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Political debates are an important facet of modern election campaigns. How
politicians frame an argument, how the audience perceives it, and how the media
decides to display it are key components in analyzing the outcome of a political
debate, and ultimately, an election. Drawing mainly on the functional theory of
political campaign discourse, William L. Benoit examines a wide variety of
debates not only in the United States but across the globe. Because each phase of
election offers new challenges, specific attention is paid to how primary versus
general and incumbency influence the content of political leaders’ debate
practices. Specifically, the book delves into the history and nature of debates in
various United States elections, including presidential, vice presidential,
senatorial, gubernatorial, and mayoral candidates. Also examined are debates
ranging from the United Kingdom to South Korea to Australia. Benoit also
employs the issues ownership theory and functional federalism theory as a deeper
part of the analysis. This book offers a critical examination and comprehensive
overview of election debate theory.
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Editorial Review

Review
This book is a must read for political communication scholars. It is rare to be offered a systematic, multi-
faceted, and theoretically-driven analysis of a single election component. Benoit's content analysis of United
States debates (presidential and non-presidential), as well as political debates conducted across the globe, is
unrivaled. (Lance Holbert, University of South Carolina)

Political Election Debates: Informing Voters about Policy and Character presents theory and research on
political leaders debates. Election debates in the U.S. (presidential primary, presidential general, vice
presidential, senate, gubernatorial, and mayoral debates) and around the world (e.g., Germany, Israel, UK,
South Korea, Taiwan, France) are explored. News coverage of debates is also examined.

About the Author
William L. Benoit is a professor of communication studies at Ohio University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carmen Jensen:

The book Political Election Debates: Informing Voters about Policy and Character make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Political Election Debates: Informing Voters about Policy and Character to become your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like open and read a reserve Political Election Debates: Informing Voters
about Policy and Character. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this book?

Bryan Perry:

This Political Election Debates: Informing Voters about Policy and Character is brand new way for you who
has interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper
you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
Political Election Debates: Informing Voters about Policy and Character can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People
who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.



Sarah Creamer:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Political Election Debates: Informing Voters about Policy and
Character can make you sense more interested to read.

Sarah McClain:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source this filled
update of news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book,
book and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just trying to find the Political Election Debates: Informing Voters about Policy and
Character when you necessary it?
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