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Patricia Crone's latest book is about the Iranian response to the Muslim
penetration of the Iranian countryside, the revolts subsequently triggered there,
and the religious communities that these revolts revealed. The book also
describes a complex of religious ideas that, however varied in space and unstable
over time, has demonstrated a remarkable persistence in Iran across a period of
two millennia. The central thesis is that this complex of ideas has been endemic
to the mountain population of Iran and occasionally become epidemic with major
consequences for the country, most strikingly in the revolts examined here, and
in the rise of the Safavids who imposed Shi'ism on Iran. This learned and
engaging book by one of the most influential scholars of early Islamic history
casts entirely new light on the nature of religion in pre-Islamic Iran, and on the
persistence of Iranian religious beliefs both outside and inside Islam after the
Arab conquest.
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Patricia Crone's latest book is about the Iranian response to the Muslim penetration of the Iranian
countryside, the revolts subsequently triggered there, and the religious communities that these revolts
revealed. The book also describes a complex of religious ideas that, however varied in space and unstable
over time, has demonstrated a remarkable persistence in Iran across a period of two millennia. The central
thesis is that this complex of ideas has been endemic to the mountain population of Iran and occasionally
become epidemic with major consequences for the country, most strikingly in the revolts examined here, and
in the rise of the Safavids who imposed Shi'ism on Iran. This learned and engaging book by one of the most
influential scholars of early Islamic history casts entirely new light on the nature of religion in pre-Islamic
Iran, and on the persistence of Iranian religious beliefs both outside and inside Islam after the Arab conquest.
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Editorial Review

Review
"What needs to be stressed about The Nativist Prophets of Early Islamic Iran is that it is a book of rare
intellectual courage. It is written in such a way that we are left in no doubt as to the momentous issues that
were at stake in this procession of seemingly bizarre creeds and persons, in a land which, for most outsiders
of the time (Arab Muslims quite as much as Byzantine Christians), was as distant and majestic as the face of
the moon ... Patricia Crone's book has made this battle intelligible and vivid to us, and as real and urgent, in
its wider implications, as if it had happened only yesterday."
Times Literary Supplement

"The Nativist Prophets of Early Islamic Iran is the story of an immense and mysterious landscape,
intermittently rocked, throughout the late antique and early Islamic periods (effectively from around 250 to
850 AD), by detonations of religious fervor sparked by social unrest ... The thrill of this book is that it brings
the Iranian world into the mainstream of late antique history. Iran is seen as yet another participant in the
religious and intellectual upheavals of the time."
The New York Review of Books

"One of Patricia Crone's achievements in her magnificent book on Iran in the aftermath of the Islamic
conquest is to shed new light on sex on the Iranian plateau ... using sources, besides Herodotus, that range
from hostile Muslim missionaries to Buddhist pilgrims, she establishes that polyandry, the lending of
wombs, and the renting of inseminators were not uncommon and that incestuous marriage was encouraged
under Zoroastrian law."
Christopher de Bellaigue, Common Knowledge

About the Author
Patricia Crone is Mellon Professor of Islamic History, School of Historical Studies, Institute of Advanced
Study, Princeton. Her numerous publications include Slaves on Horses: The Evolution of the Islamic Polity
(1980, 2003), God's Caliph: Religious Authority in the First Centuries of Islam, coauthored with Martin
Hinds (1986, 2003), Pre-Industrial Societies: Anatomy of the Pre-Modern World (1989, 2003) and God's
Rule: Government and Islam: Six Centuries of Medieval Islamic Political Thought (2005).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Resnick:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Nativist Prophets of Early
Islamic Iran: Rural Revolt and Local Zoroastrianism book because this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably
know this.



Samuel Lester:

The book with title The Nativist Prophets of Early Islamic Iran: Rural Revolt and Local Zoroastrianism
contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read the idea anywhere you want.

Michael Walker:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and The Nativist Prophets of Early Islamic Iran: Rural
Revolt and Local Zoroastrianism as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher
or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science publication, any other book likes The Nativist Prophets of Early Islamic Iran: Rural Revolt
and Local Zoroastrianism to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Nicole Williams:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
From the book The Nativist Prophets of Early Islamic Iran: Rural Revolt and Local Zoroastrianism we can
acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must choose to
read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at
this time book The Nativist Prophets of Early Islamic Iran: Rural Revolt and Local Zoroastrianism. You can
more pleasing than now.
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