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France's bestselling literary phenomenon makes her American debut in "The
Stranger Next Door". Selecting a secluded home in the south of France, Emile
and Juliette Hazel think thisisolated spot is perfect for their retirement--until they
are confronted by a bizarre neighbor.
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France's bestselling literary phenomenon makes her American debut in " The Stranger Next Door". Selecting
a secluded home in the south of France, Emile and Juliette Hazel think this isolated spot is perfect for their
retirement--until they are confronted by a bizarre neighbor.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

A retired high school teacher and his wife buy a house in the country that appeals to them as the house for
their golden years. They have been deeply in love since early childhood and look on each other not only as
spouse but as each other's child and parent, heart and soul. This should-be idyllic sceneis rent by the
oppressor, in this darkly comic case an obese, irascible, grimly taciturn neighbor who appears at their door
daily for atwo-hour "visit." Husband and wife try a variety of coping strategies as the infernal visitations
accumulate: gallantry, absurdity, rudeness. All is recounted with a straightforward grace that provides
readers with afront-row seat at this black comedy of modern manners. Thisisthefirst of the young and
aready prolific author's books to appear in the United States. Readers will eagerly anticipate
more.?Francisca Goldsmith, Berkeley P.L., Cal.

Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

Country life and neighborliness are fat targets in this savage little story, the US debut for young Brussels-
based Nothomb, whose previous five novels have won acclaim in France. Emile Hazel, retired high-school
classics teacher, relocates to the south of France with his wife Juliette, to what is for them a dream house,
isolated and picturesque, and thusin every way the antithesis of their former city lives. On their second day
of bliss, however, aknock on the door givesthem ajolt, as their only neighbor, the grotesquely obese Dr.
Bernardin, bargesin for a cup of coffee. He stays for hours but won't converse, answering questions mostly
in monosyllables. He proceeds to drop by punctually every day thereafter, with no change in attitude, forcing
the Hazels to try arange of futile tactics to deter him. Even second-guessing fails: A dinner invitation to
Bernardin and his wife, whom at first he steadfastly refusesto bring with him, results in amemorable
evening as abloated parody of awoman (nicknamed "the cyst" by her hosts) accompanies Bernardin and
makes ameal of the chocolate sauce meant for dessert. The neighbor's solo visits continue, until finally
Emile resorts to plain rudeness and shoves him violently out the door. The doctor does not return, but soon
after about of insomnia alows Emile to rescue his neighbor from a suicide attempt, an act that binds them
together in increasingly mysterious ways as the rescuer comes to realize the cruelty in hisoriginal gesture--
and to make amends in away that reveals alarming, unsuspected elements of his personality. Thisisn't the
first time that the veneer of civilization has been stripped away to show monstrous urges beneath, but the
tables turn here in a particularly eerie, chilling manner, in a combination of psychological astuteness and
considerable craftsmanship. -- Copyright ©1997, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Review

...Nothomb devel ops thisimprobable plot in a highly entertaining fashion.... [it] both disturbs and amuses. --
The New York Times Book Review, Janet Kaye

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Graciela Johnson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Stranger Next Door. Try to make book The Stranger



Next Door as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it isvery fortuned in your case. The book makes
you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Steven Stockton:

Now aday people who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be smart in
getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Stranger Next Door book since this
book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees
thereis no doubt in it you probably know this.

Amber Tyson:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Stranger Next Door publication
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who
else read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation The Stranger Next Door as good book not simply by
the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its deal
with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense aready told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Thomas Gonzalez:

Isit you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Stranger Next Door can be the answer, oh
how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your extratime by reading in
this brand-new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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