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Inspired by egalitarian doctrines, the Dalit communities in India have been
fighting for basic human and civic rights since the middle of the nineteenth
century. In this book, Shailaja Paik focuses on the struggle of Dalit women in one
arena - the realm of formal education – and examines a range of interconnected
social, cultural and political questions. What did education mean to women?
How did changes in women’s education affect their views of themselves and
their domestic work, public employment, marriage, sexuality, and childbearing
and rearing? What does the dissonance between the rhetoric and practice of
secular education tell us about the deeper historical entanglement with modernity
as experienced by Dalit communities?

Dalit Women's Education in Modern India is a social and cultural history that
challenges the triumphant narrative of modern secular education to analyse the
constellation of social, economic, political and historical circumstances that both
opened and closed opportunities to many Dalits. By focusing on marginalised
Dalit women in modern Maharashtra, who have rarely been at the centre of
systematic historical enquiry, Paik breathes life into their ideas, expectations,
potentials, fears and frustrations. Addressing two major blind spots in the
historiography of India and of the women’s movement, she historicises Dalit
women’s experiences and constructs them as historical agents. The book
combines archival research with historical fieldwork, and centres on themes
including slum life, urban middle classes, social and sexual labour, and family,
marriage and children to provide a penetrating portrait of the actions and lives of
Dalit women.

Elegantly conceived and convincingly argued, Dalit Women's Education in
Modern India will be invaluable to students of History, Caste Politics, Women
and Gender Studies, Education Studies, Urban Studies and Asian studies.
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Inspired by egalitarian doctrines, the Dalit communities in India have been fighting for basic human and
civic rights since the middle of the nineteenth century. In this book, Shailaja Paik focuses on the struggle of
Dalit women in one arena - the realm of formal education – and examines a range of interconnected social,
cultural and political questions. What did education mean to women? How did changes in women’s
education affect their views of themselves and their domestic work, public employment, marriage, sexuality,
and childbearing and rearing? What does the dissonance between the rhetoric and practice of secular
education tell us about the deeper historical entanglement with modernity as experienced by Dalit
communities?

Dalit Women's Education in Modern India is a social and cultural history that challenges the triumphant
narrative of modern secular education to analyse the constellation of social, economic, political and historical
circumstances that both opened and closed opportunities to many Dalits. By focusing on marginalised Dalit
women in modern Maharashtra, who have rarely been at the centre of systematic historical enquiry, Paik
breathes life into their ideas, expectations, potentials, fears and frustrations. Addressing two major blind
spots in the historiography of India and of the women’s movement, she historicises Dalit women’s
experiences and constructs them as historical agents. The book combines archival research with historical
fieldwork, and centres on themes including slum life, urban middle classes, social and sexual labour, and
family, marriage and children to provide a penetrating portrait of the actions and lives of Dalit women.

Elegantly conceived and convincingly argued, Dalit Women's Education in Modern India will be invaluable
to students of History, Caste Politics, Women and Gender Studies, Education Studies, Urban Studies and
Asian studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

Shailaja Paik centers her history of western Indian Dalit women in the highly charged political field of
education, which was a testing ground for Dalit self-realization in the context of colonial and postcolonial
modernity. Drawing on a rich archive of oral history and insisting on gender as a generative force in the
shaping of all Dalit experience, she documents the ways that Dalit women made history through their
struggle with the state and the community itself. This doubleness was both the condition of their radical
history and the limits of its horizon. Readers will feel the contradiction of that double bind even as they come
to appreciate the variety of obstacles Dalit women faced as they took up the daily challenges of "getting on
and [getting] out from under."

Antoinette Burton, University of Illinois

 

Shailaja Paik’s Double Discrimination stands out for putting the everyday experience of ordinary Dalit
women in western India at the center of her analysis of Dalit access to education in the twentieth century.
Drawing on a rich archive of English and Marathi sources, including oral histories, Paik provides an account
of Dalit women’s navigation of the hierarchies of gender, caste, class, power, and privilege. The triumphs
and tribulations of Dalit women who both seized and challenged the new educational opportunities makes for
a compelling narrative attentive to the inequities within upper-caste as well as Dalit communities.

Mrinalini Sinha

 

 

 

Shailaja Paik examines the double discrimination faced by Dalit women in India when they strive, against
many odds, to make the most of whatever educational facilities there are available to them. They are
discriminated against both as members of a stigmatised community, and also as women. While the caste-
based prejudice comes from outside the community, the gender-based prejudice comes too frequently from
within, as male Dalits routinely devalue and curb the potential of female members of their families. This
history of such discrimination cannot be studied adequately through written records, as it is largely an
unrecorded one – it depends very centrally on the collection of women’s narratives through interviews. Dr.
Paik has carried out this task with energy and great commitment, revealing a fine empathy with those with
whom she engaged. The result is a path-breaking and important piece of research and writing.

David Hardiman, University of Warwick

 

Shailaja Paik’s study of education among Dalit women in urban Maharashtra is a ground-breaking



contribution to historical work on caste and gender in South Asia. Based upon extensive oral interviews as
well as exhaustive archival research, Paik’s book provides critical analysis of a broad range of important
historical concerns, including the limitations of the colonial and post-colonial educational systems, the
failure of pre-independence feminists in addressing concerns of low-caste women, the views of B.R.
Ambedkar and other Dalit radicals on education and gender, and the ways education transformed and failed
to transform the professional and familial lives of Dalit women.

Douglas E. Haynes, Dartmouth College

 

Shailaja Paik’s book deals with an understudied subject, Dalit women’s education. It covers pre- and post-
1947 developments by relying on rich sources – archival and oral. During the Raj (and sometimes after!)
Dalit women suffered from dual discriminitation since they were neither welcome in the public schools –
though these institutions were supposed to be for all children - nor necessarily sent to them by their parents.
But some of them, in Maharashtra, seized the opportunity of their migration to the city for following
Ambedkar’s recommendation, "Educate!". Paik’s remarkable exercise in ethno-history meticulously
highlights the many faces of segregation based on language and location, as evident from her "tale of two
cities" which shows that to live in a slum of Poona implied more than a mere topographical periphery. Last
but not least, Dalit Women’s Education in Modern India, argues that education did not always gave jobs to
women – sometimes because they married too young, sometimes because nobody wanted to hire them: a
strong plea for job reservations, one of the major achievements of India.

 

Christophe Jaffrelot, King's College, London

It is this journey of gaining a new subjecthood that Paik explores in her book quite successfully. This story of
education of Dalit women is fundamentally different from the popular historical narrative on the subject that
draws almost entirely from the upper-caste Hindu experience.

 

Surinder S. Jodhka, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Pacific Affairs: Volume 89, No. 2 – June 2016 pp.467

 

About the Author

Shailaja Paik is Assistant Professor of History and Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies, Affiliate
Faculty at the University of Cincinnati, USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Candice Delgado:

This book untitled Dalit Women's Education in Modern India: Double Discrimination (Routledge Research



on Gender in Asia Series) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you
read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book
store or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this e-book from your list.

Mary Davis:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Dalit Women's Education in
Modern India: Double Discrimination (Routledge Research on Gender in Asia Series), you are able to enjoy
both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.

Vickie Miller:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Dalit Women's Education in
Modern India: Double Discrimination (Routledge Research on Gender in Asia Series) book written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still skepticism Dalit Women's Education in Modern India: Double Discrimination
(Routledge Research on Gender in Asia Series) as good book not simply by the cover but also by content.
This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth
sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening
to one more sixth sense.

Loretta Manson:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some
books. One of the books in the top collection in your reading list will be Dalit Women's Education in Modern
India: Double Discrimination (Routledge Research on Gender in Asia Series). This book which is qualified
as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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