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Port cities have distinctive global dynamics, with long histories of casual labour,
large migrant communities, and international trade networks. This in-depth
comparative study examines contradictory global legacies across themes of urban
identity, waterfront work and radicalism in key post-industrial port cities
worldwide.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The book is structured into three parts covering urban identity, waterfront work, and radicalism, each
broken down into chapters and sub-sections focusing on the three chosen cities. … people interested in ports
and their industries and workforces, urban planners and museum administrators will find Mah’s book
useful.” (Chris Madsen, The Northern Mariner, Vol. 26 (1), March, 2016)

“Here is a book likely to delight sociologists and historians as well as specialists in urban studies, i.e. those
open to the intellectual adventures entailed by the criss-crossing of disciplines; a book to be placed in the
hands of postgraduate and indeed doctoral students willing to enrich their thinking repertoire; a book that
might even appeal to the general reader, as it is full of references to popular culture, from Neil Young to the
TV series Treme.” (Yann Béliard, Urban Studies, Vol. 53 (1), January, 2016)

“In this compelling study of three port cities, Mah attempts to trace the global legacy of dockworkers’ trade
union movements. … this is a thought-provoking study. … for the reader who wants a snapshot of current
conditions in these three port cities, this book is good place to start.” (Colin Davis, International Journal of
Maritime History, Vol. 27 (4), November, 2015)

"What becomes of once-preeminent world harbors when a new global age relegates them to the minor
leagues of seaports? In this rich and imaginative joining of Liverpool, Marseille, and New Orleans, two mere
shadows of their former glories, a third a troubled giant, Alice Mah ranges across waterfront developments,
museum projects, crime stories, and traditions of radical action to capture their quest for a return to greatness
amidst the need to confront a conflicted past and a dubious future." - Michael B. Miller, Professor of History,
University of Miami, USA

"Transformation along waterfronts in port cities has been analysed through many case studies. This book
offers a new comparative and cross-disciplinary approach. It focuses on how labour can create a specific port
identity and provide new perspectives of transformation, which can include heritage for developing a more
modern image for port cities in the future." - Dirk Schubert, Professor of Urban Planning, HafenCity
University Hamburg, Germany

"Alice Mah's sensitively written and deftly researched study explores Liverpool, Marseille and New Orleans
as these port cities of 'the first global age' face the complex challenges of redevelopment, restructuring and
recovery. Moving between the realms of cultural representation, histories of labour solidarity and struggle,
and contested futures, the book traces the tangled lines that lead from legacies of empire, colonialism and
slavery, through decline and ruination to a new urban politics of hope." - Fran Tonkiss, Director, Cities
Programme, London School of Economics, UK

About the Author
Alice Mah is Associate Professor in the Department of Sociology at the University of Warwick, UK. She is
the author of Industrial Ruination, Community, and Place (2012), which won the 2013 BSA Philip Abrams
Memorial Prize.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daryl Biddle:

This Port Cities and Global Legacies: Urban Identity, Waterfront Work, and Radicalism book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. That Port Cities and Global Legacies: Urban Identity,
Waterfront Work, and Radicalism without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Port Cities and Global Legacies: Urban Identity,
Waterfront Work, and Radicalism can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Port
Cities and Global Legacies: Urban Identity, Waterfront Work, and Radicalism having very good arrangement
in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Tonia Lee:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Port Cities and Global Legacies: Urban Identity,
Waterfront Work, and Radicalism, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it,
oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Michael Nunn:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Port Cities and Global Legacies: Urban Identity, Waterfront Work,
and Radicalism why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Nancy Lundy:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Port Cities and Global
Legacies: Urban Identity, Waterfront Work, and Radicalism which is getting the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's notice.
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