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This work contends that Andy Warhol's notorious 1964 underground film, Blow
Job, serves as rich allegory as well as suggestive metaphor for post-war
American society's relation to homosexuality. Arguing that Blow Job epitomizes
the highly complex position of gay invisibility and visibility, the text uses the
film to explore the mechanisms that constructed pre-Stonewall white gay male
identity in popular culture, high art, science, and ethnography. It draws on
discourses of art history, film theory, queer studies, and cultural studies to situate
Warhol's work at the nexus of Pop art, portrait painting, avante-garde film, and
mainstream cinema. Rarely produced Warhol art and previously unpublished Ed
Wallowitch photographs along with now iconic publicity shots of James Dean
are presented, establishing Blow Job as a consummate example of Warhol's
highly insightful engagement with a broad range of representational codes of
gender and sexuality.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A whole book on one short film may seem excessive, but when the film is Andy Warhol's Blow Job-a
pivotal document of the productive tensions between pop and art, pornography and avant-garde, gay and
straight, visible and invisible 'sex'-one book hardly seems enough. Roy Grundmann has produced the
definitive analysis from every possible perspective of this most fascinating of self-reflexive films. The
amazing thing is how vital and compelling each of these perspectives seems."-Linda Williams, Director of
Film Studies, U.C. Berkeley, and author of Playing the Race Card: Melodramas of Black and White from
Uncle Tom to O. J. Simpson "Roy Grundmann has extended Andy Warhol's diabolical plot to make
respectable 1960s film critics say a naughty expression for an illegal sex act, making an academic book title
out of it forty years later! He has also done the near impossible, written a book on a single-take film, more
talked about than seen for most of those forty years, that is a masterful synthesis of queer history, cultural
theory, and film studies. Grundmann has deftly demonstrated the centrality of the minimalist masterpiece
that is Blow Job-and of its sly author-to postwar Western avant-gardes and to the sexual and racial cultures
they inhabit."-Thomas Waugh, Professor of Film Studies and Director, Programme in Interdisciplinary
Studies in Sexuality, Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema, Concordia University "Finally, the longest
reaction shot in film history has found its ideal analyst. Roy Grundmann has written a thoughtful, funny,
accessible, yet deeply theorized book that situates Warhol's most (in)famous film in all its polymorphous
contexts. This book shows just how rich 'close reading' can be, yet it offers a window on the entire
underground of a Warholian century."-Caroline A. Jones teaches contemporary art and theory at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and has written about Warhol in her Machine in the Studio, among
other places "Andy Warhol's Blow Job is a tour de force, a virtuosic elaboration of a myriad of resonances,
implications, and subtexts to what appears to be one of the simplest films possible. The control of the film
scholarship is impeccable and there's hardly a missed beat in the writing. Grundmann's book is a terrific
addition to film studies, Warhol studies and queer studies. It wears its learning lightly and with grace."-
David James, Critical Studies, School of Cinema, USC "Grundmann's strength lies in his theoretical
improvisation on a theme, his wandering off into Hollywood film, hypochondria, Mailer, Kinsey, and
whatever else his keen analytical eye alights on."-Cineaste "...the book wields its greatest strength from its
reader-based cultural studies methodology."-Film International "[T]he book is...impressive vital, even
moving."-Film and History "Roy Grundmann, a self-conscious enthusiast of the film, has made a sometimes
compelling, always scholarly and I think finally unarguable case for Blow Job's importance and interest...
this book is essential reading for anyone interested in Warhol, and especially the Warhol films."-GENRE

From the Publisher
A watershed in gay male culture

From the Inside Flap
"A whole book on one short film may seem excessive, but when the film is Andy Warhol's Blow Job—a
pivotal document of the productive tensions between pop and art, pornography and avant-garde, gay and
straight, visible and invisible 'sex'—one book hardly seems enough. Roy Grundmann has produced the
definitive analysis from every possible perspective of this most fascinating of self-reflexive films. The
amazing thing is how vital and compelling each of these perspectives seems."
—Linda Williams, Director of Film Studies, U.C. Berkeley, and author of Playing the Race Card:
Melodramas of Black and White from Uncle Tom to O. J. Simpson



"Roy Grundmann has extended Andy Warhol's diabolical plot to make respectable 1960s film critics say a
naughty expression for an illegal sex act, making an academic book title out of it forty years later! He has
also done the near impossible, written a book on a single-take film, more talked about than seen for most of
those forty years, that is a masterful synthesis of queer history, cultural theory, and film studies. Grundmann
has deftly demonstrated the centrality of the minimalist masterpiece that is Blow Job—and of its sly
author—to postwar Western avant-gardes and to the sexual and racial cultures they inhabit."
—Thomas Waugh, Professor of Film Studies and Director, Programme in Interdisciplinary Studies in
Sexuality, Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema, Concordia University

"Finally, the longest reaction shot in film history has found its ideal analyst. Roy Grundmann has written a
thoughtful, funny, accessible, yet deeply theorized book that situates Warhol's most (in)famous film in all its
polymorphous contexts. This book shows just how rich 'close reading' can be, yet it offers a window on the
entire underground of a Warholian century."
—Caroline A. Jones teaches contemporary art and theory at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and
has written about Warhol in her Machine in the Studio, among other places

"Andy Warhol's Blow Job is a tour de force, a virtuosic elaboration of a myriad of resonances, implications,
and subtexts to what appears to be one of the simplest films possible. The control of the film scholarship is
impeccable and there's hardly a missed beat in the writing. Grundmann's book is a terrific addition to film
studies, Warhol studies and queer studies. It wears its learning lightly and with grace."
—David James, Critical Studies, School of Cinema, USC

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leslie Heidelberg:

Here thing why that Andy Warhol'S Blow Job (Culture And The Moving Image) are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. Andy Warhol'S Blow Job (Culture And The Moving Image) giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no
publication that similar with Andy Warhol'S Blow Job (Culture And The Moving Image). It gives you thrill
looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in
your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the
form of Andy Warhol'S Blow Job (Culture And The Moving Image) in e-book can be your alternative.

Jeffery Herring:

You can find this Andy Warhol'S Blow Job (Culture And The Moving Image) by visit the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds
of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In
the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.



Frank Foushee:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Andy Warhol'S Blow Job (Culture And The Moving
Image) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Andy Warhol'S
Blow Job (Culture And The Moving Image) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So ,
not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose
the best book in your case and try to like reading this.

Barbara Hall:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Andy Warhol'S Blow Job (Culture And The Moving Image) can make
you truly feel more interested to read.
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