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What does it mean to be white in a society that proclaims race meaningless yet is
deeply divided by race? In the face of pervasive racial inequality and segregation,
most whites cannot answer that question. Robin DiAngelo argues that a number
of factors make this question difficult for whites miseducation about what racism
is; ideologies such as individualism and colorblindness; defensiveness; and a
need to protect (rather than expand) our worldviews. These factors contribute to
what she terms white racial illiteracy. Speaking as a white person to other white
people, Dr. DiAngelo clearly and compellingly takes readers through an analysis
of white socialization. She describes how race shapes the lives of white people,
explains what makes racism so hard for whites to see, identifies common white
racial patterns, and speaks back to popular white narratives that work to deny
racism. Written as an accessible introduction to white identity from an anti-racist
framework, What Does It Mean To Be White? is an invaluable resource for
members of diversity and anti-racism programs and study groups and students of
sociology, psychology, education, and other disciplines.
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Editorial Review

Review
«Rarely will one find an analysis of whiteness (and the problems associated with it) that is as comprehensive
as this one. From incisive and wide-ranging critiques of how white folks deflect, deny, and evade the topic of
racism, and the implications of our own racial identity and position, to an absolutely on-point interrogation
of how racism and whiteness influence white teachers-in-training, and thus, the larger educational process,
Robin DiAngelo demonstrates the kind of clarity of thought so needed on this important subject.» (Tim
Wise, Author of ‘White Like Me: Reflections on Race from a Privileged Son’ and ‘ Dear White America:
Letter to a New Minority’)
«This book goes well beyond Diversity Training 101. It is filled with comprehensive knowledge and useful
tools for understanding racism and white people’s role in it. An invaluable resource for every educator,
student, practitioner, and concerned citizen; you will be better prepared to address all forms of oppression
after reading this book.» (Eddie Moore, Founder of The White Privilege Conference)
«With directness, sensitivity, and clarity, Robin DiAngelo leads the reader through a series of challenging
and revelatory discussions that have profound implications for teaching and learning in today's classrooms.
Her question, ‘What does it mean to be white?’, underscores the pressing need for honest dialogue,
particularly among white educators, about this tremendously important topic. I hope every teacher has the
opportunity to read this book. Both they, and the students they teach, will be the better for it.» (Sonia Nieto,
Professor Emerita, Language, Literacy, and Culture, School of Education, University of Massachusetts and
Author of‘The Light in Their Eyes: Creating Multicultural Learning Communities’)

About the Author
Robin DiAngelo is a faculty member in the Department of Education at Westfield State University in
Massachusetts. Her research is in whiteness studies and discourse analysis. She is concerned with the
challenges of an increasingly white teaching force and an increasingly diverse student population. Her
articles have appeared in the Journal of Understanding and Dismantling Privilege, International Journal of
Critical Pedagogy, and Equity & Excellence in Education. She has twice been honored with the Student's
Choice Award for Educator of the Year. She has provided diversity and anti-racism training for a wide range
of organizations, including the City of Seattle.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bobby Griffin:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take What Does It Mean to Be White?: Developing White
Racial Literacy (Counterpoints) as your daily resource information.



Donovan Pena:

The reserve untitled What Does It Mean to Be White?: Developing White Racial Literacy (Counterpoints) is
the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown
to an individual. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of What Does It Mean to Be
White?: Developing White Racial Literacy (Counterpoints) from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Ira Gonzalez:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The What Does It Mean to
Be White?: Developing White Racial Literacy (Counterpoints) will give you new experience in examining a
book.

Brenda Rodriguez:

This What Does It Mean to Be White?: Developing White Racial Literacy (Counterpoints) is brand new way
for you who has attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this
What Does It Mean to Be White?: Developing White Racial Literacy (Counterpoints) can be the light food in
your case because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that
in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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