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From Plato's Ion to works by contemporary philosophers, this anthology
showcases classic texts to illuminate the development of philosophical thought
about art and the aesthetic. This volume is the most comprehensive collection of
readings on aesthetics and the philosophy of art currently available.

Brings together the most significant writings in aesthetics and philosophy of art●

from the past 2500 years
Each section includes a useful introductory essay which provides an overview●

of developments in the field
Broken down into three sections: Historical Sources, Modern Theories, and●

Contemporary Aesthetics and Philosophy of Art
Thorough, systematic, and flexible, including two alternative tables of contents●

(historical and topical); an ideal textbook and guide to the field
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Editorial Review

Review
“Steven Cahn and Aaron Meskin have put together an unrivalled collection of great work in philosophical
aesthetics, encompassing historical sources ranging from Plato to Shaftesbury, modern theories from Schiller
to Gadamer, and more recent work covering all the central areas in contemporary aesthetics and philosophy
of art. I thoroughly recommend it.”
Peter Goldie, University of Manchester

“The go-to book for classics in aesthetics from Plato and Aristotle to Adorno and Walton. Balanced and
comprehensive, each chapter selected with a keen eye for bringing out enduring themes, this volume is a
landmark achievement.”
Dominic McIver Lopes, University of British Columbia

From the Back Cover
The appreciation of art and the pursuit of beauty are fundamental elements of human life, and for almost as
long as we have engaged in philosophical inquiry we have been theorizing about aesthetic matters. Covering
nearly 2,500 years of theory and analysis, this anthology offers the most comprehensive collection of
readings on aesthetics and philosophy of art currently available. From Plato's Ion to work by contemporary
philosophers of art, Aesthetics: A Comprehensive Anthology showcases classic texts that speak for
themselves in showing the development of philosophical thought about art and the aesthetic. Thorough,
systematic, and flexible, this volume is an ideal guide to the field and makes an excellent textbook for a
variety of courses in philosophical aesthetics.

About the Author
Steven M. Cahn is Professor of Philosophy at the Graduate Center of the City University of New York. He
is the author of nine books, including Fate, Logic, and Time, Saints and Scamps: Ethics in Academia, revised
edition, Puzzles and Perplexities, second edition, and God, Reason, and Religion. He has also edited or co-
edited some thirty volumes, including Classics of Western Philosophy, now in its seventh edition.

Aaron Meskin is Lecturer in Philosophy at the University of Leeds. His publications on aesthetics have
appeared in the British Journal of Aesthetics, the Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism, Philosophy and
Phenomenological Research and a number of anthologies. He is also aesthetics editor for the online journal
Philosophy Compass (Wiley-Blackwell).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gregg Spencer:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Aesthetics: A Comprehensive Anthology. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of
book Aesthetics: A Comprehensive Anthology. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your



country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book.
You need to use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Jerry Rivera:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Aesthetics: A
Comprehensive Anthology is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Stacia Cobb:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is
look different you can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you
simply read you can spent the entire day to reading a guide. The book Aesthetics: A Comprehensive
Anthology it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the
e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
provides high quality.

Philip Martin:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Aesthetics: A Comprehensive Anthology this e-book consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.
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