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“A thrilling account of the modern material world.” —Wall Street Journal

"Miodownik, a materials scientist, explains the history and science behind
things such as paper, glass, chocolate, and concrete with an infectious
enthusiasm." —Scientific American

Why is glass see-through? What makes elastic stretchy? Why does any material
look and behave the way it does? These are the sorts of questions that renowned
materials scientist Mark Miodownik constantly asks himself. Miodownik studies
objects as ordinary as an envelope and as unexpected as concrete cloth,
uncovering the fascinating secrets that hold together our physical world. In Stuff
Matters, Miodownik explores the materials he encounters in a typical morning,
from the steel in his razor to the foam in his sneakers. Full of enthralling tales of
the miracles of engineering that permeate our lives, Stuff Matters will make you
see stuff in a whole new way.

"Stuff Matters is about hidden wonders, the astonishing properties of
materials we think boring, banal, and unworthy of attention...It's possible
this science and these stories have been told elsewhere, but like the best
chocolatiers, Miodownik gets the blend right." —New York Times Book
Review
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“A thrilling account of the modern material world.” —Wall Street Journal

"Miodownik, a materials scientist, explains the history and science behind things such as paper, glass,
chocolate, and concrete with an infectious enthusiasm." —Scientific American

Why is glass see-through? What makes elastic stretchy? Why does any material look and behave the way it
does? These are the sorts of questions that renowned materials scientist Mark Miodownik constantly asks
himself. Miodownik studies objects as ordinary as an envelope and as unexpected as concrete cloth,
uncovering the fascinating secrets that hold together our physical world. In Stuff Matters, Miodownik
explores the materials he encounters in a typical morning, from the steel in his razor to the foam in his
sneakers. Full of enthralling tales of the miracles of engineering that permeate our lives, Stuff Matters will
make you see stuff in a whole new way.

"Stuff Matters is about hidden wonders, the astonishing properties of materials we think boring, banal,
and unworthy of attention...It's possible this science and these stories have been told elsewhere, but
like the best chocolatiers, Miodownik gets the blend right." —New York Times Book Review
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
University professor Miodownik accomplishes a bit of a miracle here by making a discussion of materials
science not only accessible but witty as well. Spinning out of a surprisingly personal introduction, this Bill
Brysonesque study of steel, paper, chocolate, and more takes readers deeply inside the history of the 11
common materials captured in a photograph taken of the author relaxing on his outdoor deck. Miodownik
has a genial style as he dives into the science of chemical compositions with aplomb, then pivots into
thoughtful considerations of wine glasses, wrapping paper, joint replacements, and the concrete construction
of the John F. Kennedy International Airport. With boundless enthusiasm, he turns considerations of the
most mundane of topics into dazzling tours of ancient Rome and Willy Wonka’s factory, along with a look at
the intricacies of Samurai sword making. At a time when science is maligned, first-rate storyteller
Miodownik entertains and educates with pop-culture references, scholarly asides, and nods to everyone from
the Six Million Dollar Man to the Luminère brothers. A delight for the curious reader. --Colleen Mondor

Review
"Miodownik's infectious curiosity and explanatory gifts will inspire [listeners] to take a closer look at the
materials around them." ---Publishers Weekly Starred Review

From the Inside Flap

An eye-opening adventure deep inside the everyday materials that surround us, packed with
surprising stories and fascinating science

Why is glass see-through? What makes elastic stretchy? Why does a paper clip bend? Why does any material
look and behave the way it does? These are the sorts of questions that Mark Miodownik is constantly asking
himself. A globally renowned materials scientist, Miodownik has spent his life exploring objects as ordinary
as an envelope and as unexpected as concrete cloth, uncovering the fascinating secrets that hold together our
physical world.

In Stuff Matters, Miodownik entertainingly examines the materials he encounters in a typical morning, from
the steel in his razor and the graphite in his pencil to the foam in his sneakers and the concrete in a nearby
skyscraper. He offers a compendium of the most astounding histories and marvelous scientific breakthroughs
in the material world, including:

• The imprisoned alchemist who saved himself from execution by creating the first European porcelain.

• The hidden gem of the Milky Way, a planet five times the size of Earth, made entirely of diamond.

• Graphene, the thinnest, strongest, stiffest material in existence—only a single atom thick—that could be
used to make entire buildings sensitive to touch.

From the teacup to the jet engine, the silicon chip to the paper clip, the plastic in our appliances to the elastic
in our underpants, our lives are overflowing with materials. Full of enthralling tales of the miracles of
engineering that permeate our lives, Stuff Matters will make you see stuff in a whole new way.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Butler:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Stuff Matters: Exploring the Marvelous Materials
That Shape Our Man-Made World. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important a new book Stuff Matters: Exploring the Marvelous Materials That Shape Our
Man-Made World. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it
when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Cornell Neal:

Here thing why this particular Stuff Matters: Exploring the Marvelous Materials That Shape Our Man-Made
World are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the
content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Stuff Matters: Exploring the Marvelous
Materials That Shape Our Man-Made World giving you information deeper since different ways, you can
find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Stuff Matters: Exploring the Marvelous
Materials That Shape Our Man-Made World. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your
own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You
can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who
is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Stuff Matters: Exploring the
Marvelous Materials That Shape Our Man-Made World in e-book can be your alternate.

James Crow:

This Stuff Matters: Exploring the Marvelous Materials That Shape Our Man-Made World usually are
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Stuff
Matters: Exploring the Marvelous Materials That Shape Our Man-Made World can be one of the great books
you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with
information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Stuff Matters:
Exploring the Marvelous Materials That Shape Our Man-Made World forcing you to have an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Philip Logan:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Stuff Matters: Exploring the Marvelous
Materials That Shape Our Man-Made World can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know.



You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?
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