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Continuing her highly regarded analysis of Modernism and its relation to earlier
periods of literature and thought, Beryl Schlossman explores secular Modernist
use of female characters--"madonnas of Modernism"--as emblems of forbidden
desire. Although these works appear to depict characters who assume
conventional gender roles, Schlossman asserts, their renderings of scenes of love
ultimately blur gender identity and dissolve it in the text. Through an innovative
use of style, her literary examples articulate an art of seduction and an aesthetic
that transforms, suspends, or erases identity--individual, gender, social, and
cultural.

Schlossman traces the origins of Modernist views on love to Plato's Symposium
and Sappho's poems. She recounts how these works were crucial to the creation
of a Renaissance culture of love, how elements of this culture reappeared in the
Romantic movement, and, finally, how Gustave Flaubert, Charles Baudelaire, W.
B. Yeats, James Joyce, and others reshaped this aspect of Romanticism in their
own writings. According to Schlossman, Flaubert and Baudelaire inaugurated a
Modernist sensibility; in their works eroticism shares secular and religious
qualities. Their figures of love were ultimately reinscribed by Joyce in his texts
of high Modernism, which were themselves influenced by the style of his
precursor Yeats.
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Continuing her highly regarded analysis of Modernism and its relation to earlier periods of literature and
thought, Beryl Schlossman explores secular Modernist use of female characters--"madonnas of Modernism"-
-as emblems of forbidden desire. Although these works appear to depict characters who assume conventional
gender roles, Schlossman asserts, their renderings of scenes of love ultimately blur gender identity and
dissolve it in the text. Through an innovative use of style, her literary examples articulate an art of seduction
and an aesthetic that transforms, suspends, or erases identity--individual, gender, social, and cultural.

Schlossman traces the origins of Modernist views on love to Plato's Symposium and Sappho's poems. She
recounts how these works were crucial to the creation of a Renaissance culture of love, how elements of this
culture reappeared in the Romantic movement, and, finally, how Gustave Flaubert, Charles Baudelaire, W.
B. Yeats, James Joyce, and others reshaped this aspect of Romanticism in their own writings. According to
Schlossman, Flaubert and Baudelaire inaugurated a Modernist sensibility; in their works eroticism shares
secular and religious qualities. Their figures of love were ultimately reinscribed by Joyce in his texts of high
Modernism, which were themselves influenced by the style of his precursor Yeats.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Janie Ross:

This Objects of Desire: The Madonnas of Modernism is great book for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it.
So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Objects of
Desire: The Madonnas of Modernism in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this guide
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Michael Sheridan:

The book untitled Objects of Desire: The Madonnas of Modernism contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so
do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author will
take you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Jeffrey Lambert:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Objects of Desire: The Madonnas of
Modernism or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel
wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book
likes Objects of Desire: The Madonnas of Modernism to make your spare time much more colorful. Many
types of book like here.

Jeannette Villalobos:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we



know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By the book Objects of Desire: The Madonnas of Modernism we can acquire more advantage. Don't
one to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book
that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book Objects of Desire: The
Madonnas of Modernism. You can more pleasing than now.
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