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Best known for his Buddhist teachings, Thich Nhat Hanh has lived in exile from
his native Vietnam since 1966. These remarkable early journals reveal not only
an exquisite portrait of the Zen master as a young man, but the emergence of a
great poet and literary voice of Vietnam. From his years as a student and teaching
assistant at Princeton and Columbia, to his efforts to negotiate peace and a better
life for the Vietnamese, Fragrant Palm Leaves offers an elegant and profound
glimpse into the heart and mind of one of the world's most beloved spiritual
teachers.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
To many of his readers, Thich Nhat Hanh is a great inspiration, a model of both spiritual maturity and social
responsibility. But his personal life has been a closed book--until now. Fragrant Palm Leaves is the first
publication of Thich Nhat Hanh's journals, in this case, those centering around the most decisive period in
his life. A young monk in a Zen Buddhist lineage, Nhat Hanh had aspirations of developing a Buddhism that
was meaningful in the lives of everyday Vietnamese. The chaos of the Vietnam War ironically offered him
the chance to move beyond the strictures of the conservative Buddhist establishment and initiate
experimental villages as well as a university, but the same war also forced him from his homeland. In entries
written in both Vietnam and America, we see an already seasoned Nhat Hanh thinking through the politics of
his tradition, his close friendships and alliances, the future of Buddhism, and the way to bring peace to a
war-ravaged time. We also witness his glimmerings of enlightenment and are treated to lyrical passages on
the interbeing of all things. Fragrant Palm Leaves is a rare glimpse at a great human being in the making. --
Brian Bruya

Review
"Informative and inspiring". -- Publishers Weekly

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Vietnamese

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joshua Canfield:

The book Fragrant Palm Leaves: Journals, 1962-1966 give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Fragrant Palm
Leaves: Journals, 1962-1966 for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and
read a publication Fragrant Palm Leaves: Journals, 1962-1966. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Cynthia Sharma:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Fragrant Palm Leaves: Journals,
1962-1966 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want
to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Fragrant Palm Leaves: Journals, 1962-1966



become your starter.

Sandra McNulty:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Fragrant
Palm Leaves: Journals, 1962-1966 provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Karl Irwin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Fragrant Palm Leaves:
Journals, 1962-1966.
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