of Oxford and,
concurrently, Professor of Criminology, Monash University Australia,

Mary Bosworth is Reader in Criminology and Fellow of St Cross College at the University of Oxford, and
concurrently, Professor of Criminology at Monash University, Australia. She works on race, gender, and
citizenship in prisons and immigration detention. Her books include Engendering Resistance (1999), The US
Federal Prison System (2002), and Explaining US Imprisonment (2010). Mary is Director of Border
Criminologies http://bordercriminologies.law.ox.ac.uk, an interdisciplinary research group in Oxford, and
UK Editor-in-Chief of Theoretical Criminology. She is currently leading a 5-year European Starting Grant,
'Subjectivity, Identity and Penal Power' as well as a 3-year Leverhulme International Research Network on
External Border Control.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lenore Ryan:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Inside Immigration Detention. Try to face the book Inside Immigration
Detention as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.



Jack Alexandre:

The guide with title Inside Immigration Detention includes a lot of information that you can understand it.
You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that
exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find
out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Thomas Woods:

Inside Immigration Detention can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will
put every word into delight arrangement in writing Inside Immigration Detention but doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it.
This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Lillian Kea:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Inside Immigration Detention can be the response,
oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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