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This volume presents in a forthright and lively way, an account of the
philosophical position generally identified as 'Postpositivistic' that undergirds
much of mainstream research in education and the related social sciences. The
discussion throughout is informed by recent developments in philosophy of
science. Authors D. C. Phillips and Nicholas C. Burbules cite a number of
interesting examples from the educational research and evaluation literature to
illustrate the value of a scientific approach. Many educational researchers aspire
to carry out rigorous or disciplined inquiry aimed at producing accurate (and
generally 'truthful') accounts of educational phenomena and the causal
psychological or social processes that lay behind them. However, many recent
critics have argued that it is a mistake to believe that research can yield theories,
or advance claims that are true, objective, and value-neutral. In other words, that
researchers always work within frameworks that embody important (and often
questionable) assumptions about values and the nature of human knowledge.
This book argues that , while there is much to be learned from recent critiques,
traditional scientific values and assumptions are not outmoded. The authors show
students how to implement and benefit from the scientific method in ways that
take into account recent critiques.
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This volume presents in a forthright and lively way, an account of the philosophical position generally
identified as 'Postpositivistic' that undergirds much of mainstream research in education and the related
social sciences. The discussion throughout is informed by recent developments in philosophy of science.
Authors D. C. Phillips and Nicholas C. Burbules cite a number of interesting examples from the educational
research and evaluation literature to illustrate the value of a scientific approach. Many educational
researchers aspire to carry out rigorous or disciplined inquiry aimed at producing accurate (and generally
'truthful') accounts of educational phenomena and the causal psychological or social processes that lay
behind them. However, many recent critics have argued that it is a mistake to believe that research can yield
theories, or advance claims that are true, objective, and value-neutral. In other words, that researchers always
work within frameworks that embody important (and often questionable) assumptions about values and the
nature of human knowledge. This book argues that , while there is much to be learned from recent critiques,
traditional scientific values and assumptions are not outmoded. The authors show students how to implement
and benefit from the scientific method in ways that take into account recent critiques.
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Editorial Review

Review
At last an engaging and well-reasoned defense of scientific rationality. This is a powerful antidote to the
myriad critics who disparage or dismiss the social sciences. (David C. Berliner, Regents' Professor Emeritus,
Arizona State University)

This book is a must-read for all who are concerned with the mission and nature of educational research.
(Gavriel Salomon, University of Haifa, Israel)

Phillips and Burbules, two leading philosophers of education, have produced a much needed examination of
just how far the possibility for social science has been undercut by critiques intended to undercut the
credibility of scientific knowledge. Their clearly written book will help educational researchers understand
how effective, disciplined research is possible in a post-positivist world. The authors systematically examine
the problems created by the fallibility of knowledge, the inevitable value-ladenness of research, and the
existence of varying perspectives, showing how the pursuit of truth can remain a reasonable activity. The
book should be required reading for those learning to do educational research, filling the gap between how-to
books on research method and post-positivist accounts that embrace, or at least flirt with, relativism. By
blending careful argument with concrete examples, Phillips and Burbules help students recognize the limits
of research without abandoning the quest for warranted claims to knowledge. (Robert E. Floden, Michigan
State University)

About the Author
D. C. Phillips is professor of education and philosophy and associate dean for academic affairs in the School
of Education at Stanford University.

Nicholas C. Burbules is professor of education at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. He is also
editor of the journal Educational Theory.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Hester:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Postpositivism and Educational Research. Try to stumble through
book Postpositivism and Educational Research as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when
you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So ,
we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.



Eddie Bussell:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Postpositivism and
Educational Research. All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Darlene Beaudoin:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Postpositivism and
Educational Research which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

James Longo:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real
their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Postpositivism and Educational Research can make you sense more
interested to read.
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