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The apostle Paul and his significance for the New Testament and Christianity is a
perennial topic of interest, but few evangelical surveys of his life offer a truly
holistic picture of the man and his world. Now available in trade paper, John
McRay's Paul explores the apostle's pre-conversion days, missionary travels, and
theological contributions. A specialist in archaeology, the author draws on his
more than forty years of teaching experience as well as knowledge gained from
extensive travels to the places Paul visited. Paul is a comprehensive and readable
presentation of Paul's ministry and theology that weaves together historical
backgrounds, archaeological discoveries, and theological themes.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
As the culmination of 45 years of teaching and researching Paul, McRay (Wheaton Coll. Graduate Sch.) has
written an introduction to Paul's life and thought aimed at an undergraduate college audience. The book,
which faithfully treats Paul in his own time and place, is divided into two parts. The first part provides a
detailed examination of Paul's biography that uses a historical-archaeological approach to complement
references in Acts and Paul's own letters. New insights into the difficult problem of Pauline chronology are
offered, as the author situates each Pauline letter in historical and social context. The second section deals
with Paul's main theological ideas (e.g., atonement, justification, the Law, etc.) as found in his letters and
grounds these ideas in the Jewish religious thought of the time. While McCray's book succeeds in
contextualizing Paul and his teachings, Jerome Murphy O'Connor's Paul: A Critical Life provides a better
chronology and James D.G. Dunn's The Theology of Paul the Apostle a more detailed look at the theology.
Recommended for academic libraries only.
Charlie Murray, C.S.S., Fordham Univ., New York
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Back Cover
"McRay's commentary on the life of the Apostle Paul is an excellent resource for ministers, teachers, and
students wishing to add to their New Testament library. . . . I found McRay's text to be very helpful as it
placed much of Paul's writing, travels, and theology in the context of ancient history. . . . McRay provides a
good overview of Pauline theology by discussing many of Paul's letters in conjunction with Acts and the
history of the early church. He weaves Paul's travels with the letters and provides the reader with both a
chronological guide to the ministry of Paul and the early church."--Ron Clark, Restoration Quarterly

"Aiming this textbook at the college level, McRay makes excellent use of charts, maps, and pictures from his
travels. . . . McRay's chronology of Paul's life is straightforward and effectively harmonizes the Acts
narrative with the Pauline NT writings. . . . First century background information offered is helpful, such as
descriptions of ancient cities, Roman customs, and rabbinic practices. The second half of the book, on Paul's
teaching, gives clear descriptions of Pauline theology. . . . McRay offers a novel examination of discernable
patterns of Paul's use of pronouns as a key to understanding Paul's theology. . . . This book is valuable for
students, pastors and teachers."--James R. Wicker, Southwestern Journal of Theology

"A gem of a purchase that will prove to be one of your most-used volumes in the years ahead. . . . McRay's
prose is lively and engaging. . . . Because of his awareness of recent studies, McRay was able to convince me
to shift significantly the timelines I have been using. . . . Glean[s] an incredible amount of useful background
and interpretive insight that will benefit pastors, students, teachers, and all who wish to dig into Paul's
letters."--Wayne Brouwer, Calvin Theological Journal

"McRay's book should be a welcome addition to the field. . . . This book will provide an informed overview
of the topic."--John D. Harvey, Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society

"The strength of this book is the author's extensive knowledge of the geography and archaeology of the
ancient Mediterranean world."--J. E. Lunceford, Choice

About the Author
John McRay (Ph.D., University of Chicago) is emeritus professor of New Testament and archaeology at



Wheaton College Graduate School. He is the author of Archaeology and the New Testament and coauthor of
Bible Archaeology. Also a professional photographer, the author includes many of his photos in this book.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Emma Berkey:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Paul: His Life and Teaching book as starter
and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Richelle Johnson:

The event that you get from Paul: His Life and Teaching may be the more deep you searching the
information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to understand but Paul: His Life and Teaching giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of
this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend
you for having this specific Paul: His Life and Teaching instantly.

Salina Rodriguez:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Paul: His Life and Teaching, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Marc Dean:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Paul: His Life and Teaching to
make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book
and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside
that the guide Paul: His Life and Teaching can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and



confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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