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The Promise of Amida Buddha is the first complete English translation of a
seminal collection of writings by the Japanese Pure Land school's founder,
Honen-shonin (1133-1212). The so-called Japanese Anthology (Wago Toroku)
collects his surviving short writings composed in Japanese, including letters of
exhortation and public pronouncements. The vital writings provide a window
into Honen's life and the turbulent era in which he lived and taught.

Honen-shonin, who lived in Japan in the twelfth century, saw that the complexity
of traditional Buddhist practices made them inaccessible to people outside the
monastic elite. Drawing on the Chinese Pure Land tradition, he re-imagined Pure
Land practice for Japan and ushered in a new and dynamic practice that
continues in the present day. In our degenerate age, says Honen, we cannot hope
to reach enlightenment via the practices employed by the Buddhist masters of
old. For us there is only one avenue to liberation--rebirth in the Pure Land of
Amida, from whence our progress is irreversible and our ultimate release
assured. The Pure Land is a heavenly destination made manifest through the pure
vow of Amida to save all beings, and we secure passage to this land in our next
life through pure faith in Amida at the very moment of death. The practice of
faith in Amida is performed through nembutsu, the continual recitation of the
mantra Namu Amida Butsu, which bonds us to Amida and brings us into his care.
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The Promise of Amida Buddha is the first complete English translation of a seminal collection of writings by
the Japanese Pure Land school's founder, Honen-shonin (1133-1212). The so-called Japanese Anthology
(Wago Toroku) collects his surviving short writings composed in Japanese, including letters of exhortation
and public pronouncements. The vital writings provide a window into Honen's life and the turbulent era in
which he lived and taught.

Honen-shonin, who lived in Japan in the twelfth century, saw that the complexity of traditional Buddhist
practices made them inaccessible to people outside the monastic elite. Drawing on the Chinese Pure Land
tradition, he re-imagined Pure Land practice for Japan and ushered in a new and dynamic practice that
continues in the present day. In our degenerate age, says Honen, we cannot hope to reach enlightenment via
the practices employed by the Buddhist masters of old. For us there is only one avenue to liberation--rebirth
in the Pure Land of Amida, from whence our progress is irreversible and our ultimate release assured. The
Pure Land is a heavenly destination made manifest through the pure vow of Amida to save all beings, and we
secure passage to this land in our next life through pure faith in Amida at the very moment of death. The
practice of faith in Amida is performed through nembutsu, the continual recitation of the mantra Namu
Amida Butsu, which bonds us to Amida and brings us into his care.
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Editorial Review

Review
"These records provide an invaluable glimpse not only into Honen's Pure Land Buddhism but also the
landscape of Japanese society in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries." (Buddhadharma)

About the Author
Joji Atone was born in Fukuoka, Japan, in 1951 and holds a PhD from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
Since 1992, he has been the director of Bukkyo University-Los Angeles Extension.

Yoko Hayashi, MEd, is a retired educator living in Los Angeles. The daughter of a Japanese Pure Land
missionary, she was born in Hawaii, where she spent her professional career.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Jones:

The book The Promise of Amida Buddha: Honen's Path to Bliss gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book
The Promise of Amida Buddha: Honen's Path to Bliss being your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like wide open and read a publication The Promise of Amida Buddha: Honen's
Path to Bliss. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So
, how do you think about this publication?

Brenda Wright:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Promise of Amida Buddha: Honen's Path to Bliss, you can
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Jessie Loudermilk:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer may be The Promise of Amida Buddha: Honen's Path to Bliss why because the



wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.

Steven Allen:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Promise of Amida Buddha: Honen's Path to
Bliss can give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that they
don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Promise of Amida Buddha:
Honen's Path to Bliss.
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