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Descriptionary is especially useful to readers looking for a descriptive or
technical term, when they know the word but not its meaning, or when they know
the subject but not the word. Updated and easy-to-use, the book features
indispensable glossaries arranged by category and a new chapter that includes
basic vocabulary words and expressions such as critical mass, Pandora's box,
coup d'etat, and c'est la vie. Sample Entries: The Internet -- e-zine: an on-line
magazine -- surf: to explore various sites on the Internet, for fun or for research
purposes -- .com: at the end of an email or web address, a designation for a
commercial enterprise.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
What do you call the reference of choice for those maddening moments when "you know what it is, but not
what it's called?" A Descriptionary, of course! This handy book provides thousands of definitions organized
thematically rather than alphabetically. A great reference for writers, students, teachers, crossword puzzle
buffs, or any lover of language.

From School Library Journal
YA-- A dictionary of generic terms or ``buzz words'' of over 20 categories that include the environment,
animals, the human body and mind, performing arts and broadcasting, sports, the law, medicine, finance, the
military, language, food and drink, and electronics. The book is both fun and useful. The definitions are easy
to understand, and YAs can use it to gain a feel for a particular subject or to define a specific word in its
thematic use. Its only faults are that subject-area terminology is not all inclusive and specialized subjects
need illustrations to clarify definitions. Still, it's an enjoyable and worthwhile reference book.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Most dictionaries and thesauruses are not designed to assist users who know subjects or definitions and seek
corresponding words or terms, but this work is different. Organized into more than 20 thematic
categories"including animals and insects, clothing, language, religions, sports, and weapons, each further
subdivided"it allows you to look up something when you know what it is but not what it is called. Thus, from
this fascinating resource you can learn that a caption under a picture is a cutline, a rhyming adjective/noun
combination is a stinky pinky, and the metal tag at the end of a shoelace (found under parts of a shoe in the
20th-century clothing part of the section on clothing) is an aglet. Astute readers may quibble with the
wording of some definitions (ISBN is defined as a universal identification number printed on the back of a
book to facilitate sales ), but it is understandable that such brief entries cannot cover the complexities of
some terms. New to this edition is a lengthy section with the pronunciations and definitions of more than
1000 erudite words and expressions. Collections interested in true thesauruses or reverse dictionaries may
prefer The New American Roget!s College Thesaurus in Dictionary Form (1985), Illustrated Reverse
Dictionary (LJ 3/15/91), or Reverse English Dictionary (Mouton de Gruyter, 1999)."Elizabeth Connor,
Medical Univ. of South Carolina Lib., Charleston
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Helen Turner:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Descriptionary: A Thematic Dictionary (Facts on File Library of Language and
Literature) book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange
for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer of Descriptionary: A Thematic Dictionary (Facts on File Library of Language and Literature) content
conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the



articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Descriptionary: A Thematic
Dictionary (Facts on File Library of Language and Literature) is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

John Dudley:

The guide untitled Descriptionary: A Thematic Dictionary (Facts on File Library of Language and
Literature) is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that
will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily
to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information
that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Descriptionary: A
Thematic Dictionary (Facts on File Library of Language and Literature) from the publisher to make you
much more enjoy free time.

Brittany Belliveau:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Descriptionary: A Thematic Dictionary (Facts on File
Library of Language and Literature) can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one
book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have
Descriptionary: A Thematic Dictionary (Facts on File Library of Language and Literature).

Edward Grimes:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book
Descriptionary: A Thematic Dictionary (Facts on File Library of Language and Literature). You can add
your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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