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This is the first dissertation written by an African slave. He was brought to
Holland by his owner, freed, and educated at the University of Leiden with grants
from wealthy burghers. Thereafter he returned to Guinea as a missionary. His
analysis presents a sweeping intellectual genealogy of Western thought on the
issue of slavery. It begins by discussing the authors of antiquity, using Seneca,
Horace, and Justinian to show that slavery violated the principles of natural
freedom and equality, and rebutting Aristotle's doctrine of natural slavery.
Capitein concluded from Genesis that slavery entered the world as injustice to all
peoples, but argued that the freedom promised in the Gospels was spiritual, not
corporeal, and therefore had no civic consequences. The book represents the first
scholarly work by an African on slavery, connecting Western thought and
African experience.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Written by the first former slave to receive a college degree in Holland, The Agony of Asar: A Thesis on
Slavery by the Former Slave, Jacobus Eliza Johannes Capitein, 1717-1747, is a landmark work in the history
of African slavery, newly translated into English. Contrary to most intellectuals of his day, Capitein believed
that slavery and Christianity were compatible, because he viewed freedom as a spiritual matter and not a
physical one. Duke University history professor Grant Parker ably guides the modern reader through
Capitein's arguments and insights. ( Apr.)
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"A brilliant translation . . . an excellent book." --Washington Times

Review
"Written by the first former slave to receive a college degree in Holland, The Agony of Asar: A Thesis on
Slavery by the Former Slave, Jacobus Eliza Johannes Capitein, 1717-1747, is a landmark work in the history
of African slavery, newly translated into English. Contrary to most intellectuals of his day, Capitein believed
that slavery and Christianity were compatible, because he viewed freedom as a spiritual matter and not a
physical one. Duke University history professor Grant Parker ably guides the modern reader through
Capitein's arguments and insights. "

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Dunlap:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Agony of Asar: A Thesis on
Slavery by the Former Slave, Jacobus Elisa Johannes Capitein, 1717-1747 will make you to become smarter.
You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or
reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Myra Lopez:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Agony of Asar: A Thesis on Slavery by
the Former Slave, Jacobus Elisa Johannes Capitein, 1717-1747 is our recommendation to cause you to keep
up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.



Mary Grays:

The experience that you get from The Agony of Asar: A Thesis on Slavery by the Former Slave, Jacobus
Elisa Johannes Capitein, 1717-1747 will be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the
words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The
Agony of Asar: A Thesis on Slavery by the Former Slave, Jacobus Elisa Johannes Capitein, 1717-1747
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this The Agony of Asar: A Thesis on Slavery
by the Former Slave, Jacobus Elisa Johannes Capitein, 1717-1747 instantly.

Mark Bunnell:

Exactly why? Because this The Agony of Asar: A Thesis on Slavery by the Former Slave, Jacobus Elisa
Johannes Capitein, 1717-1747 is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the
item but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic
author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the
other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off
having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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