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The significance of Robert Boyle (1627-91) as the most influential English
scientist in the generation before Newton is now generally acknowledged, but the
complexity and eclecticism of his ideas has also become increasingly apparent.
This volume presents an important group of studies of Boyle by Michael Hunter,
the leading expert on Boyle’s life and thought. It forms a sequel to two previous
books: Hunter’s Robert Boyle: Scrupulosity and Science (2000) and The Boyle
Papers: Understanding the Manuscripts of Robert Boyle (2007). Like them, it
conveniently brings together material otherwise widely scattered in essay
volumes and academic journals, while nearly a third of the book’s content is
hitherto unpublished. The collection opens with a substantial introduction that
places the studies that follow in the context of existing studies of Boyle;
appended to it is an annotated edition of Boyle’s telling list of desiderata for
science. The next three essays comprise a group of essentially biographical
studies, exploring various aspects of Boyle’s life and intellectual evolution, after
which three others provide further evidence of the ’convoluted’ Boyle divulged
in Robert Boyle: Scrupulosity and Science. Finally, we have two chapters, one
hitherto published only in French and the other not at all, which throw important
light on topics that preoccupied Boyle in the last few years of his life - the
supernatural and the exotic. Together, these essays add greater depth to our
understanding of Boyle, both as an individual and as a natural philosopher.
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The significance of Robert Boyle (1627-91) as the most influential English scientist in the generation before
Newton is now generally acknowledged, but the complexity and eclecticism of his ideas has also become
increasingly apparent. This volume presents an important group of studies of Boyle by Michael Hunter, the
leading expert on Boyle’s life and thought. It forms a sequel to two previous books: Hunter’s Robert Boyle:
Scrupulosity and Science (2000) and The Boyle Papers: Understanding the Manuscripts of Robert Boyle
(2007). Like them, it conveniently brings together material otherwise widely scattered in essay volumes and
academic journals, while nearly a third of the book’s content is hitherto unpublished. The collection opens
with a substantial introduction that places the studies that follow in the context of existing studies of Boyle;
appended to it is an annotated edition of Boyle’s telling list of desiderata for science. The next three essays
comprise a group of essentially biographical studies, exploring various aspects of Boyle’s life and
intellectual evolution, after which three others provide further evidence of the ’convoluted’ Boyle divulged
in Robert Boyle: Scrupulosity and Science. Finally, we have two chapters, one hitherto published only in
French and the other not at all, which throw important light on topics that preoccupied Boyle in the last few
years of his life - the supernatural and the exotic. Together, these essays add greater depth to our
understanding of Boyle, both as an individual and as a natural philosopher.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Michael Hunter is Emeritus Professor of History at Birkbeck, University of London, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mike Munguia:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Boyle
Studies: Aspects of the Life and Thought of Robert Boyle (1627-91)? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Mamie Wilson:

The book Boyle Studies: Aspects of the Life and Thought of Robert Boyle (1627-91) can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book
Boyle Studies: Aspects of the Life and Thought of Robert Boyle (1627-91)? A number of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible
to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Boyle Studies: Aspects of the Life and
Thought of Robert Boyle (1627-91) has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Alex Jose:

Here thing why that Boyle Studies: Aspects of the Life and Thought of Robert Boyle (1627-91) are different
and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Boyle Studies: Aspects of the Life and Thought
of Robert Boyle (1627-91) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve
out there but there is no e-book that similar with Boyle Studies: Aspects of the Life and Thought of Robert
Boyle (1627-91). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of Boyle Studies: Aspects of the Life and Thought of Robert Boyle (1627-91)
in e-book can be your alternate.



Melissa Fanning:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled Boyle
Studies: Aspects of the Life and Thought of Robert Boyle (1627-91) your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get prior to. The Boyle Studies: Aspects of the Life and Thought of Robert Boyle
(1627-91) giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
info for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind
are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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