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In this comprehensive, stylish and accessible introduction to contemporary social
theory, Anthony Elliott and Charles Lemert examine the major theoretical
traditions from the Frankfurt School to globalization and beyond. When first
published, the book’s wide range set new standards for introductory textbooks –
social theorists discussed include Theodor Adorno, Herbert Marcuse, Michel
Foucault, Jacques Lacan, Jacques Derrida, Anthony Giddens, Pierre Bourdieu,
Julia Kristeva, Jurgen Habermas, Judith Butler, Slavoj Zizek, Manuel Castells,
Ulrich Beck, Zygmunt Bauman, Giorgio Agamben and Manuel De Landa.

Extensively developed to take into account significant recent developments in
American social theory, the book offers chapters on American pragmatism,
structural functionalism, ethnomethodology, black feminist thought and world-
systems theory. American traditions of social theory are brought powerfully to
life in treatments of intellectuals ranging from William James to Robert K.
Merton, David Riesman to Randall Collins, and Patricia Hill Collins to Saskia
Sassen.

Introduction to Contemporary Social Theory combines lively exposition and
clarity with reflective social critique and original insights, and is a superb
textbook with which to navigate the twists and turns of contemporary social
theory as taught in the disciplines of sociology, politics, history, cultural studies
and many more.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Anthony Elliott is Director of the Hawke Research Institute, where he is Research Professor of Sociology at
the University of South Australia. His recent books include Reinvention (2012), The Routledge Companion
to Social Theory (ed., 2010) and The Routledge Handbook of Identity Studies (ed., 2011).

Charles Lemert is University Professor at Wesleyan University, where he is also John C. Andrus Professor
of Social Theory Emeritus. He is author most recently of Queer Things Abounding: Small Clues to a
Globalized World (2010), The New Individualism, second edition (2009), and Thinking the Unthinkable
(2007).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Manuel Coury:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for all of us. The book Introduction to Contemporary Social Theory was
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The guide Introduction to Contemporary Social Theory is not only giving you more new
information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to
read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Introduction to Contemporary Social Theory. You
never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Elvira Eberhardt:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Introduction to
Contemporary Social Theory suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in this
era. Typically the book untitled Introduction to Contemporary Social Theoryis a single of several books in
which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read
this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought
in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a
lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Cara Fultz:

Exactly why? Because this Introduction to Contemporary Social Theory is an unordinary book that the inside
of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is



good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Tommy Wright:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
many books in the top collection in your reading list is actually Introduction to Contemporary Social Theory.
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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