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Considered by many the greatest of the classic Greek tragedies, Oedipus Rex is
Sophocles' finest play and a work of extraordinary power and resonance.
Aristotle considered it a masterpiece of dramatic construction and refers to it
frequently in the Poetics.
In presenting the story of King Oedipus and the tragedy that ensues when he
discovers he has inadvertently killed his father and married his mother, the play
exhibits near-perfect harmony of character and action. Moreover, the masterly
use of dramatic irony greatly intensifies the impact of the agonizing events and
emotions experienced by Oedipus and the other characters in the play. Now these
and many other facets of this towering tragedy may be studied and appreciated in
Dover's attractive inexpensive edition of one of the great landmarks of Western
drama.
A selection of the Common Core State Standards Initiative.
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Considered by many the greatest of the classic Greek tragedies, Oedipus Rex is Sophocles' finest play and a
work of extraordinary power and resonance. Aristotle considered it a masterpiece of dramatic construction
and refers to it frequently in the Poetics.
In presenting the story of King Oedipus and the tragedy that ensues when he discovers he has inadvertently
killed his father and married his mother, the play exhibits near-perfect harmony of character and action.
Moreover, the masterly use of dramatic irony greatly intensifies the impact of the agonizing events and
emotions experienced by Oedipus and the other characters in the play. Now these and many other facets of
this towering tragedy may be studied and appreciated in Dover's attractive inexpensive edition of one of the
great landmarks of Western drama.
A selection of the Common Core State Standards Initiative.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 11 Up-This performance of Oedipus the King, the classic Greek tragedy by Sophocles, is dramatic and
compelling. As in all works that are meant to be performed rather than read, the play takes on much more
meaning and emotion when performed by these fine actors. The most riveting characterization is presented
by Michael Sheen as Oedipus. He clearly portrays the brash confidence of the young king, the confusion and
fear as the king begins to suspect what has happened and, finally, the total despair of the dethroned and
outcast Oedipus. All the actors give fine performances that are easily understood and add to the overall
drama and tragedy. The Greek chorus is especially effective as it comments on the course of events. Sound
effects and music are used sparingly and very effectively. Those using the cassette version will find that
there is no notification when each side has ended. Since many high school classes read this work, this
excellent audio version would be a valuable resource in school and public libraries.
Pat Griffith, Schlow Memorial Library, State College, PA
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

“A great work of world literature has at last become a great poem in English. Mulroy’s translation is far
superior to other available English verse translations.”—Robert J. Rabel, editor of Approaches to Homer,
Ancient and Modern

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Greek

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Mundo:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but
the problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Oedipus Rex
(Dover Thrift Editions) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Robert Clift:

The book with title Oedipus Rex (Dover Thrift Editions) posesses a lot of information that you can learn it.
You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information
that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to



find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Jennifer Shipley:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled Oedipus
Rex (Dover Thrift Editions) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The
Oedipus Rex (Dover Thrift Editions) giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts
but also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning
a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Suanne Barnwell:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Oedipus Rex (Dover Thrift Editions) was colourful and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Oedipus Rex (Dover Thrift Editions) has many
kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan
you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make
you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally
and try to like reading that.
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