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Saint John’s poetry of love and joy describes the soul’s passage through
dark night to final illumination in mystical union with Absolute Being. The
allegory the poet uses is that of earthly love, and the poems are strikingly
effective on the immediate level of personal experience, quite apart from
their theological meanings.

Many critics regard the work of Saint John of the Cross (1542-91), the 16th-
century mystic, to be among the finest poetry Spain has produced. This bilingual
edition, the first in modern English, was originally published in hard cover in
1968 by the Indiana University Press. Most of these poems were written during a
period of nine months, in 1577-78, when Saint John (San Juan de la Cruz) was
imprisoned and tortured in the dungeon of a small Carmelite monastery in
Toledo, and their recurrent motifs are both metaphysical and deeply personal.
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Saint John’s poetry of love and joy describes the soul’s passage through dark night to final
illumination in mystical union with Absolute Being. The allegory the poet uses is that of earthly love,
and the poems are strikingly effective on the immediate level of personal experience, quite apart from
their theological meanings.

Many critics regard the work of Saint John of the Cross (1542-91), the 16th-century mystic, to be among the
finest poetry Spain has produced. This bilingual edition, the first in modern English, was originally published
in hard cover in 1968 by the Indiana University Press. Most of these poems were written during a period of
nine months, in 1577-78, when Saint John (San Juan de la Cruz) was imprisoned and tortured in the dungeon
of a small Carmelite monastery in Toledo, and their recurrent motifs are both metaphysical and deeply
personal.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Willis Barnstone, professor, poet, and scholar, is the author of eighty volumes, including The Restored New
Testament, The Gnostic Bible, The Poems of Jesus Christ, The Poetics of Translation, and Mexico in My
Heart: New and Selected Poems. He lives in Oakland, California, and Paris.

Willis Barnstone, professor, poet, and scholar, is the author of eighty volumes, including The Restored New
Testament, The Gnostic Bible, The Poems of Jesus Christ, The Poetics of Translation, and Mexico in My
Heart: New and Selected Poems. He lives in Oakland, California, and Paris.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Flynn:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Poems of St. John of the Cross.
All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet options or other social
media.

Terry Tatum:

Here thing why this specific The Poems of St. John of the Cross are different and trustworthy to be yours.
First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is
as delightful as food or not. The Poems of St. John of the Cross giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with The Poems of St. John of the
Cross. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the
world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation
area, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of The Poems of St. John of the Cross in e-book can be your alternate.

Ann Strickland:

Why? Because this The Poems of St. John of the Cross is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it
was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than
the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still
want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.



Lois Schooley:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Poems of St. John of the Cross the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect
that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication
then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The The Poems of St.
John of the Cross giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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