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Since the early nineteenth century, the bohemian has been the protagonist of the
story the West has wanted to hear about its artists-a story of genius, glamour, and
doom. The bohemian takes on many guises: the artist dying in poverty like
Modigliani or an outrageous entertainer like Josephine Baker. Elizabeth Wilson's
enjoyable book is a quest for the many shifting meanings that constitute the
bohemian and bohemia.

She tells unforgettable stories of the artists, intellectuals, radicals, and hangers-on
who populated the salons, bars, and cafs of Paris, London, New York, Los
Angeles, and San Francisco, including Djuna Barnes, Juliette Greco, Allen
Ginsberg, William Burroughs, Jack Kerouac, Amiri Baraka, Andy Warhol, and
Jackson Pollock. Bohemians also follows the women who contributed to the
myth, including the wives and mistresses, the muses, lesbians, and independent
artists. Wilson explores the bohemians' eccentric use of dress, the role of sex and
erotic love, the bohemian search for excess, and the intransigent politics of many.

As a new millennium begins, Wilson shows how notions of bohemianism remain
at the core of heated cultural debates about the role of art and artists in an
increasingly commodified and technological world.
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Since the early nineteenth century, the bohemian has been the protagonist of the story the West has wanted to
hear about its artists-a story of genius, glamour, and doom. The bohemian takes on many guises: the artist
dying in poverty like Modigliani or an outrageous entertainer like Josephine Baker. Elizabeth Wilson's
enjoyable book is a quest for the many shifting meanings that constitute the bohemian and bohemia.

She tells unforgettable stories of the artists, intellectuals, radicals, and hangers-on who populated the salons,
bars, and cafs of Paris, London, New York, Los Angeles, and San Francisco, including Djuna Barnes,
Juliette Greco, Allen Ginsberg, William Burroughs, Jack Kerouac, Amiri Baraka, Andy Warhol, and Jackson
Pollock. Bohemians also follows the women who contributed to the myth, including the wives and
mistresses, the muses, lesbians, and independent artists. Wilson explores the bohemians' eccentric use of
dress, the role of sex and erotic love, the bohemian search for excess, and the intransigent politics of many.

As a new millennium begins, Wilson shows how notions of bohemianism remain at the core of heated
cultural debates about the role of art and artists in an increasingly commodified and technological world.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
A British professor of cultural studies weaves a heavily footnoted but clearly developed history of the idea
and culture of the bohemian. Lord Byron was perhaps the first to embody the myths of art becoming life, of
transgressive sexuality, and of opposition to bourgeois mentality. Wilson moves easily from London to Paris
to New York's Greenwich Village and the Weimar Republic, from the nineteenth century to the 1960s, as she
tells mesmerizing stories of Augustus John and Baudelaire, of Jackson Pollock and Neal Cassady, of Kiki
and Caitlin Thomas. She illuminates the paradoxes inherent in the bohemian ideal, such as the view of drink
as both enhancing the creative process and dulling the oversharp senses. She traces with particular skill the
place of women, who almost universally end up in the role of support and mop-up. She even traces the "been
there, done that" phrase to the early nineteenth-century Parisians, whose habitual response was a blase "Seen
it!" Bohemian themes of dress, eroticism, and excess are thoroughly explored. Fascinating. GraceAnne
DeCandido
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
'Her intellectual enthusiasm, ironic humour and delight in bohemian absurdity make this a fascinating book
to read.' - Sheila Rowbotham, Financial Times; '... a book that is intricately informative, expertly researched
and highly entertaining.' - Sally Cline, Literary Review

About the Author
Elizabeth Wilson is Professor of Cultural Studies at the University of North London. Her books include
Adorned in Dreams, Hallucinations: Life in the Post-modern City and The Sphinx in the City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kirk Fonseca:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while
is reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Bohemians:
The Glamorous Outcasts book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Timmy Gallegos:

This book untitled Bohemians: The Glamorous Outcasts to be one of several books which best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy
that book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no
reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Nick Peoples:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Bohemians: The Glamorous Outcasts, you can enjoy
both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its
mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Bradford Padgett:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Bohemians: The Glamorous Outcasts
e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation Bohemians: The
Glamorous Outcasts as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication
that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.
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