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Through inmates’ own voices and artwork, Terezín explores the lives of
Jewish people in one of the most infamous of the Nazi transit camps.

Between 1941 and 1945, Nazi Germany turned the small town of Terezín,
Czechoslovakia, into a ghetto, and then into a transit camp for thousands of
Jewish people. It was a "show" camp, where inmates were forced to use their
artistic talents to fool the world about the truth of gas chambers and horrific
living conditions for imprisoned Jews. Here is their story, told through the
firsthand accounts of those who were there. In this accessible, meticulously
researched book, Ruth Thomson allows the inmates to speak for themselves
through secret diary entries, artwork, and excerpts from memoirs and recordings
narrated after the war. Terezín: Voices from the Holocaust is a moving portrait
that shows the strength of the human will to endure, to create, and to survive.
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Between 1941 and 1945, Nazi Germany turned the small town of Terezín, Czechoslovakia, into a ghetto, and
then into a transit camp for thousands of Jewish people. It was a "show" camp, where inmates were forced to
use their artistic talents to fool the world about the truth of gas chambers and horrific living conditions for
imprisoned Jews. Here is their story, told through the firsthand accounts of those who were there. In this
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Even libraries with substantial Holocaust collections will want this generously sized, illustrated account that
blends the searing history of the Terez?n concentration camp with personal testimonies of those who were
there, artwork of both established painters and children, and quotes from survivors? oral histories and secret
diary entries, including a Czech schoolboy?s memories of how life changed for the Jews when Hitler came.
The statistics sum it up: 15,000 children passed through Terez?n; fewer than 100 survived. Also part of the
story are the astounding lies and cover-ups (including the transportations of orphans and the dying to
Auschwitz to cut down on overcrowding) that tricked official observers into issuing a positive report.
Contrast those facts with the artists? secret images that show the reality of the hunched, hollow-eyed
survivors. The open book design, with highly readable type on thick paper, will draw readers into each
double-page spread. The excellent, accessible back matter includes a time line, glossary, sources, and
museum websites for further research. Grades 6-10. --Hazel Rochman

Review
Two years after the Nazi invasion of Czechoslovakia, the small fortress village of Terezin was converted into
a Jewish ghetto, and over the next four years, tens of thousands of Jews were transported there while in
transit to death camps in the east. The history of Terezin is fascinating: the camp housed many noted artists
who were forced to create Nazi propaganda and official documents by day and then covertly chronicled the
horrific experience of living in Terezin in their own compositions at night. Much of the art created at Terezin
survived the Holocaust, and a generous sampling is included in this volume. Thomson opts to tell the story of
Terezin almost entirely in the voices of those who lived there; a magazine-style layout combines her
occasional introductory commentary with abundant quotations and clearly captioned art and images of
memorabilia. The book is organized both chronologically, beginning with a brief overview of Hitler and the
Jews and ending with the liberation of Terezin, and topically, including chapters on such subjects as the role
of children, the effect of transports on the community, and how arts and culture helped residents of Terezin
to survive. Sidebars, captions, and statistics add further detail and drama to the story. This is an accessible,
carefully researched work that effectively uses primary-source material to make the experience of the Jews
of Terezin come alive for today's students. A timeline, glossary, list of source material, and index are
included. --Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books (Starred Recommended, Gr. 5-8), February 2011

About the Author
Ruth Thomson is an author and editor of many children’s books. She has an MA in museum and gallery
education and lives in London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Bell:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Terezin: Voices
from the Holocaust is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
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what you want and need in this era.

Vanessa McGinty:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
lot of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is usually Terezin: Voices from the Holocaust.

Bettye Heinrich:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Terezin: Voices from the Holocaust,
you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Ronald Canty:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Numerous books that
can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Terezin: Voices from the Holocaust.
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