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You would not expect this from his dour reputation, but John Calvin transformed
the Western understanding of sex, marriage, and family life. In this fascinating,
even sensational, volume John Witte and Robert Kingdon treat comprehensively
the new theology and law of domestic life that Calvin and his fellow reformers
established in sixteenth-century Geneva. Bringing to light and life hundreds of
newly discovered cases and theological texts, Witte and Kingdon trace the subtle
historical forms and norms of sex, marriage, and family life that still shape us
today.
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Editorial Review

Review

Renaissance Quarterly
"There is so much good to be said about this book: the teamwork that such a project entailed, the
thoroughness and clarity of the text, the indices contained in each volume rather than being reserved for the
end. Scholars will appreciate the transcriptions of primary source documents in this book, many from
original manuscript sources, painstaking to read from the handwritten original."

Catholic Historical Review
"The documents from Calvin's Geneva that are reproduced here are very well chosen, eloquently translated,
and deftly analyzed . . . should be of great interest to anyone interested in the history of marriage and the
reformation."

Journal of Ecclesiastical History
"A fascinating and extremely useful volume. Its thirteen chapters are a mix of comprehensive, yet succinct,
introduction and commentary combined with excellent primary documents."

R. H. Helmholz
— University of Chicago Law School
"A splendid accomplishment. John Witte and Robert Kingdon move gracefully from theological tracts and
legal treatises to court records and correspondence, stopping to take note of revealing incidents from John
Calvin's own life. The result sheds new light on the history of married life."

Steven Ozment
— Harvard University, author of A Mighty Fortress
"Give a new generation a monograph on Calvinist views of sex, marriage, and family and you may catch
their minds for a day. But give them a multivolume edition of the same subjects in superb translations and
you start up new schools of scholarship. With this first volume on courtship, engagement, and marriage John
Witte and Robert Kingdon are teaching a new generation how to fish in Geneva."

Elsie McKee
— Princeton Theological Seminary
"Witte and Kingdon provide a wonderful range of diverse primary source documents that will make
fascinating reading for students and scholars alike."

Choice
"Highly recommended. The primary sources in this volume show the importance of matters of the heart to
Geneva's theologians and civil authorities during the 16th century."

From the Back Cover
You would not expect this from his dour reputation, but John Calvin transformed the Western understanding
of sex, marriage, and family life. In this fascinating, even sensational, volume John Witte and Robert
Kingdon treat comprehensively the new theology and law of domestic life that Calvin and his fellow



reformers established in sixteenth-century Geneva. Bringing to light and life hundreds of newly discovered
cases and theological texts, Witte and Kingdon trace the subtle historical forms and norms of sex, marriage,
and family life that still shape us today.

About the Author
John Witte Jr. is the Jonas Robitscher Professor of Law and Director of the Center for the Study of Law and
Religion at Emory University. He has published 120 articles and 20 books, including "Law and
Protestantism: The Legal Teachings of the Lutheran Reformation" and "The Reformation of Rights: Law,
Religion, and Human Rights in Early Modern Calvinism,"

Frank S. Alexander is Professor of Law and Founding Director of the Center for the Study of Law and
Religion at Emory University. He has published a dozen volumes, including "The Weightier Matters of the
Law: Essays on Law and Religion,"

Robert M. Kingdon was Hilldale Professor of History at the University of Wisconsin Madison.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sharon Stennis:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for people. The book Sex, Marriage, and Family Life in John Calvin's Geneva:
Courtship, Engagement, and Marriage (Religion, Marriage and Family Series) seemed to be making you to
know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you.
The reserve Sex, Marriage, and Family Life in John Calvin's Geneva: Courtship, Engagement, and Marriage
(Religion, Marriage and Family Series) is not only giving you more new information but also being your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship while using book Sex, Marriage, and Family Life in John Calvin's Geneva: Courtship,
Engagement, and Marriage (Religion, Marriage and Family Series). You never sense lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Cicely Silber:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Sex, Marriage, and Family Life in John Calvin's Geneva: Courtship,
Engagement, and Marriage (Religion, Marriage and Family Series) book is readable through you who hate
those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Sex, Marriage, and Family
Life in John Calvin's Geneva: Courtship, Engagement, and Marriage (Religion, Marriage and Family Series)
content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Sex, Marriage, and Family
Life in John Calvin's Geneva: Courtship, Engagement, and Marriage (Religion, Marriage and Family Series)
is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?



Robert Collado:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Sex, Marriage, and Family Life in John Calvin's Geneva:
Courtship, Engagement, and Marriage (Religion, Marriage and Family Series) as your daily resource
information.

Amanda Kline:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Sex, Marriage, and Family Life in John Calvin's Geneva:
Courtship, Engagement, and Marriage (Religion, Marriage and Family Series) was bright colored and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Sex, Marriage, and Family Life in John Calvin's Geneva:
Courtship, Engagement, and Marriage (Religion, Marriage and Family Series) has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun
and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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