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In 1761 and again in 1768, European scientists raced around the world to observe
the transit of Venus, arare astronomical event in which the planet Venus passes
in front of the sun. In The Transit of Empire, Jodi A. Byrd explores how
indigeneity functions as transit, atrajectory of movement that serves as precedent
within U.S. imperial history. Byrd argues that contemporary U.S. empire expands
itself through atransferable “Indianness” that facilitates acquisitions of lands,
territories, and resources.

Examining an array of literary texts, historical moments, and pending
legislations—from the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma' s vote in 2007 to expel
Cherokee Freedmen to the Native Hawaiian Government Reorganization
bill—Byrd demonstrates that inclusion into the multicultural cosmopole does not
end colonialism asit is purported to do. Rather, that inclusion is the very site of
the colonization that feeds U.S. empire.

Byrd contends that the colonization of American Indian and indigenous nationsis
the necessary ground from which to reimagine a future where the losses of
indigenous peoples are not only visible and, in turn, grieveable, but where
indigenous peoples have agency to transform life on their own lands and on their
own terms.
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In 1761 and again in 1768, European scientists raced around the world to observe the transit of Venus, arare
astronomical event in which the planet Venus passes in front of the sun. In The Transit of Empire, Jodi A.
Byrd explores how indigeneity functions as transit, a trgjectory of movement that serves as precedent within
U.S. imperia history. Byrd argues that contemporary U.S. empire expands itself through a transferable
“Indianness’ that facilitates acquisitions of lands, territories, and resources.

Examining an array of literary texts, historical moments, and pending |egislations—from the Cherokee
Nation of Oklahoma' s vote in 2007 to expel Cherokee Freedmen to the Native Hawaiian Government
Reorganization bill—Byrd demonstrates that inclusion into the multicultural cosmopole does not end
colonialism asit is purported to do. Rather, that inclusion is the very site of the colonization that feeds U.S.
empire.

Byrd contends that the colonization of American Indian and indigenous nations is the necessary ground from
which to reimagine a future where the losses of indigenous peoples are not only visible and, in turn,
grieveable, but where indigenous peoples have agency to transform life on their own lands and on their own
terms.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Theoretically rich, and broad in itsintellectual scope, The Transit of Empire puts Indianness at the center of
American histories that are not only national, but explicitly imperial and colonial. Jodi Byrd' s brilliant
critique of contemporary multicultural liberalism places American Indian and Indigenous studies in close
dialogue with postcolonial scholarship, transforming both in the process. It isawork of power, complexity,
and commitment, and should not be missed by anyonein these fields." —Philip Deloria

"The Transit of Empire is a sophisticated and groundbreaking work of indigenous critical theory in which
Jodi Byrd reveals and explores the cacophonies of colonialism in literary, historical, and political settings.”
—Kevin Bruyneel, Babson College

About the Author

Jodi A. Byrd isacitizen of the Chickasaw Nation of Oklahoma and assistant professor of American Indian
studies and English at the University of Illinois at Urbana—Champaign.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Valerie Wright:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading books. It can
be your aternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is actually The Transit of
Empire: Indigenous Critiques of Colonialism (First Peoples: New Directions Indigenous).

Colleen Nguyen:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving The Transit of Empire:
Indigenous Critiques of Colonialism (First Peoples. New Directions Indigenous) that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as
the means for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated



constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person.
So, for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick The Transit of
Empire: Indigenous Critiques of Colonialism (First Peoples: New Directions Indigenous) become your
current starter.

Jose Gower :

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typicaly the book that
recommended to your account is The Transit of Empire: Indigenous Critiques of Colonialism (First Peoples:
New Directions Indigenous) this publication consist alot of the information with the condition of this world
now. This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer useto
explainit is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that
iswhy this book suitable al of you.

Richard Jimenez;

Beside this The Transit of Empire: Indigenous Critiques of Colonialism (First Peoples: New Directions
Indigenous) in your phone, it could give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you may got hereis fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you
fed like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Transit of Empire: Indigenous
Critiques of Colonialism (First Peoples. New Directions Indigenous) because this book offersto you
readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have thisinside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
guestionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book in
addition to read it from right now!
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