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In the Middle Eastern nation of Iran, discontent simmered for decades. The
Iranian people despised their leader, Reza Shah, who catered to foreign
businesses while ruling Iran as a dictator. In 1979 discontent boiled up into all-
out revolution. Led by the charismatic Ayatollah Khomeini, the Iranian people
seized control and created a new government based on the Islamic religion. The
Iranian Revolution quickly became a showdown between the ideas and values of
Islam and those of the West--particularly the United States. The most dramatic
event in this showdown occurred in late 1979, when Iranian students captured a
group of U.S. Embassy staff, holding them hostage for more than a year. During
the following decades, the revolution recast the face of the Middle East: it set in
motion a movement of Islamic fundamentalism--a movement that has taken
center stage in world events in the twenty-first century. The Iranian Revolution is
an ongoing story. However the story ends, the revolution is surely one of world
history's most pivotal moments.
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In the Middle Eastern nation of Iran, discontent simmered for decades. The Iranian people despised their
leader, Reza Shah, who catered to foreign businesses while ruling Iran as a dictator. In 1979 discontent
boiled up into all-out revolution. Led by the charismatic Ayatollah Khomeini, the Iranian people seized
control and created a new government based on the Islamic religion. The Iranian Revolution quickly became
a showdown between the ideas and values of Islam and those of the West--particularly the United States. The
most dramatic event in this showdown occurred in late 1979, when Iranian students captured a group of U.S.
Embassy staff, holding them hostage for more than a year. During the following decades, the revolution
recast the face of the Middle East: it set in motion a movement of Islamic fundamentalism--a movement that
has taken center stage in world events in the twenty-first century. The Iranian Revolution is an ongoing story.
However the story ends, the revolution is surely one of world history's most pivotal moments.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
This concise but informative history chronicles how the Iranian Revolution of 1979 transformed Iran from a
monarchy to a Fundamentalist Islamic republic. Brief background information explains the underpinnings of
the revolution and basic facts about Islam, including the differences between Shiite and Sunni sects. The
bulk of the book focuses upon the revolutionary leader Ayatollah Ruholla Khomeini and the impact the
revolution had upon the Iranian people, the Middle East, and particularly the U.S., with considerable
attention given to the hostage crisis of 1979–1981. January effectively illustrates the irony of how the
revolution rid the country of an autocratic, corrupt ruler only to replace it with an equally oppressive regime.
A brief discussion of contemporary developments in Iran concludes, followed by a time line, source notes,
and suggestions for further research. Accessibly written and attractively designed, the text is complemented
throughout with photographs, maps, and sidebars. Offer this insightful volume to YAs alongside Marjane
Satrapi’s graphic novel Persepolis (2003),an account of her childhood during the Iranian Revolution. Grades
9-12. --Ed Sullivan

About the Author
Brendan January is an award-winning author of more than twenty nonfiction books for young readers,
including Genocide and Globalize It!. Educated at Haverford College and Columbia Graduate School of
Journalism, January was also a Fulbright Scholar in Germany. He lives with his wife and two children in
Maplewood, New Jersey.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Matthew Coleman:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Iranian Revolution (Pivotal
Moments in History) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you
fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Ollie Johnson:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is The Iranian Revolution (Pivotal Moments in History).

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Jim May:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Iranian
Revolution (Pivotal Moments in History) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick The Iranian
Revolution (Pivotal Moments in History) become your own personal starter.

Eva Oleary:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Iranian Revolution (Pivotal Moments in History) can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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