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“No one except perhaps Eugene O’Neill and Tennessee Williams has aimed so
high and achieved so much in the American theater.”—John Lahr, The New
Yorker

“A swelling battle hymn of transporting beauty. Theatergoers who have followed
August Wilson’s career will find in Gem a touchstone for everything else he has
written.”—Ben Brantley, The New York Times

“Wilson’s juiciest material. The play holds the stage and its characters hammer
home, strongly, the notion of newfound freedom.”—Michael Phillips, Chicago
Tribune

Gem of the Ocean is the play that begins it all. Set in 1904 Pittsburgh, it is
chronologically the first work in August Wilson’s decade-by-decade cycle
dramatizing the African American experience during the 20th century—an
unprecedented series that includes the Pulitzer Prize–winning plays Fences and
The Piano Lesson. Aunt Esther, the drama’s 287-year-old fiery matriarch,
welcomes into her Hill District home Solly Two Kings, who was born into
slavery and scouted for the Union Army, and Citizen Barlow, a young man from
Alabama searching for a new life. Gem of the Ocean recently played across the
country and on Broadway, with Phylicia Rashad as Aunt Esther.

Earlier in 2005, on the completion of the final work of his ten play cycle-surely
the most ambitious American dramatic project undertaken in our history-August
Wilson disclosed his bout with cancer, an illness of unusual ferocity that would
eventually claim his life on October 2. Fittingly the Broadway theatre where his
last play will be produced in 2006 has been renamed the August Wilson Theater
in his honor. His legacy will animate the theatre and stir the human heart for
decades to come.
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“No one except perhaps Eugene O’Neill and Tennessee Williams has aimed so high and achieved so much in
the American theater.”—John Lahr, The New Yorker

“A swelling battle hymn of transporting beauty. Theatergoers who have followed August Wilson’s career
will find in Gem a touchstone for everything else he has written.”—Ben Brantley, The New York Times

“Wilson’s juiciest material. The play holds the stage and its characters hammer home, strongly, the notion of
newfound freedom.”—Michael Phillips, Chicago Tribune

Gem of the Ocean is the play that begins it all. Set in 1904 Pittsburgh, it is chronologically the first work in
August Wilson’s decade-by-decade cycle dramatizing the African American experience during the 20th
century—an unprecedented series that includes the Pulitzer Prize–winning plays Fences and The Piano
Lesson. Aunt Esther, the drama’s 287-year-old fiery matriarch, welcomes into her Hill District home Solly
Two Kings, who was born into slavery and scouted for the Union Army, and Citizen Barlow, a young man
from Alabama searching for a new life. Gem of the Ocean recently played across the country and on
Broadway, with Phylicia Rashad as Aunt Esther.

Earlier in 2005, on the completion of the final work of his ten play cycle-surely the most ambitious American
dramatic project undertaken in our history-August Wilson disclosed his bout with cancer, an illness of
unusual ferocity that would eventually claim his life on October 2. Fittingly the Broadway theatre where his
last play will be produced in 2006 has been renamed the August Wilson Theater in his honor. His legacy will
animate the theatre and stir the human heart for decades to come.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

August Wilson is the most influential and successful African American playwright writing today. He is the
two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Fences, The Piano Lesson, King Hedley II, Ma Rainy's Black
Bottom, Joe Turner's Come and Gone, Seven Guitars, Two Trains Running, Jitney and Radio Golf. His plays
have been produced all over the world.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kerri Goodman:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important for people. The book Gem of the Ocean has been making you to know
about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The
publication Gem of the Ocean is not only giving you much more new information but also being your friend
when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
with all the book Gem of the Ocean. You never experience lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Allison Stiffler:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Gem of the
Ocean your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown
for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become
one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Gem of the Ocean
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information
for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind
are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Gary Flint:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Gem of the Ocean that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world
can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants
to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is
possible to pick Gem of the Ocean become your starter.



Dennis Stclair:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book Gem of
the Ocean. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge
and make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you
from one spot to other place.
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