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Amidst the violent racism prevalent at the turn of the twentieth century, African
American cultural elites, struggling to articulate a positive black identity,
developed a middle-class ideology of racial uplift. Insisting that they were truly
representative of the race's potential, black elites espoused an ethos of self-help
and service to the black masses and distinguished themselves from the black
majority as agents of civilization; hence the phrase 'uplifting the race.'

A central assumption of racial uplift ideology was that African Americans'
material and moral progress would diminish white racism. But Kevin Gaines
argues that, in its emphasis on class distinctions and patriarchal authority, racial
uplift ideology was tied to pejorative notions of racial pathology and thus was
limited as a force against white prejudice.

Drawing on the work of W. E. B. Du Bois, Anna Julia Cooper, Alice Dunbar-
Nelson, Hubert H. Harrison, and others, Gaines focuses on the intersections
between race and gender in both racial uplift ideology and black nationalist
thought, showing that the meaning of uplift was intensely contested even among
those who shared its aims. Ultimately, elite conceptions of the ideology retreated
from more democratic visions of uplift as social advancement, leaving a legacy
that narrows our conceptions of rights, citizenship, and social justice.
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Amidst the violent racism prevalent at the turn of the twentieth century, African American cultural elites,
struggling to articulate a positive black identity, developed a middle-class ideology of racial uplift. Insisting
that they were truly representative of the race's potential, black elites espoused an ethos of self-help and
service to the black masses and distinguished themselves from the black majority as agents of civilization;
hence the phrase 'uplifting the race.'

A central assumption of racial uplift ideology was that African Americans' material and moral progress
would diminish white racism. But Kevin Gaines argues that, in its emphasis on class distinctions and
patriarchal authority, racial uplift ideology was tied to pejorative notions of racial pathology and thus was
limited as a force against white prejudice.

Drawing on the work of W. E. B. Du Bois, Anna Julia Cooper, Alice Dunbar-Nelson, Hubert H. Harrison,
and others, Gaines focuses on the intersections between race and gender in both racial uplift ideology and
black nationalist thought, showing that the meaning of uplift was intensely contested even among those who
shared its aims. Ultimately, elite conceptions of the ideology retreated from more democratic visions of uplift
as social advancement, leaving a legacy that narrows our conceptions of rights, citizenship, and social
justice.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Around the turn of the century, between the dying hopes of Reconstruction and the ardent desires of the civil
rights movement was uplift, an ideology whereby African American elites believed they could earn respect--
and rights--by adopting bourgeois mores. In his first three chapters, Gaines, a scholar of history and African
American studies at Princeton, outlines some of the problems and concerns of uplift ideology, and while
much of it is intriguing, his biggest beef often seems to be that uplift was not ahead of its time, being neither
feminist enough nor sufficiently concerned with the needs of the lower classes. In the six remaining chapters,
Gaines offers illustrations through profiles of African Americans. There's Paul Laurence Dunbar, whose
dialect poems appealed to whites by continuing stereotypes; W.E.B. Du Bois, whose The Philadelphia Negro
tried to reconcile the ideology of self-help with the realities of racism. There are ``race men and women''
who demean the lower classes, and African American men who ignore the plight of women while suffragists
ignore the plight of African Americans. In the early chapters, Gaines sexualizes too much without enough
substantiation (``the mammy stereotype... provided whites with a forgiving image of maternal black
womanhood that released them from a guilty awareness of black women as victims of rape by white men'').
But by the end, readers will be left with a much more subtle understanding of the sad paradox of uplift, of
African Americans trying to belong to a society that was defined in part by their exclusion.

Copyright 1996 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review
A bold and exciting work.

"Journal of Southern History"

Readers will be left with a much more subtle understanding of the sad paradox of uplift.

"Publishers Weekly"

GainesUs book is a refreshing demonstration of what can be yielded from a serious and scholarly
contemplation of our American past.

"American Quarterly"

"An immensely insightful and informative work, richly documented and provocative in its arguments and
conclusions.

Colin A. Palmer, City University of New York"

Gainess book is a refreshing demonstration of what can be yielded from a serious and scholarly
contemplation of our American past.

"American Quarterly"

An immensely insightful and informative work, richly documented and provocative in its arguments and



conclusions.

Colin A. Palmer, City University of New York

"Gainesa[s book is a refreshing demonstration of what can be yielded from a serious and scholarly
contemplation of our American past."
--"American Quarterly"

"Gaines_s book is a refreshing demonstration of what can be yielded from a serious and scholarly
contemplation of our American past."
-"American Quarterly"

"Gaines 's book is a refreshing demonstration of what can be yielded from a serious and scholarly
contemplation of our American past."
--"American Quarterly"

A challenging exploration of an important strand of African American thought--the ideology of racial uplift.

"Journal of American History"

"Gaines s book is a refreshing demonstration of what can be yielded from a serious and scholarly
contemplation of our American past."
--"American Quarterly"

Review
An immensely insightful and informative work, richly documented and provocative in its arguments and
conclusions.--Colin A. Palmer, City University of New York

A detailed and engaging book which explores a neglected aspect of US foreign policy. . . . The emotional
resonance articulated in the epilogue regarding diasporean African' quest to celebrate their African heritage
in addition to formulating a political relationship with Ghana makes a fitting end to this insightful
book.--Modern African Studies

A bold and exciting work.--Journal of Southern History

A challenging exploration of an important strand of African American thought--the ideology of racial uplift.-
-Journal of American History

Readers will be left with a much more subtle understanding of the sad paradox of uplift, of African
Americans trying to belong to a society that was defined in part by their exclusion.--Publishers Weekly



Gaines addresses the black elite's preoccupation with uplift ideology throughout the 20th century and the
tension that particular doctrine caused among African American intellectuals.--Choice

This work represents the promise of what the new scholarship on the African American intellectual and
social experience in the United States might bring. Gaines's book is a refreshing demonstration of what can
be yielded from a serious and scholarly contemplation of our American past, and it opens new doors of
inquiry into the fields of African American intellectual history, gender studies, cultural studies, and political
history.--American Quarterly

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ray Goodrow:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Uplifting the Race: Black
Leadership, Politics, and Culture in the Twentieth Century will make you to always be smarter. You can feel
far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading any book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or appropriate book with you?

Cornell Warren:

Uplifting the Race: Black Leadership, Politics, and Culture in the Twentieth Century can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering
the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Uplifting the Race: Black Leadership, Politics, and Culture in the Twentieth Century but doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial
contemplating.

William Sanders:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Uplifting the Race: Black Leadership, Politics, and Culture in the Twentieth Century will give you a new
experience in reading a book.



Denise Kerrigan:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This guide Uplifting the Race: Black Leadership, Politics, and Culture in the Twentieth
Century was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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