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“If I had to choose between betraying my country and betraying my friend, I
hope I should have the guts to betray my country.” So E. M. Forster famously
observed in his Two Cheers for Democracy. Forster’s epigrammatic manifesto,
where the idea of the “friend” stands as a metaphor for dissident cross-cultural
collaboration, holds the key, Leela Gandhi argues in Affective Communities, to
the hitherto neglected history of western anti-imperialism. Focusing on
individuals and groups who renounced the privileges of imperialism to elect
affinity with victims of their own expansionist cultures, she uncovers the
utopian-socialist critiques of empire that emerged in Europe, specifically in
Britain, at the end of the nineteenth century. Gandhi reveals for the first time how
those associated with marginalized lifestyles, subcultures, and
traditions—including homosexuality, vegetarianism, animal rights, spiritualism,
and aestheticism—united against imperialism and forged strong bonds with
colonized subjects and cultures.

Gandhi weaves together the stories of a number of South Asian and European
friendships that flourished between 1878 and 1914, tracing the complex historical
networks connecting figures like the English socialist and homosexual reformer
Edward Carpenter and the young Indian barrister M. K. Gandhi, or the Jewish
French mystic Mirra Alfassa and the Cambridge-educated Indian yogi and
extremist Sri Aurobindo. In a global milieu where the battle lines of empire are
reemerging in newer and more pernicious configurations, Affective Communities
challenges homogeneous portrayals of “the West” and its role in relation to
anticolonial struggles. Drawing on Derrida’s theory of friendship, Gandhi puts
forth a powerful new model of the political: one that finds in friendship a crucial
resource for anti-imperialism and transnational collaboration.
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century. Gandhi reveals for the first time how those associated with marginalized lifestyles, subcultures, and
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Gandhi weaves together the stories of a number of South Asian and European friendships that flourished
between 1878 and 1914, tracing the complex historical networks connecting figures like the English socialist
and homosexual reformer Edward Carpenter and the young Indian barrister M. K. Gandhi, or the Jewish
French mystic Mirra Alfassa and the Cambridge-educated Indian yogi and extremist Sri Aurobindo. In a
global milieu where the battle lines of empire are reemerging in newer and more pernicious configurations,
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of the political: one that finds in friendship a crucial resource for anti-imperialism and transnational
collaboration.

Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship
(Politics, History, and Culture) By Leela Gandhi Bibliography

Sales Rank: #812719 in Books●

Brand: Brand: Duke University Press Books●

Published on: 2006-01-11●

Released on: 2006-01-11●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 9.25" h x .66" w x 6.13" l, .86 pounds●

Binding: Paperback●

264 pages●

 Download Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-d ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822337150
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822337150
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822337150
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822337150


 Read Online Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822337150
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822337150
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822337150
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0822337150


Download and Read Free Online Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle
Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship (Politics, History, and Culture) By Leela Gandhi

Editorial Review

Review

“Affective Communities is outstanding. It stretches postcolonial theory well beyond its usual boundaries.
Leela Gandhi successfully documents the anti-imperial affiliations and politics of certain marginalized
subcultures in late-nineteenth-century Britain and Europe, and she shows what Indian nationalists owed to
these traditions.”—Dipesh Chakrabarty, author of Provincializing Europe: Postcolonial Thought and
Historical Difference

“A very original and thought-provoking book, Affective Communities offers an outstanding contribution to
postcolonial and queer studies. Leela Gandhi provides detailed, brilliant discussions of particular figures
such as Edward Carpenter, Henry Salt, and M. K. Gandhi and the ways in which they interwove their various
radical counter-cultural interests into larger political strategies of anticapitalist utopianism.”—Robert J. C.
Young, author of Postcolonialism

“Affective Communities is an important book that challenges the founding principles of postcolonial theory
not in order to reject its ambitions but to open new ways to approach these urgent issues. . . . This book is
hard to put down, but it also invites frequent rereading as a guide and as a reformulation of the theoretically
and politically complex terrain of anti-colonial and postcolonial theorising.”
(Linnell Secomb Postcolonial Studies)

“I admire the passion, integrity, and brilliance with which [Gandhi] makes her case. . . . This is a book to be
savoured for its suggestive insights. . . . Its intellectual energy derives . . . from Gandhi’s inventive retrieval
and analysis of forgotten texts . . . . ”
(Seth Koven The International History Review)

From the Back Cover
"A very original and thought-provoking book, "Affective Communities" offers an outstanding contribution to
postcolonial and queer studies. Leela Gandhi provides detailed, brilliant discussions of particular figures
such as Edward Carpenter, Henry Salt, and M. K. Gandhi and the ways in which they interwove their various
radical counter-cultural interests into larger political strategies of anticapitalist utopianism."--Robert J. C.
Young, author of "Postcolonialism"

About the Author

Leela Gandhi teaches at La Trobe University in Melbourne, Australia. She is the author of Postcolonialism:
A Critical Introduction, a coauthor of England in Twentieth-Century Fiction: Through Colonial Eyes, and a
coeditor of the journal Postcolonial Studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Vincent Baker:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Affective Communities: Anticolonial
Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship (Politics, History, and Culture) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Jerri Montgomery:

The book Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of
Friendship (Politics, History, and Culture) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable
to you. The book Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics
of Friendship (Politics, History, and Culture) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Larry Tatro:

You can find this Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics
of Friendship (Politics, History, and Culture) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it
might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various.
Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era
such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Victor Elias:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. By book Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the
Politics of Friendship (Politics, History, and Culture) we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book Affective Communities:
Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship (Politics, History, and
Culture). You can more appealing than now.
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