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As families are rediscovering the joys and virtues of staying and entertaining at
home, board games have surged in popularity indeed, sales doubled in the last
year alone. this mirrors a trend in the late nineteenth century the heyday of
American boards and table games when, fueled by the introduction of games
coincided with a growing need for middle-class social entertainment.
Then, like now, the games that best captured players imaginations mimicked, and
sometimes poked fun at, the culture that produced them Organized around
themes such as courtship, commerce, travel, sports, and city life, The Games We
Played brings together over one hundred eye-catching examples of Americas rare
and popular board games, such as The Game of Playing Department Store, which
encourage players to accumulate the greatest quantity of goods while spending
their money as economically as possible, and Bulls and Bears: The Great Wall
St. Game, in which players try their hand as speculators, bankers, and brokers,
yelling each other down as if in a trading pit.
This playful visual survey of its thematic essays will cause board and table game
aficionados to share in the revelry of togetherness.
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As families are rediscovering the joys and virtues of staying and entertaining at home, board games have
surged in popularity indeed, sales doubled in the last year alone. this mirrors a trend in the late nineteenth
century the heyday of American boards and table games when, fueled by the introduction of games coincided
with a growing need for middle-class social entertainment.
Then, like now, the games that best captured players imaginations mimicked, and sometimes poked fun at,
the culture that produced them Organized around themes such as courtship, commerce, travel, sports, and
city life, The Games We Played brings together over one hundred eye-catching examples of Americas rare
and popular board games, such as The Game of Playing Department Store, which encourage players to
accumulate the greatest quantity of goods while spending their money as economically as possible, and Bulls
and Bears: The Great Wall St. Game, in which players try their hand as speculators, bankers, and brokers,
yelling each other down as if in a trading pit.
This playful visual survey of its thematic essays will cause board and table game aficionados to share in the
revelry of togetherness.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
You won't find Monopoly or Scrabble here, but rather The Popular Game of Broadway and Soldier Ten Pins.
But some of the other names will be familiar in this vividly illustrated collection of late 19th-century and
early 20th-century games in the collection of the New-York Historical Society: Milton Bradley (producer of,
among others, Anagrams and Other Letter Games) and Parker Brothers (who produced What's His Name, a
quiz game about famous men). This fascinating look at games past is not all play: Jackson, president of the
Historical Society and a historian at Columbia, posits that games reflect the social concerns of their times,
and illuminating captions offer bite-size lessons in social history.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Commemorating an exhibition that closed in January 2003, this big, square book revivifies a forgotten corner
of American popular culture. On nearly every page, it displays the board, box cover, and other accoutrements
of one or more nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century board games, exemplified by some of the best-kept
specimens of the old amusements, their brilliant colors barely jaundiced with age. Hofer's sparse text imparts
that board and table games enjoyed their American heyday from the 1840s to the 1920s, though, of course,
the type persists, as the continued popularity of Monopoly, invented as late as 1935, indicates. Indeed, some
of the oldest games survive, perhaps in adapted form, to this day--for instance, Fish Pond lives on as a little
children's activity at fund-raiser carnivals. Hofer presents the games in such broad and narrow topical
chapters as "Parlor Amusements" (a big category) and "War Games" (almost all based on the Spanish-
American War), and usually relays just enough, and never too much, information in the captions for one of
the most charming sets of illustrations imaginable. Ray Olson
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"...rich with scientific, historic and geographic information....oddly poignant." -- The New York Times, May
4, 2003

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Darren Marshall:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Games We Played: The Golden Age of Board &
Table Games.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Merideth Davis:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Games We
Played: The Golden Age of Board & Table Games suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Games We Played: The Golden Age of Board & Table
Gamesis the one of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in
the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to.
The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this
guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this book.

Adam Nelson:

You can find this The Games We Played: The Golden Age of Board & Table Games by go to the bookstore
or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose
right ways for you.

John Moreno:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book The Games We Played: The Golden Age of
Board & Table Games to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and
examine it. Beside that the book The Games We Played: The Golden Age of Board & Table Games can to be
your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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