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From New York Times bestselling author Stephen King comes the haunting
story of Blockade Billy, the greatest Major League baseball player to be
erased from the game.   

 

Even the most die-hard baseball fans don’t know the true story of William
“Blockade Billy” Blakely. He may have been the greatest player the game has
ever seen, but today no one remembers his name. He was the first--and only--
player to have his existence completely removed from the record books. Even his
team is long forgotten, barely a footnote in the game’s history.

Every effort was made to erase any evidence that William Blakely played
professional baseball, and with good reason. Blockade Billy had a secret darker
than any pill or injection that might cause a scandal in sports today. His secret
was much, much worse... and only Stephen King, the most gifted storyteller of
our age, can reveal the truth to the world, once and for all.

 

Originally published through Cemetery Dance Publications on April 20, 2010 as
a $25.00 limited-edition hardcover, Stephen King and Cemetery Dance have
made an arrangement with Scribner to make available a less expensive hardcover
edition of Blockade Billy, with an on-sale date of May 25th, the same date the
audiobook goes on sale. The Scribner edition will be available in all U.S. and
Canadian retail outlets. Both the Scribner book and the Simon & Schuster
audiobook will feature a bonus short story ("Morality").
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Editorial Review

From Bookmarks Magazine
Reviewers tended to dismiss Blockade Billy when they compared it to the sum of King's oeuvre, but they
appreciated the book as a better-than-usual attempt to fictionalize the world of baseball. Readers with a more
nostalgic take on the game will particularly enjoy King's evocation of the way it was played in 1957. And
baseball-stats wonks will likely salivate over the mystery of what event could be so horrible that the Majors
would efface the scorecard for all time. But other readers may wish to start with one of King's classics.

About the Author
Stephen King is the author of more than fifty books, all of them worldwide bestsellers. His recent work
includes The Bill Hodges Trilogy—Mr. Mercedes (an Edgar Award winner for Best Novel), Finders
Keepers, and End of Watch; the short story collection The Bazaar of Bad Dreams; Revival; Doctor Sleep;
and Under the Dome. His novel 11/22/63 was named a top ten book of 2011 by The New York Times Book
Review and won the Los Angeles Times Book Prize for Mystery/Thriller. His epic series, The Dark Tower, is
the basis for a major motion picture from Sony. He is the recipient of the 2014 National Medal of Arts and
the 2003 National Book Foundation Medal for Distinguished Contribution to American Letters. He lives in
Bangor, Maine, with his wife, novelist Tabitha King.

From AudioFile
Stephen King loves baseball and writes a superior novella. Both are in evidence in this unique and
fascinating yarn. Blockade Billy was a superstar on the New Jersey Titans in the 1950s. "Mr. King" is
visiting George (Granny) Grantham in a nursing home to learn the secret of Billy's talent. Narrator Craig
Wasson is superb as the old coach--he sounds much like an old-time baseball announcer on the radio. The
ballpark sounds and the use of real names are ideal for a "you are there" sports stadium experience. As Billy,
Wasson is credibly weird--he talks to himself and mysteriously hurts players during games. The climax is
perfect King, with the bonus of a sparkling historical sports setting. S.G.B. © AudioFile 2010, Portland,
Maine

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Baur:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Blockade Billy?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Walter Feuerstein:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be smart
in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a book
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can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Blockade Billy book since this book
offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is
no doubt in it you may already know.

Margarita Culbertson:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Blockade Billy was colorful and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Blockade Billy has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.

Wm Mills:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Numerous books that
can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Blockade Billy.
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