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Family-making in America is in a state of flux?the ways people compose their
families is changing, including those who choose to adopt. Broken Links,
Enduring Ties is a groundbreaking comparative investigation of transnational and
interracial adoptions in America. Linda Seligmann uncovers the impact of these
adoptions over the last twenty years on the ideologies and cultural assumptions
that Americans hold about families and how they are constituted. Seligmann
explores whether or not new kinds of families and communities are emerging as
a result of these adoptions, providing a compelling narrative on how adoptive
families thrive and struggle to create lasting ties. Seligmann observed and
interviewed numerous adoptive parents and children, non-adoptive families,
religious figures, teachers and administrators, and adoption brokers. The book
uncovers that adoption?once wholly stigmatized?is now often embraced either as
a romanticized mission of rescue or, conversely, as simply one among multiple
ways to make a family.
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communities are emerging as a result of these adoptions, providing a compelling narrative on how adoptive
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Editorial Review

Review
"Seligmann's thoughtful comparison of domestic, inter-racial adoptions, and international adoptions in the
U.S. is inspired. Broken Links, Enduring Ties is a moving discussion of the struggles and pleasures of
individual adoptive parents and children as they work to forge viable lives and identities." (Alma Gottlieb)

"In this terrific book, Linda Seligmann compares the meanings that adoptive parents in the United States
attribute to race and nation and considers how children respond. Broken Links, Enduring Ties reveals the
shifting cultural patterns and stubborn global forces shaping the quest to know who we are, where we belong,
and with whom. Seligmann's perspective on the importance of faith and popular religious belief is an
especially original and significant contribution to the growing ethnographic literature on adoption." (Ellen
Herman University of Oregon)

"Seligmann offers a thoughtful, meticulously documented work . . . Recommended." (W. Feigelman)

"Linda J. Seligmann's newest book examines the consequences of transnational and domestic transracial
adoptions for family-making in the United States. Seligmann's study invokes the comparative method,
kinship studies, and documentation of the intimate and everyday aspects of race, ethnicity, class, and
geopolitical inequalities. Writing with a deliberate clarity that will make this book widely accessible to
families and adoption professionals as well as to students and colleagues, she brings several crucially
important aspects of anthropological thought to bear on adoption . . . In Broken Links, Enduring Ties,
Seligmann combines some of anthropology's greatest strengths?the comparative method, careful analysis of
first-person narratives, and close attention to kinship and race?with a clear and direct writing style and a
sympathetic ear that will make the book relevant far beyond our discipline." (Jessaca B. Leinaweaver
Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute)

"Broken Links, Enduring Ties is an excellent account of the uneven terrain of transnational and transracial
adoption in the US over the past two decades, tracing the distinct histories, experiences, and challenges of
Chinese, Russian, and African American adoption. Seligmann's clear prose and wide-ranging interviews
bring to life the many transformations shaping new modes of belonging, and new understandings of family
and identity." (Toby Alice Volkman, Director of Policy Initiatives and Secretary Henry Luce Foundation)

About the Author
Linda Seligmann is Professor of Anthropology and Director of Graduate Programs in Anthropology at
George Mason University. Her research and analysis has appeared in national newspapers and journals,
including The Washington Post and on National Public Radio. She is the author of Between Reform and
Revolution Political Struggles in the Peruvian Andes, 1969-1991 (1995) and Women Traders in Cross-
Cultural Perspective: Mediating Identities, Marketing Wares  (2001).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Lisa Gonzales:

Often the book Broken Links, Enduring Ties: American Adoption across Race, Class, and Nation will bring
one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you
try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Broken Links, Enduring Ties:
American Adoption across Race, Class, and Nation is much recommended to you to see. You can also get
the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Shirley Daniels:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing video
games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a book. It is
really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole day to
reading a guide. The book Broken Links, Enduring Ties: American Adoption across Race, Class, and Nation
it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You
can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book
provides high quality.

John Bledsoe:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Broken Links, Enduring
Ties: American Adoption across Race, Class, and Nation that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success
person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Broken Links,
Enduring Ties: American Adoption across Race, Class, and Nation become your own personal starter.

Linda Meier:

The book untitled Broken Links, Enduring Ties: American Adoption across Race, Class, and Nation contain
a lot of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear to
see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous
author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because
you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a
nice learn.
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