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With the memoir boom, life storytelling has become ubiquitous and emerged as a
distinct field of study. Reading Autobiography, originally published in 2001, was
the first comprehensive critical introduction to life writing in all its forms.
Widely adopted for undergraduate and graduate-level courses, it is an essential
guide for students and scholars reading and interpreting autobiographical texts
and methods across the humanities, social sciences, and visual and performing
arts.
 
Thoroughly updated, the second edition of Reading Autobiography is the most
complete assessment of life narrative in its myriad forms. It lays out a
sophisticated, theoretical approach to life writing and the components of
autobiographical acts, including memory, experience, identity, embodiment,
space, and agency. Sidonie Smith and Julia Watson explore these components,
review the history of life writing and the foundations of autobiographical
subjectivity, and provide a toolkit for working with twenty-three key concepts.
Their survey of innovative forms of life writing, such as autographics and
installation self-portraiture, charts recent shifts in autobiographical practice.
Especially useful for courses are the appendices: a glossary covering dozens of
distinct genres of life writing, proposals for group and classroom projects, and an
extensive bibliography.
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Reading Autobiography, originally published in 2001, was the first comprehensive critical introduction to
life writing in all its forms. Widely adopted for undergraduate and graduate-level courses, it is an essential
guide for students and scholars reading and interpreting autobiographical texts and methods across the
humanities, social sciences, and visual and performing arts.
 
Thoroughly updated, the second edition of Reading Autobiography is the most complete assessment of life
narrative in its myriad forms. It lays out a sophisticated, theoretical approach to life writing and the
components of autobiographical acts, including memory, experience, identity, embodiment, space, and
agency. Sidonie Smith and Julia Watson explore these components, review the history of life writing and the
foundations of autobiographical subjectivity, and provide a toolkit for working with twenty-three key
concepts. Their survey of innovative forms of life writing, such as autographics and installation self-
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Sidonie Smith is Martha Guernsey Colby Collegiate Professor of English and Women’s Studies at the
University of Michigan.

Julia Watson is professor of comparative studies at Ohio State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Justin Perry:

This Reading Autobiography: A Guide for Interpreting Life Narratives, Second Edition book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a
lot of information you will get. This Reading Autobiography: A Guide for Interpreting Life Narratives,
Second Edition without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Reading Autobiography: A Guide for Interpreting Life Narratives,
Second Edition can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because
you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Reading Autobiography: A Guide for Interpreting
Life Narratives, Second Edition having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Donald Sigman:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Reading Autobiography: A Guide for Interpreting Life Narratives, Second
Edition book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange
for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer of Reading Autobiography: A Guide for Interpreting Life Narratives, Second Edition content
conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Reading Autobiography: A Guide
for Interpreting Life Narratives, Second Edition is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Jerry Blair:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially
book entitled Reading Autobiography: A Guide for Interpreting Life Narratives, Second Edition your
thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe



unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book
then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The
Reading Autobiography: A Guide for Interpreting Life Narratives, Second Edition giving you yet another
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So
now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when
you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare
time activity?

Theresa Nash:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Reading Autobiography: A Guide for Interpreting Life Narratives, Second
Edition can make you feel more interested to read.
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