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With the words ’A new manifestation of art was ... expected, necessary,
inevitable,’ Jean Moréas announced the advent of the Symbolist movement in
1886. When Symbolist artists began experimenting in order to invent new visual
languages appropriate for representing modern life in all its complexity, they set
the stage for innovation in twentieth-century art. Rejecting what they perceived
as the superficial descriptive quality of Impressionism, Naturalism, and Realism,
Symbolist artists delved beneath the surface to express feelings, ideas, scientific
processes, and universal truths. By privileging intangible concepts over perceived
realities and by asserting their creative autonomy, Symbolist artists broke with
the past and paved the way for the heterogeneity and penchant for risk-taking that
characterizes modern art. The essays collected here, which consider artists from
France to Russia and Finland to Greece, argue persuasively that Symbolist
approaches to content, form, and subject helped to shape twentieth-century
Modernism. Well-known figures such as Kandinsky, Khnopff, Matisse, and
Munch are considered alongside lesser-known artists such as Fini, Gyzis, Koen,
and Vrubel in order to demonstrate that Symbolist art did not constitute an
isolated moment of wild experimentation, but rather an inspirational point of
departure for twentieth-century developments.
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With the words ’A new manifestation of art was ... expected, necessary, inevitable,’ Jean Moréas announced
the advent of the Symbolist movement in 1886. When Symbolist artists began experimenting in order to
invent new visual languages appropriate for representing modern life in all its complexity, they set the stage
for innovation in twentieth-century art. Rejecting what they perceived as the superficial descriptive quality of
Impressionism, Naturalism, and Realism, Symbolist artists delved beneath the surface to express feelings,
ideas, scientific processes, and universal truths. By privileging intangible concepts over perceived realities
and by asserting their creative autonomy, Symbolist artists broke with the past and paved the way for the
heterogeneity and penchant for risk-taking that characterizes modern art. The essays collected here, which
consider artists from France to Russia and Finland to Greece, argue persuasively that Symbolist approaches
to content, form, and subject helped to shape twentieth-century Modernism. Well-known figures such as
Kandinsky, Khnopff, Matisse, and Munch are considered alongside lesser-known artists such as Fini, Gyzis,
Koen, and Vrubel in order to demonstrate that Symbolist art did not constitute an isolated moment of wild
experimentation, but rather an inspirational point of departure for twentieth-century developments.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Michelle Facos is Professor of the History of Art at Indiana University, Bloomington. She has written
extensively on Swedish art and culture and published Symbolist Art in Context in 2009.

Thor J. Mednick is Assistant Professor of Art History at The University of Toledo and a former fellow of the
American-Scandinavian Foundation. His research deals with nineteenth-century Scandinavia and Europe.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alma Rasmussen:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The Symbolist Roots of Modern Art. Try to make the book The
Symbolist Roots of Modern Art as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you
sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you.
The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let
us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Walter Pressley:

This book untitled The Symbolist Roots of Modern Art to be one of several books that best seller in this year,
here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of
book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too.
It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is
no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Bruno Reed:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is
look different you can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book The Symbolist Roots of Modern Art it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
provides high quality.



Robert Bryant:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
With the book The Symbolist Roots of Modern Art we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book The Symbolist Roots of Modern
Art. You can more appealing than now.
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