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The United States government-backed by the overwhelming support of the
American public-takes a hard line against international terrorism. The tenets of
official U.S. counterterrorist policy are: make no concessions or deals with
terrorists; bring them to justice for their crimes; isolate and apply pressure on
states that sponsor terrorism; and bolster the counterterrorist capabilities of
countries willing to work with the United States. While these tenets are sound
principles, their application, specifically overseas, raises difficult questions. Does
the "no deal" policy actually deter terrorists acts? Are there cases where
agreements might reduce terrorism, while advancing other U.S. interests? Do
isolation and pressure really force offending states to alter their support for
terrorists? What factors affect the willingness, not just the capability, of foreign
governments to help the United States in counterterrorism? In this critical study,
a career CIA officer provides a guide to constructing and executing
counterterrorist policy, urging that it be formulated as an integral part of broader
U.S. foreign policy. In the first four chapters, Paul R. Pillar identifies the
necessary elements of counterterrorist policy, he examines why the United States
is a prime terrorist target, and he reveals why the counterterrorist policies that
seem strongest are not always the most effective. Chapter 5 examines the widely
varying nature of terrorist groups and the policy tools most appropriately applied
to them. Chapter 6 focuses on states that sponsor terrorism (including Iran,
Libya, North Korea, and Cuba), along with those that enable it to occur
(particularly Greece and Pakistan). Pillar examines ways in which the American
public's perspective toward terrorism can actually constrain counterterrorist
policy, and he concludes that terrorism cannot be "defeated" only reduced,
attenuated, and to some degree, controlled. The final chapter summarizes his
recommendations for amending U.S. policy.
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The United States government-backed by the overwhelming support of the American public-takes a hard line
against international terrorism. The tenets of official U.S. counterterrorist policy are: make no concessions or
deals with terrorists; bring them to justice for their crimes; isolate and apply pressure on states that sponsor
terrorism; and bolster the counterterrorist capabilities of countries willing to work with the United States.
While these tenets are sound principles, their application, specifically overseas, raises difficult questions.
Does the "no deal" policy actually deter terrorists acts? Are there cases where agreements might reduce
terrorism, while advancing other U.S. interests? Do isolation and pressure really force offending states to
alter their support for terrorists? What factors affect the willingness, not just the capability, of foreign
governments to help the United States in counterterrorism? In this critical study, a career CIA officer
provides a guide to constructing and executing counterterrorist policy, urging that it be formulated as an
integral part of broader U.S. foreign policy. In the first four chapters, Paul R. Pillar identifies the necessary
elements of counterterrorist policy, he examines why the United States is a prime terrorist target, and he
reveals why the counterterrorist policies that seem strongest are not always the most effective. Chapter 5
examines the widely varying nature of terrorist groups and the policy tools most appropriately applied to
them. Chapter 6 focuses on states that sponsor terrorism (including Iran, Libya, North Korea, and Cuba),
along with those that enable it to occur (particularly Greece and Pakistan). Pillar examines ways in which the
American public's perspective toward terrorism can actually constrain counterterrorist policy, and he
concludes that terrorism cannot be "defeated" only reduced, attenuated, and to some degree, controlled. The
final chapter summarizes his recommendations for amending U.S. policy.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The book's strength is its nuanced sense of how Washington's counterterrorism policy actually works, day
in and day out." —Philip Zelikow, Foreign Affairs, 10/3/2001

"Paul Pillar, a career Central Intelligence Agency officer and former deputy director of its Counterterrorist
Center, provides a guide to constructing and executing effective counterterrorist policy. The author offers a
valuable overview of the dimensions" —Joshua Sinai, Washington Times, 10/3/2001

"Provides hard realizations about the moral compromises that will be required in this new struggle."
—Robert D. Kaplan, Senior Fellow at the New America Foundation, New York Times Book Review,
10/11/2001

"If you want to better understand the political context in which the war on terrorism will be fought, then
Pillar's is the book to read." —Mitchell G. Bard, Executive Director of the American-Israeli Cooperative
Enterprise, Middle East Insight, 1/1/2002

"An excellent new book on terrorism..." —Sebastian Mallaby, WashingtonPost.com, 9/24/2001

"Paul Pillar... is one of the best-qualified U.S. writers on the subject of terrorism, and this is an excellent
book.... this is a knowledgeable, clearly written, and comprehensive explanation of U.S. responses to
terrorism.... Pillar's book is the best single source for balanced treatment of the advantages and disadvantages
of counterterrorist tools available to the United States." —Audrey Kurth Cronin, Georgetown University,
Perspectives on Political Science, 1/1/2002

"By far the best volume for a broad understanding of American responses to terrorism.... It presents a
nuanced, sophisticated, and timely discussion of the range of options available to the United States, placed
firmly in the context of competing and overarching foreign policy goals.... This sort of balanced, informed
discussion is a much needed antidote to the recent spate of alarmist publications in the field, which



unwittingly support the main goal of most terrorists." —Audrey Kurth Cronin, Georgetown University, Joint
Force Quarterly, 10/1/2001

"[interview with Paul Pillar]" —Steve Hirsch, The National Journal, 1/26/2002

"His arguments are logical and thoroughly supported by the evidence. Happily, the book does not rely on
speculative future scenarios but on analysis of the facts.... anyone interested in contemporary terrorism
would profit by reading it.... It consititutes an essential source of information and analysis." —Martha
Crenshaw, Wesleyan University, Terrorism and Political Violence, 7/1/2001

"[A] careful, well-balanced account of combating terrorism." —David Tucker, Naval Postgraduate School,
Monterey, CA, Book Review (?)

"Timely, wise, and restrained..." — Future Survey, 11/1/2001

"In a timely and important work, Paul R. Pillar provides exactly what its refreshingly straightforward title
promises-- a comprehensive, scholarly, well-organized and cogently written study of global terrorism as it
relates to the practice of U.S. relations with the rest of the world.... The level of detail along with the breadth
and depth of the sources insure its value to academics and seasoned practitioners alike.... 9-11 did not
contradict, but instead confirmed the book's main arguments." —David W. Thornton, Campbell University,
Buies Creek, NC, American Diplomacy, 9/30/2002

"A welcome addition to a literature predominately focused on the nature, ideology, tactics, and motivations
of terrorist groups.... The world has shifted dramatically as a consequence of September 11. 'Terrorism and
U.S. Foreign Policy' is a useful springboard for exploring this new environment." —Paul D. Hoyt,
International Politics, 12/1/2002

About the Author

Paul Pillar , who spent 28 years in the U.S. intelligence community, is now a visiting professor at
Georgetown University.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Darrell Fowler:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book Terrorism and U.S. Foreign Policy was making you
to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages
for you. The reserve Terrorism and U.S. Foreign Policy is not only giving you much more new information
but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship with all the book Terrorism and U.S. Foreign Policy. You never really feel lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Brian Roberts:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Terrorism and U.S. Foreign Policy as your daily resource
information.

Lynda Wright:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Terrorism and U.S. Foreign Policy
publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand
by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Terrorism and U.S. Foreign
Policy as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come
on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Eugene Howard:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be study. Terrorism and U.S. Foreign Policy can be your answer because
it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.
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