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Was Merlin a mythical character or a real person? If he was a real person, when
and where did he live? In this provocative survey of all the known literary and
historical sources, Jean Markale pieces together a compelling story of who and
what Merlin might have been. Combining his investigation of the sources with
fragments of Celtic mythology, Druidic culture, and the esoteric tradition,
Markale draws an enlightening portrait of the archetypal Wild Man and shaman
known as Merlin, who lived in the Lowlands of Scotland late in the sixth century,
some fifty years after the reign of King Arthur.

In a state of divine madness Merlin sought refuge in the forest, where he
inherited the gift of prophecy. With him was his companion, Vivian, an essential
element of the Merlin legend. Their sacred clearing in the woods--described in
some legends as an invisible castle of glass or air--was the site of their ecstatic
journey of enlightenment and union with nature. From his place in the Cosmic
Tree and outside of time, Merlin the enchanter challenges us to reexamine our
way of life.

When the Merlin legend resurfaced in the twelth century, his message of the
universal brotherhood of all beings and things called out to a rapidly urbanizing
society that was losing touch with nature. His warning, which went unheeded, is
no less relevant to us today than it was at the dawn of the modern era.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: French

From the Back Cover
CELTIC MYTHOLOGY

Was Merlin a mythical character or a real person? If he was a real person, when and where did he live? In
this provocative survey of all the known literary and historical sources, Jean Markale pieces together a
compelling story of who and what Merlin might have been. Combining his investigation of the sources with
fragments of Celtic mythology, Druidic culture, and the esoteric tradition, Markale draws an enlightening
portrait of the archetypal Wild Man and shaman known as Merlin, who lived in the Lowlands of Scotland
late in the sixth century, some fifty years after the reign of King Arthur.

In a state of divine madness Merlin sought refuge in the forest, where he inherited the gift of prophecy. With
him was his companion, Vivian, an essential element of the Merlin legend. Their sacred clearing in the
woods--described in some legends as an invisible castle of glass or air--was the site of their ecstatic journey
of enlightenment and union with nature. From his place in the Cosmic Tree and outside of time, Merlin the
enchanter challenges us to reexamine our way of life.

When the Merlin legend resurfaced in the twelth century, his message of the universal brotherhood of all
beings and things called out to a rapidly urbanizing society that was losing touch with nature. His warning,
which went unheeded, is no less relevant to us today than it was at the dawn of the modern era.

Poet, philosopher, historian, and storyteller, JEAN MARKALE has spent a lifetime researching Celtic
civilizations. He is the author of forty books on pre-Christian societies, including The Celts, Women of the
Celts, and King of the Celts.

About the Author
Poet, philosopher, historian, and storyteller, Jean Markale has spent a lifetime researching Celtic
civilizations. He is the author of forty books on pre-Christian societies, including The Celts, Women of the
Celts, and King of the Celts.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Clark:

The reserve with title Merlin: Priest of Nature has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot
of help after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-
book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.



Nancy Jones:

Beside this kind of Merlin: Priest of Nature in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Merlin:
Priest of Nature because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but
you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Joshua Yoshida:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or
real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Merlin: Priest of Nature can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Concepcion Bass:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
also you know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra
Merlin: Priest of Nature.
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