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This book examines the role of music in British-South Asian postcolonial
literature, asking how music relates to the construction of postcolonial identity. It
focuses on novels that explore the postcolonial condition in India, Pakistan, and
the United Kingdom: Vikram Seth's A Suitable Boy, Amit Chaudhuri's Afternoon
Raag, Suhayl Saadi's Psychoraag, Hanif Kureishi's The Buddha of Suburbia and
The Black Album, and Salman Rushdie's The Ground Beneath Her Feet, with
reference to other texts, such as E.M. Forster's A Passage to India and Vikram
Seth's An Equal Music. The analyzed novels feature different kinds of music,
from Indian classical to non-classical traditions, and from Western classical
music to pop music and rock 'n' roll. Music is depicted as a cultural artifact and
as a purely aestheticized art form at the same time. As a cultural artifact, music
derives meaning from its socio-cultural context of production and serves as a
frame of reference to explore postcolonial identities on their own terms. As
purely aesthetic art, music escapes its contextual meaning. The transgressive
qualities of music render it capable of expressing identities irrespective of origin
and politics of location. Thereby, music in the novels marks a very productive
space to imagine the postcolonial nation and to rewrite imperial history, to
express the cultural hybridity of characters in-between nations, to analyze the
state of the nation and life in the multicultural diaspora of contemporary Great
Britain, and to explore the ramifications of cultural globalization versus cultural
imperialism. It will be a useful research and teaching tool for those interested in
postcolonial literature, music studies, cultural studies, contemporary literature
and South-Asian literature.
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This book examines the role of music in British-South Asian postcolonial literature, asking how music
relates to the construction of postcolonial identity. It focuses on novels that explore the postcolonial
condition in India, Pakistan, and the United Kingdom: Vikram Seth's A Suitable Boy, Amit Chaudhuri's
Afternoon Raag, Suhayl Saadi's Psychoraag, Hanif Kureishi's The Buddha of Suburbia and The Black
Album, and Salman Rushdie's The Ground Beneath Her Feet, with reference to other texts, such as E.M.
Forster's A Passage to India and Vikram Seth's An Equal Music. The analyzed novels feature different kinds
of music, from Indian classical to non-classical traditions, and from Western classical music to pop music
and rock 'n' roll. Music is depicted as a cultural artifact and as a purely aestheticized art form at the same
time. As a cultural artifact, music derives meaning from its socio-cultural context of production and serves as
a frame of reference to explore postcolonial identities on their own terms. As purely aesthetic art, music
escapes its contextual meaning. The transgressive qualities of music render it capable of expressing identities
irrespective of origin and politics of location. Thereby, music in the novels marks a very productive space to
imagine the postcolonial nation and to rewrite imperial history, to express the cultural hybridity of characters
in-between nations, to analyze the state of the nation and life in the multicultural diaspora of contemporary
Great Britain, and to explore the ramifications of cultural globalization versus cultural imperialism. It will be
a useful research and teaching tool for those interested in postcolonial literature, music studies, cultural
studies, contemporary literature and South-Asian literature.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Christin Hoene is Assistant Lecturer of English Literature at Humboldt University Berlin, Germany and the
University of Potsdam, Germany.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Wood:

Here thing why this specific Music and Identity in Postcolonial British South-Asian Literature (Routledge
Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Literature) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful as
food or not. Music and Identity in Postcolonial British South-Asian Literature (Routledge Interdisciplinary
Perspectives on Literature) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out
there but there is no book that similar with Music and Identity in Postcolonial British South-Asian Literature
(Routledge Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Literature). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up
your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you.
You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Music and Identity in Postcolonial British
South-Asian Literature (Routledge Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Literature) in e-book can be your option.

Donovan Pena:

Why? Because this Music and Identity in Postcolonial British South-Asian Literature (Routledge
Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Literature) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Diana Saffold:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Music and Identity in
Postcolonial British South-Asian Literature (Routledge Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Literature) can be
the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading



in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Dan Morris:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native or
citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. With the book Music and Identity in Postcolonial British South-Asian Literature (Routledge
Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Literature) we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim.
Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Music and Identity in Postcolonial British South-Asian
Literature (Routledge Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Literature). You can more attractive than now.
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