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What are the do’s and don’ts of being a good assistant lighting designer?

What are focus tapes, and how do I use them?

What is the best method for creating a magic sheet?

What should be found in every assistant’s kit?

How do I make that first important leap into this professional career?

?

Answer these questions and many more with The Assistant Lighting Designer’s
Toolkit. This definitive guide unlocks the insider-secrets used to succeed as a
professional assistant lighting designer (ALD) – whether choosing assisting as a
career or while transitioning to another. This book outlines, step-by-step, the
challenges the ALD faces during every phase of production. Never before has a
resource existed that views the design process through the eyes of the assistant.

?
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Intermingled among the nuts and bolts of the paperwork and essential
procedures, top industry professionals reveal tips for personal survival in this
challenging career – both domestically and abroad as well as in other careers in
lighting. Within these pages are the industry secrets rarely taught in school!

 

The author's website can be found at http://www.aldtoolkit.com/.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The Assistant Lighting Designer's Toolkit is a book the lighting world needs and should be required
reading for all new – and not so new – lighting designers."

– Ken Billington

"The Assistant Lighting Designer's Toolkit sets out to fill a big gap in the market of lighting books -- a
huge help to so many aspiring ALD's and teaches us 'mature' designers how to better behave! This
book is marvelous."

– Richard Pilbrow, internationally known Author and Lighting Designer; voted "one of the 50 most powerful
people in the entertainment technology industry" (Live Design 2010)

"The Assistant Lighting Designer's Toolkit is a great addition to just about everyone's lighting library.
Lots of how-to info from the tech table battle front."

– Scott Parker, Lighting Designer, Columbus State University

"This unique, impressive book has the detail of a Broadway lighting show “bible” with each element of
a lighting design clearly prepared, presented and documented...It is vital reading for a designer or
student going to work or study in the US."

- Paul Davies, Focus Magazine

"The Assistant Lighting Designer’s Toolkit is...chock-full of information and insights. Whatever your
experience level, it is a worthy addition to your theatre library. For those making the transition from
life as a lighting design student to the professional market, it is an invaluable resource."

- Ellen E. Jones, Lighting & Sound America

"The Assistant Lighting Designer's Toolkit is now on my short list of the two or three most important
books for aspiring professional lighting designers. She [Anne E. McMills] has completed a task that
began twenty-five years ago with a brief magazine article by Craig Miller. As he would have said, "A
Plus, Gold Star!""

- Michael Lincoln, Threatre Design & Technology

About the Author

Anne E. McMills’ career extends across the vast landscape of the lighting world – from theatre (including
Broadway and the West End) to television and theme parks to architecture, industrials, concerts, awards
shows, dance, and opera. In addition to designing her own work, Anne works as an associate lighting
designer assisting award-winning Broadway designers such as Brian MacDevitt, Howell Binkley, Peter
Kaczorowski, Jason Lyons, David Lander, Brian Monahan, and Ken Billington. Anne is the Head of Design



at California State University, Los Angeles, and a member of United Scenic Artists, Local 829. In the Fall of
2014, Anne will join the faculty of San Diego State University, leading the MFA in Lighting Design.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edward Vogler:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Assistant Lighting
Designer's Toolkit (The Focal Press Toolkit Series) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's notice.

Michael Palmateer:

This The Assistant Lighting Designer's Toolkit (The Focal Press Toolkit Series) is brand new way for you
who has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you
onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this The
Assistant Lighting Designer's Toolkit (The Focal Press Toolkit Series) can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself
in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a
book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the
idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.

Mae Bushee:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. With the
book The Assistant Lighting Designer's Toolkit (The Focal Press Toolkit Series) we can get more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book The
Assistant Lighting Designer's Toolkit (The Focal Press Toolkit Series). You can more appealing than now.

Richard Eby:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book The Assistant Lighting Designer's
Toolkit (The Focal Press Toolkit Series) to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading ability is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for



you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve The Assistant Lighting Designer's
Toolkit (The Focal Press Toolkit Series) can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
in what must you're doing of this time.
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