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This highly original interpretation of Paul by the Jewish philosopher of religion
Jacob Taubes was presented in a number of lectures held in Heidelberg toward
the end of his life, and was regarded by him as his “spiritual testament.” Taubes
engages with classic Paul commentators, including Karl Barth, but also situates
the Pauline text in the context of Freud, Nietzsche, Benjamin, Adorno, Scholem,
and Rosenzweig. In his distinctive argument for the apocalyptic-revolutionary
potential of Romans, Taubes also takes issue with the “political theology”
advanced by the conservative Catholic jurist Carl Schmitt. Taubes’s reading has
been crucial for a number of interpretations of political theology and of
Paul?including those of Jan Assmann and Giorgio Agamben?and it belongs to a
wave of fresh considerations of Paul’s legacy (Boyarin, Lyotard, Badiou, Zîzêk).
Finally, Taubes’s far-ranging lectures provide important insights into the singular
experiences and views of this unconventional Jewish intellectual living in post-
Holocaust Germany.
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Editorial Review

Review
"As always with Taubes, it is all very apocalyptic and reasonably brilliant or, at least, brilliantly distorted and
filled with strokes of genius?the genius of a charlatan at his very, very best." (Hebraic Political Studies)

From the Inside Flap

This highly original interpretation of Paul by the Jewish philosopher of religion Jacob Taubes was presented
in a number of lectures held in Heidelberg toward the end of his life, and was regarded by him as his
“spiritual testament.” Taubes engages with classic Paul commentators, including Karl Barth, but also situates
the Pauline text in the context of Freud, Nietzsche, Benjamin, Adorno, Scholem, and Rosenzweig. In his
distinctive argument for the apocalyptic-revolutionary potential of Romans, Taubes also takes issue with the
“political theology” advanced by the conservative Catholic jurist Carl Schmitt. Taubes’s reading has been
crucial for a number of interpretations of political theology and of Paul—including those of Jan Assmann
and Giorgio Agamben—and it belongs to a wave of fresh considerations of Paul’s legacy (Boyarin, Lyotard,
Badiou, Zîzêk). Finally, Taubes’s far-ranging lectures provide important insights into the singular
experiences and views of this unconventional Jewish intellectual living in post-Holocaust Germany.

About the Author
The late Jacob Taubes held the chair in Hermeneutics at the Free University of Berlin. In the U.S., he taught
as a visiting professor at Harvard. Taubes apparently published little during his lifetime, but had a very great
influence as a teacher. In addition to the present posthumous volume, the Assmanns and others have edited a
collection of his writings from 1953-1983 entitled Vom Kult zur Kultur: Bausteine zu einer Kritik der
historischen Vernunft; two volumes of his works are currently coming out from Suhrkamp. This would be his
first book to be translated into English. Aleida Assmann is Professor of English Literature and Literary
Theory at the University of Konstanz. Jan Assmann is Professor of Egyptology at the University of
Heidelberg. Moses the Egyptian: An Essay in Mnemohistory (Harvard, 1997) and Re and Amun: The Crisis
of Polytheism in New Kingdom Egypt (Routledge, Chapman, & Hall, 1995) are his books to appear in
English.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark McCarver:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Political Theology of Paul
(Cultural Memory in the Present), you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its referred to as reading friends.



Madge Stamps:

This The Political Theology of Paul (Cultural Memory in the Present) is brand-new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you
on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
The Political Theology of Paul (Cultural Memory in the Present) can be the light food for you because the
information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book
style for your better life and knowledge.

Brandon Adams:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
could have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Political Theology of Paul
(Cultural Memory in the Present) can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one
book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have The
Political Theology of Paul (Cultural Memory in the Present).

Elizabeth Daugherty:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book The Political Theology of Paul (Cultural Memory in the Present) was filled
about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people
has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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